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SOUTHAMPTON AWAY TRAVEL 

Taking Saints fans away for the past 7 seasons! 

Entertainment & 4G Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 

*Some coaches will now have reclining seats, extra leg room and power points* 

Travel in comfort by coach and arrive in style from Southampton to your designated Football away match venue. Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. 

Pick-up points from Bournemouth, Ringwood, Marchwood, Totton, Hedge End, Botley, Soton Central, Red Jet I.O.W, Stadium, Fleming Park & Winchester, Fleet, Chieveley and Basingstoke 


HUDDERSFIELD V SAINTS I CRYSTAL PALACE V SAINTS I STOKE V SAINTS I BRIGHTON V SAINTS 

Sat 26th Aug - £29.95 pp I Sat 16th Sept - £19.95 pp I Sat 30th Sept - £26.95 pp I Sat 28th Oct - £18.95 pp 

(Free Food & Drink) I (Free Food & Drink) I (Free Food & Drink) I (Free Food & Drink) 


For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: 07801867365 (Nick) 07961030850 (Alex) * WWW.SOUthamptonawaytravel.CO.llk 
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Charlie Austin converts Saints' dramatic winner. 


'Nice for 
the fans 
- difficult 
for me' 

Mauricio Pellegrino admitted 
finding it hard to enjoy his side’s see¬ 
saw 3-2 win over West Ham. 

The Saints boss picked up his first 
top flight victory as the club’s 
manager but it came in dramatic 
fashion, via a stoppage time penalty 
from Charlie Austin after his side had 
squandered a two-goal lead against 
ten men. 

He smiled: “A difficult game to be a 
manager and a nice game to be a 
fan. 

“It was unpredictable until the end 
and suddenly it changed the dynamic 
twice - once for them and another for 
us. 

“This is the Premier League and 
when you can’t control some 
situations like long ball or second 
ball in aerial play they create some 
problems. 

“Every single long ball in the 18 
yard box is something we have to 
improve but now we won the game 
really difficult and this is the good 
news for us.” 

West Ham proved a far tougher 
prospect for Saints once they were 
reduced to ten men with a straight 
red card for Marko Arnautovic in the 
first half. 

“This is something I think after the 
second goal we were a little bit 
relaxed but not in terms of 
concentration but in terms of trying 
to be more clinical to score the third 
one and try to kill the game,” 
reflected Pellegrino. 

“When you give the opportunity to 
the opponent to have some 
opportunities like today you will be in 
trouble and this is something we 
have to improve.” 

• Substitute Hal Robson-Kanu 
scored to earn West Brom another 
1-0 win before being sent off in a 
lively 20-minute cameo at Burnley. 

The Wales international held off 
two Clarets defenders to net in the 
71st minute, but he was then 
dismissed seven minutes from time 
when he caught Matt Lowton in the 
head with his elbow as the Burnley 
full-back headed clear. 

However, it did not cost the 
Baggies, again missing Manchester 
City target Jonny Evans, against a 
wasteful Clarets team who showed 
why Leeds striker Chris Wood’s 
seemingly inevitable arrival is so 
important. 

Gareth Barry made his Baggies 
debut and his 629th Premier League 
appearance, just three shy of Ryan 
Giggs’ all-time record. 



Mauricio Pellegrino 


Charlie Austin handed Saints a 
dramatic injury time win over 
ten-man West Ham as Saints fi¬ 
nally ended their St Mary’s goal 
drought. 

Manolo Gabbiadini ended a run 
of 556 Premier League minutes 
without a Saints goal at St Mary’s 
to give his side the lead before 
Marko Arnautovic was sent off 
for a crazy elbow on Jack Ste¬ 
phens. 

Saints looked to have the three 
points in the bag when Dusan 
Tadic scored from the penalty 
spot, but they almost let it slip 
with Javier Hernandez scoring 
twice. 

However, referee Lee Mason 
handed Saints a second spot kick 
in stoppage time which Austin 
converted to secure a 3-2 win and 
a first league victory for Mauricio 
Pellegrino. 

There was an early scare for 
Saints as Hernandez held off 
Stephens and closed in on goal, 
but Maya Yoshida didn’t commit 
early and was on hand to make a 
vital tackle. 

It was an interesting tactical 
battle as both teams started out 
unwilling to overcommit. 

Saints were sat very deep and 
keeping possession around their 
backline, almost as if to invite 
West Ham on in a bid to draw 
them out, but the Hammers were 
staying disciplined. 

West Ham did get a sight of goal 
on nine minutes as Michail Anto¬ 
nio laid a pass round the outside 
to Mark Arnautovic. He tried to 
shoot first time to prevent the an¬ 
gle getting too tight but drilled his 
effort well wide of the near post. 

Moments later Antonio got on 
the end of a left wing free kick 
but could only direct his header 
straight at Fraser Forster. 

Saints went grateful as they 
went straight up the other end on 
11 minutes and finally broke their 
goal drought. 

Nathan Redmond played in Gab¬ 
biadini who struck a first time 
shot across goal. He didn’t get it 
cleanly but it was directed well 
enough that Joe Hart couldn’t get 
to it diving to his left. 

Tadic became the first player on 
the book after a very robust chal¬ 
lenge on Hernandez. 

Antonio got another header on 
target on 19 minutes but there 
was much on it and again it was 
easy for Forster. 

Redmond tried an effort from 
distance up the other end but 
could only pick out Hart. 

Forster had a more taxing save 
to make a couple of minutes 
later as Hernandez whipped in 
a low cross from the right which 
Arnautovic stooped to head goal- 
wards but the Saints keeper de¬ 
flected it wide off his body. 

West Ham were furious that Ma¬ 
son took no action when Mario 
Lemina caught Arnautovic in the 
face with his leading arm as he 
jumped into a contest for the ball. 


TEAM NEWS 

Mario Lemina was handed a Saints 
debut as Mauricio Pellegrino made just 
one change to the side that battled out 
a goalless draw with Swansea for the 
visit of West Ham. 

The £16m summer signing replaced 
James Ward-Prowse in the starting line¬ 
up. 

Lemina partnered Oriol Romeu in the 
heart of the Saints midfield with Steven 
Davis moving into a more attacking 
role. 

As expected there was still no Virgil 
van Dijk in the squad as his Saints 


Saints were given a massive 
boost on 33 minutes when Arnau¬ 
tovic, clearly still seething, retali¬ 
ated and was sent off. 

Stephens was passing the ball 
out of defence when Arnautovic 
sprinted from behind to catch 
him senselessly with an elbow to 
the side of the face. 

Mason had no hesitation in 
brandishing the red card and 
there were few arguments, even 
if he was still clearly incensed 
that Lemina was let off earlier in 
the game. 

It went from bad to worse for the 


stand-off continued. 

West Ham suffered a late blow as 
Winston Reid was stretchered off 
during the warm up. His place in the 
side was taken by Angelo Ogbonna. 

SAINTS: Forster, Cedric, Stephens, 
Yoshida, Bertrand, Romeu, Lemina, 
Davis, Tadic, Redmond, Gabbiadini. 

Subs: McCarthy, Bednarek, McQueen, 
Ward-Prowse, Boufal, Long, Austin. 

WEST HAM: Hart, Zabaleta, Fonte, 
Ogbonna, Cresswell, Noble, Rice, 
Antonio, Ayew, Arnautovic, Hernandez. 

Subs: Adrian, Byram, Masuaku, 
Obiang, Fernandes, Sakho. 


Hammers as they continued to 
lose their discipline to give away 
a penalty. 

Of all the people to concede it, 
it was former Saints star Jose 
Fonte, who hauled back Davis in 
the area. 

Tadic stepped up to take it and 
got a massive stroke of luck. He 
put it down the middle without all 
that much power. It struck Hart’s 
legs and looped up but into the 
net. 

Saints sensed the chance to 
put the game totally out of sight 
before half time and came close 


again as Davis fired wide. 

However, they let the Hammers 
back into it just before half time. 

Antonio held off Oriol Romeu 
and spun to shoot from just out¬ 
side the box. Forster got down to 
his left to make the save but Her¬ 
nandez was alive to the danger 
and arrived to the follow-up first. 

Cedric Soares had the first real 
opening of the second period as 
some great Saints football on the 
counter attack ended with the 
right back played in and shooting 
wide. 

Forster decided he needed to 
take drastic action and turn wide 
as Hernandez whipped in an 
inswinging cross from the left. 

Mason made himself more un¬ 
popular with West Ham as he 
turned down massive appeals for 
a penalty on 53 minutes. 

Andrew Ayew’s header towards 
goal was blocked by the raised 
left arm of Stephens. It did look a 
penalty, even though it was from 
fairly close range, but Mason gave 
the benefit of the doubt, though 
he may have been unsighted by a 
crowd of players. 

Saints really needed to step 
it up. They were facing a differ¬ 
ent prospect as West Ham had 
switched to 4-4-1 with Antonio up 
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Manolo Gabbiadini fires Saints into an early lead. 


Javier Hernandez reacts after West Ham concede a late penalty. 


front to try and use his pace in 
behind and Hernandez dropping 
out wide. 

Gabbiadini tried to make 
something happen with an au¬ 
dacious drive from 25 yards out 
that clipped the top of the bar. 

Hernandez had his own go 
from distance up the other end 
but fired narrowly wide before 
Tadic tried to be more positive 
and forced Hart to save at his 
near post. 

Saints made a first change on 
65 minutes with James Ward- 
Prowse replacing Lemina. 

West Ham responded with Dia- 
fra Sakho and Edimilson Fer¬ 
nandes coming on for Antonio 
and Ayew. 

It did the trick as well as West 
Ham levelled on 74 minutes. 

Richard Cresswell whipped in 
a cross from the left that picked 
out the head of Sakho. He had 
got ahead of Yoshida and pow¬ 
ered in a shot that Forster re¬ 
acted superbly to get an arm to 
and turn onto the underside of 
the bar. 

It was again Hernandez who 
reacted quickest and produced a 
superb first time finish to equal- 



Pablo Zabaleta reacts after giving 
away the late penalty. 

ise. 

Saints made a double change 
with ten minutes remaining 
with Austin and Shane Long re¬ 
placing Gabbiadini and Davis. 

Long got the ball in the back 
of net on 87 minutes but it was 
ruled out for a foul by Ryan Ber¬ 
trand on Hart. 

Redmond’s deflected effort 
skimmed the top of the bar as 
Saints pushed for a winner be¬ 
fore Mason intervened again, 
awarding a soft stoppage time 
penalty for a nudge in the back 
of Yoshida by Pablo Zabaleta. 

Austin was the man handed 
the responsibility this time and 
sent Hart the wrong way to seal 
the win. 



Pablo Zabaleta concedes the late penalty for bringing down Maya Yoshida. 


Tractor Boys 
maintain 
perfect start 

Ipswich Town are hot on the heels 
of Championship leaders Cardiff 
after they completed their fourth win 
in succession with a comfortable 2-0 
triumph at home to winless 
Brentford. 

Martyn Waghorn scored his fourth 
goal of the season in the 35th 
minute to put the Tractor Boys in 
front and Joe Garner added a 
second just after the break. 

Nottingham Forest continued their 
fine start to the season by beating 
Middlesbrough 2-1 at the City 
Ground. 

Barrie McKay handed the hosts the 
lead after 16 minutes, while former 
Forest striker Britt Assombalonga, a 
£14million summer signing for Boro, 
wasted a couple of good chances 
either side of the break. 

Daryl Murphy, brought in to 
replace Assombalonga, made the 
visitors pay with a 79th-minute 
penalty after Ben Gibson, who went 
on to score a consolation, fouled 
Ben Brereton in the box. 

Conor Hourihane scored a hat- 
trick as Aston Villa picked up their 
first win of the season by beating 
Norwich 4-2 to ease the pressure on 
boss Steve Bruce. 

Villa started brightly and 
Hourihane put the hosts ahead after 
22 minutes before Andre Green 
curled home a second goal just 
before half-time. 

Josh Murphy slotted home on the 
hour mark for Norwich, but 
Hourihane’s second goal after 68 
minutes eased the nerves at Villa 
Park. 

There was still time for Nelson 
Oliveira to reduce the Canaries’ 
arrears, but Hourihane completed 
his hat-trick late on. 

Derby striker David Nugent scored 
twice to leave Bolton still searching 
for their first win after a 2-1 defeat at 
the Macron Stadium. 

Nugent put Derby in front after 
eight minutes and the former 
England striker added his second 
midway through the first half, with 
Gary Madine scoring a consolation 
in added time. 

Idrissa Sylla scored a last-gasp 
winner as QPR came from behind to 
beat Hull 2-1 at Loftus Road. 

Jarrod Bowen handed Hull the lead 
after 35 minutes before Matt Smith 
levelled in the 74th minute and Sylla 
slotted home in added time. 



York Christmas Fayre Reader Offer 


A weekend of yuletide cheer 

2 days from £109.00,2 December 2017 

Visit York’s fabulously festive St Nicholas Fair on this not-to- 
be-missed Yuletide weekend. Bigger and better than ever, 
the Fair offers a magical mix of the finest crafts, gifts and 
food, festive fun and festive entertainment, all set in one of 
our best-loved cities. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A visit to Leeds 

• A visit to York’s St Nicholas Fair 

• One night’s three-star standard bed and English breakfast 
hotel accommodation within one and a half hour’s drive 
of York 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Newmarket 

Holidays 





Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 [S§ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll558 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


#ABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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SAINTS 3 WEST HAM 2, ST MARY'S 





Mario Lemina, middle, on his first Saints start. 


Ralph Krueger and Katharina Liebherr before kick off. 
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SAINTS 3 WEST HAM 2, ST MARY'S 



Charlie Austin wheels away after converting Saints' dramatic late spot-kick winner. 


Penalty! Late drama as Maya Yoshida is caught in the middle of Jose Fonte and Palbo Zabaleta and is fouled. 


Lee Mason shows Marko Arnautovic a red card. 

























6 Saturday, August 19, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


Bilic: It's 
better clubs 
are run by 
people who 
know the 
history 

Slaven Bilic insists West Ham are 
lucky to have David Sullivan and 
David Gold running the club. 

The Hammers are one of a 
dwindling number or Premier 
League clubs with English owners, 
while just this week Chinese 
businessman Jisheng Gao bought a 
majority stake in this weekend’s 
opponents Saints for an estimated 
£210m. 

West Ham’s’ joint-chairmen 
occasionally come in for criticism 
from fans over issues such as the 
move to the London Stadium, their 
transfer business and appearances 
in the media. 

But boss Bilic said: “I’m sure they 
are very appreciated by the fans. 

“The fans who live for West Ham, 
they know how good the chairmen 
are doing for the club, how much 
they invest. They got the club up and 
I think they are very well 
appreciated. 

“It’s better for the club to be run by 
someone who knows the history, the 
environment, the business part of it, 



Slaven Bilic 


someone who is not going gung-ho. 

“Gung-ho in a game can work but it 
is also likely not to work, especially 
if you do it every time. 

“Those clubs and those chairmen 
should be praised, because it’s not 
easy to resist those kind of offers. 

“They should at least be 
appreciated, from the fans and from 
the whole of football.” 

Sullivan and Gold have invested 
heavily this summer in Marko 
Arnautovic and Javier Hernandez - 
who cost just under £40m combined 
- and are still hoping to land 
Portugal midfielder William Carvalho 
from Sporting Lisbon. 

West Ham are still some way short 
of being able to compete with the 
inflated fees paid by the elite clubs 
in the Premier League, but Bilic 
insists money is not everything. 

“Not every takeover is like 
Manchester City, or Paris St 
Germain, some takeovers didn’t go 
that good,” he added. 

“It’s not a guarantee. Some things 
you can’t buy. You can’t buy 
mentality, you can’t buy tradition. 

You can’t buy the time. 

“I don’t care about the others but 
West Ham is on the right way and I 
think everyone connected with West 
Ham knows the chairmen are doing 
their best within the budget.” 


CHERRIES 



Cherries slump 


Sports Pink 

Reporter 



GOALS from Watford’s Richar- 
lison and Etienne Capoue meant 
Cherries suffered a 2-0 defeat in 
their opening home game of the 
Premier League season. 

Brazilian Richarlison, signed 
by the Hornets in the summer 
from Fluminense, nudged home 
a 73rd minute opener at Vitality 
Stadium. 

Capoue then came off the bench 
and struck four minutes from 
time, meaning Eddie Howe’s men 
have suffered back-to-back league 
losses to begin their campaign. 

Cherries made two changes 
from the side that lost 1-0 at West 
Bromwich Albion last time out. 

Adam Smith came in for the in¬ 
jured Simon Francis at right-back 
and winger Jordon Ibe, who im¬ 
pressed as a second-half substi¬ 
tute at the Hawthorns, replaced 
Marc Pugh, who was named 
among the substitutes. 

Jermain Defoe was also on the 
bench for the home side. 

Striker Andre Gray made his 
first start for the visitors as one 
of four changes for Marco Sil¬ 
va’s men. Watford drew 3-3 on 
the opening day of the campaign 
against Liverpool. 

After former Watford man Na¬ 
than Ake had made a vital block 
following a long throw to deny 
Tom Cleverley in the opening ex¬ 
changes, Cherries forced the first 
save of the contest on seven min¬ 
utes. 

Joshua King burst down the left 
and found winger Ryan Fraser, 
his effort was charged down by 
Heurelho Gomes in the away 
goal from a tight angle and Benik 
Afobe’s effort deflected over the 
bar on the follow up. 

A sweeping ball played by An¬ 
drew Surman then found Charlie 
Daniels on the left for Cherries, 
but his delivery was punched 
away by skipper Gomes. 

At the other end, Nathaniel 
Chalobah had a glorious opportu¬ 
nity to give the Hornets a one-goal 
lead. 

He rose highest at the far post to 
head a precise cross played in by 
Nor din Amrabat from the right 
flank, but failed to hit the target. 
Miguel Britos then received a 
caution for a hefty challenge on 
Harry Arter. 

With the contest still goalless, 
Afobe forced a smart save from 
Gomes at his near post on the half 
hour mark. 

He raced on to a lofted through 
ball from Steve Cook, got goal side 
of Britos and worked the Brazil¬ 
ian keeper from close range. 

In stoppage time during the 
opening period, Gray had a gold¬ 


en chance to open his account for 
his new club. 

After some trickery from Rich¬ 
arlison down the left, he cut the 
ball back to the former Burnley 
man, who could only blaze over 
the bar from close range. 

Following the break, Cherries 
almost broke the deadlock. A cor¬ 
ner delivered by Ibe was met by 
Steve Cook and, after deflecting 


off a defender, was gathered by 
Gomes diving to his left. 

With both sides still searching 
for an opener, Chalobah bizarre- 
ly left the ball when a shooting 
chance arose on 53 minutes. He 
was teed up by Amrabat but de¬ 
cided not to pull the trigger and 
the opportunity went begging. 

Chalobah had another chance 
just five minutes later however. 


He dispossessed Cook and raced 
in on goal but Cherries’ keeper 
Asmir Begovic raced out to make 
the save. 

Defoe and Pugh were then in¬ 
troduced by Howe on the hour 
mark, replacing Afobe and Ibe. 
That came before Gray forced 
another stop from Begovic at his 
near post. 

The visitors continued to pres- 
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to home defeat 



sure, however, and they got the 
opening goal on 73 minutes 
through Richarlison. 

After Chalobah played in Gray 
down the right, he cut back for 
the Brazilian, who slid in with 
Smith and got the all-important 
touch to nudge the ball home. 

As Cherries looked for a level¬ 
ler, Pugh’s cross was then flicked 
on by Defoe into the path of King, 


who headed over the bar. 

But the game was secured for 
the visitors on 86 minutes when 
Capoue, seven minutes after com¬ 
ing on, brought the ball down and 
rifled into the corner to make it 
2 - 0 . 

Cherries: Begovic; A Smith, S Cook, Ake, Dan¬ 
iels; Ibe (Pugh, 60), Surman, Arter, Fraser 
(Mousset, 77); King; Afobe (Defoe, 60). Un¬ 


used Subs: Boruc, Gosling, B Smith, Mings. 
Hornets: Gomes; Femem'a, Prodl, Britos, Hole- 
bas; Doucoure, Chalobah (Watson 90); Am- 
rabat (Kabasele, 82), Cleverley, Richarlison 
(Capoue 79); Gray. Unused Subs: Pantilimon, 
Hughes, Okaka, Deeney. 

• Nathaniel Mendez-Laing’s 
second-half goal helped Cardiff 
maintain their perfect start to 
the Sky Bet Championship sea- 


Etienne Capoue scores his side's 
second goal of the game. Main 
picture - Capoue celebrates his strike. 

son with a 2-1 victory over fellow 
high-flyers Wolves. 

After a goalless first half at Mo- 
lineux, Joe Ralls converted Jun¬ 
ior Hoilett’s cross from the left 
after 54 minutes to give the Blue¬ 
birds the lead. 

Leo Bonatini levelled the con¬ 
test from close range 13 minutes 
later, the first goal conceded by 
Cardiff in the Championship this 
season. 

Mendez-Laing’s fourth league 
goal of the season restored the 
lead for Neil Warnock’s side 
in the 77th minute, though, as 
Wolves’ own 100 per cent start 
was brought to an end. 

Wolves’ next game is at St 
Mary’s in the second round of the 
League Cup next Wednesday. 

• Ex-Saint Sadio Mane got 
Liverpool’s season up and run¬ 
ning with the only goal as they 
laboured to a 1-0 win over bogey 
team Crystal Palace. 

The Senegal international 
stabbed home in the 73rd minute 
after starting the move from wide 
on the left to finally break the vis¬ 
itors’ resistance. 

For long periods the game was 
crying out for the sort of defence¬ 
splitting piece of magic usually 
provided by Philippe Coutinho 
against teams who come to frus¬ 
trate. 

It is why Barcelona are so keen 
to get their hands on him - hav¬ 
ing had an £118million bid, their 
third offer, rejected on the eve of 
the match - but with the Brazil 
international currently sidelined 
by a back injury the Reds looked 
for inspiration from elsewhere. 

For much of the game it came 
from debutant left-back Andrew 
Robertson. Although first ap¬ 
pearances may be deceptive the 
£8million buy from relegated Hull 
looks like he could be a bargain. 


Jose: Shut 
the window 
earlier 


Jose Mourinho has joined the swell 
of calls for the summer transfer 
window to shut before the start of 
next season’s Premier League. 

A host of top flight bosses have 
thrown their weight behind moves to 
ensure that from next term the 
summer transfer window will be 
closed before the start of the 
campaign. 

The existing transfer window shuts 
on August 31, some 20 days after the 
start of the Premier League and a 
month into Football League fixtures. 
Changes are set to be discussed at 
a meeting of clubs next month. 

West Brom boss Tony Pulis 
branded the window staying open 
past the start of the season as a 
“disease”, while Manchester United 
manager Mourinho admitted he 
hopes the changes will be ushered 
in. 

“I would prefer the window to 
close as soon as possible, so 
everybody knows the players we 
have,” he said. 

“The deals will be done earlier and 
nobody would be waiting for the last 
week and we wouldn’t have the 
situation of sometimes a player to 
play game number one for a team 
and game number two for another 
team.” 

Mourinho also insisted the Premier 



Jose Mourinho 


League has enough clout to cope 
with its own window closing before 
the start of the season, even if other 
European leagues leave theirs open 
until the end of August. 

That would allow European clubs 
to sign Premier League players even 
when English clubs could not recruit 
replacements, but Mourinho remains 
unfazed by that scenario. 

“The question marks that 
somebody puts about if other 
leagues they don’t close at the same 
time, are we in danger of losing 
players in the last couple of weeks?” 
said Mourinho. 

“And my question is how many 
clubs in the world are powerful 
enough to buy the best players in 
the Premier League? The answer is 
very obvious. 

“So the risk is minimal and even 
these powerful clubs, they have to 
know if we cannot buy after let’s say 
13th, 14th, 15th of August more or 
less, if we cannot buy, we are not 
going to sell. 

“So if they are interested in 
players from the Premier League, 
they have also to do it before that 
limit.” 

Uncertainty over the futures of 
Phillipe Coutinho, Virgil van Dijk and 
Gylfi Sigurdsson forced Liverpool, 
Saints and Swansea to start the new 
season without key performers. 

Sigurdsson’s move to Everton has 
since gone through, but Coutinho 
remains in flux trying to force a 
move to Barcelona and Saints 
remain intent on retaining Van Dijk. 
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Ronaldo's 
red cards 



Cristiano Ronaldo has been hit 
with a five-game ban after shoving 
referee Ricardo de Burgos 
Bengoetxea during the 
Supercopa de Espana final first 
leg. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
other notable red cards from his 
career. 

January 14, 2006, v Manchester 
City 

After seeing a first career 
dismissal overturned in 2004, 
there was no getting away next 
time he saw red for Manchester 
United, during a bad-tempered 
derby defeat. Having just been on 
the wrong end of a rough 
challenge from Stephen Jordan, 
he launched into an ugly, studs- 
up lunge at Andy Cole. Ref Steve 
Bennett sent him off. 


August 15, 2007 v Portsmouth 
Bennett and Ronaldo crossed 
paths again at Fratton Park and it 
led to another early bath. “He was 
provoked and he fell for it,” 
reported an unhappy Alex 
Ferguson, but Ronaldo’s apparent 
headbutt in the direction of 
Pompey substitute Richard 
Hughes was worthy of its three- 
game ban for violent conduct. 


November 30, 2008 v 
Manchester City 
A second derby-day dismissal 
and a thoroughly bizarre addition 
to the list. A regulation booking 
for a foul on Shaun Wright-Phillips 
saw Ronaldo sarcastically 
applaud Howard Webb’s decision 



Cristiano Ronaldo 


- hardly the most conciliatory 
course of action. Later in the 
game, the Portuguese leapt to 
meet a Wayne Rooney corner and 
bizarrely opted to deflect the ball 
with both hands when a header 
would have been just as easy. 
Ferguson claimed he was 
defending his face and received a 
push in the back. 

December 5, 2009 v Almeria 

“I am human and I made a 
mistake,” he offered after his first 
sending off in Real Madrid 
colours. His fallibility was fully on 
show at the Bernabeu that day, 
with a missed penalty to go with 
bookings for removing his shirt 
while celebrating a goal and 
lashing out at Juanma Ortiz. 

January 24, 2010 v Malaga 

Patrick Mtiliga was left with a 
broken nose after an aerial tussle 
left the defender floored and 
Ronaldo heading for an early exit. 

May 2013, 2013 v Atletico 
Madrid 

The Copa del Rey final between 
the Madrid rivals was a bitter 
affair, with 14 bookings in all. 
Ronaldo was sent off in extra-time 
when Atletico captain Gabi fell 
theatrically having apparently 
been on the wrong end of a 
flailing Ronaldo boot. Contact did 
not appear to be made but the 
decision was already made. 


'I'd be mad not to listen to Torquay' -Todd 



Chris Todd 


Chris Todd says he would 
be stupid not to listen to 
any approach from Torquay 
United over the vacant role. 

The Gulls sacked Kevin 
Nicholson this week and 
former Eastleigh boss Todd 
has been one of a number of 
names thrown into the hat for 
the newly-vacant position. 

Whilst Todd, did not directly 
say he wanted the job, he said 
he would be willing to listen 
to what the club had to say 
should they want him. 

He said: “I’ve got a great job. 


I’ve got a job at Truro City, 
as obviously I’m assistant 
manager helping Lee Hodges 
out, and I’m enjoying that 
we’ve got a great squad 
together this season, so it’s 
going well, and also I’ve got a 
fantastic job at South Devon 
College. 

“Listen, I’m not stupid 
enough not to listen to 
anybody who comes to speak 
to me to say they’ve got an 
opportunity for me, because 
I’d be mad not to. 

“It’s a club I have a lot of 


connections with and I live in 
the area. 

“I don’t think anybody in 
this world would turn down 
listening to somebody if they 
had something to offer but I’m 
not going to say I’m 100 per 
cent after this job because it’s 
got to be right. 

“If they came to speak to me 
about it then I would listen 
to what they have to say but I 
have a great job at Truro City 
and I have a job to do there 
and I have a tremendous job at 
South Devon College.” 


Todd sympathy for 
first axed manager 

Carter 



CHRIS Todd was the first man¬ 
ager in the top five divisions of 
English football to be sacked last 
season. 

He was axed by ambitious Spit¬ 
fires owner Stewart Donald after 
just four games of the 2016/17 Na¬ 
tional League campaign. 

As a result, he knows all too well 
what Kevin Nicholson was feeling 
when he became the first manage¬ 
rial casualty of 2017/18 this week. 

Nicholson was sacked by East¬ 
leigh’s National League rivals 
Torquay on Thursday morning. 
Two days earlier, the Devonians 
had lost 4-2 at home to Boreham 
Wood to slump to the foot of the 
embryonic table. 

“I’m not really surprised be¬ 
cause it’s football and it happens,” 
said Todd. 

“It’s bad, don’t get me wrong, I 
don’t agree with it because you 
need time to get your team togeth¬ 
er from the start of the season as 
it doesn’t really take shape until 
10 games. 

“But it’s football - it’s what hap¬ 
pens, as bad as it is, it’s the way 
the English culture has gone with 
managers and it’s kind of part of 
it if you go into it, you are letting 
yourself in for that. 

“You try and be as successful as 
you can. 

“It is what it is, though, the 
culture of people who make deci¬ 
sions ... they don’t see it as they’re 
upsetting anybody, they just want 
to do what they see right by their 
business. 

“It’s a business and they obvi¬ 
ously see their heights as being 


higher than they are at the min¬ 
ute. 

“Last year I was obviously 
sacked after four games and I was 
bitterly disappointed because you 
don’t feel you’ve got the new play¬ 
ers to bed together. 

“So Kev will be disappointed. I 
played with him. He’s a great lad 
with a great family, but he would 
say it’s part of the game. 


“That’s the hard thing about it 
and I’ve experienced it myself, so 
I know what he’s probably think¬ 
ing at the present minute about 
all the hard work and the hours 
he’s put into the job day in, day 
out. 

“That obviously gets taken away 
from you, so I understand that he 
must be feeling pretty gutted. 

“I can imagine he was 24/7 - I 


spoke to him many a time and 
he’s proper football, you know? 
He’s like myself, I did the same 
thing, you do that when you’re in¬ 
volved in a football club - it’s your 
passion and it’s something you 
want to be good at. 

“He’s a winner, he’s always been 
a winner, to be fair to him, and 
he wanted to succeed, I know the 
hard work he put in.” 
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Claridge, 51, 
a starter! 


Stags' driving force 



PICADOR Renault will be a 
driving force behind AFC Totton 
in the Evo-Stik South West this 
season. 

The Southampton-based auto¬ 
motive retailer are the club’s of¬ 
ficial sponsors for 2017/18. 

It brings together two siblings 
- the Stags’ player/assistant man¬ 
ager Adam Wilde and his brother, 
Paul, group marketing manager 
of Picador Pic. 

Prestigious 

The sponsorship agreement 
brings with it a number of adver¬ 
tising opportunities, including 
playing shirts, ground advertis¬ 
ing, dugouts, product placements 
and numerous other marketing 
initiatives. 

Paul Wilde said: “Picador Re¬ 
nault are delighted to be sponsors 
for such a prestigious local foot¬ 
ball club. 

“We look forward to working 
together and enhancing our name 
in the local community. 

“We would like to wish Louis 
(Langdown, manager) and Adam 
and all the team all the very best 
for the season ahead.” 


Brothers Paul (left) and Adam Wilde. 

The partnership is one of sev¬ 
eral commercial agreements Tot¬ 
ton struck up during a busy close 
season. 

Stags chairman Wayne Mew 


added: “Everyone at AFC Totton 
would like to thank Picador Re¬ 
nault for their support. 

“It is great to see local business¬ 
es work in partnership with us to 


take the club and team forward. 
We are delighted to be working 
with Picador and cannot wait to 
get started.” 

With Picador behind them, Tot¬ 
ton are already steering them¬ 
selves in the right direction, hav¬ 
ing won their opening two league 
games. 

Fledgling 

After seeing off Barnstaple 
Town 3-1 at home last Saturday, 
they triumphed by the same 
scoreline at Bishop’s Cleeve in 
midweek to top the fledgling 
league table. 

• Picador Renault are based in 
Sholing, Southampton, selling 
new and used Renault vehicles 
as well as servicing, parts and re¬ 
pair. Part of Picador PLC, Pica¬ 
dor Renault are one of five dealer¬ 
ships across the Hampshire area 
with four other Vauxhall dealer¬ 
ships located across the county. 


• Got a local football story for 
us? Email words and pictures 
(jpeg images only please) to echos- 
port@dailyecho.co.uk 


STEVE Claridge picked 
himself for Salisbury’s 
FA Cup tie with Fareham 
Town. 

The 51-year-old began 
his remarkable career 
with Fareham back in 
1983, and played the 
first 71 minutes of this 
weekend’s 3-3 FA Cup 
preliminary round 
success against the 
Wessex League club at 
the Raymond McEnhill 
Stadium. 

George Colson headed 
Salisbury into an early 
lead and, after Tom 
Whelan had seen a 
penalty saved, Kane 
O’Keefe double the lead. 

Fareham pulled a goal 
back just before half¬ 
time through Robbins, 
but Danny Young added 
a third for the hosts on 
73 minutes. Woods set 
up a tense finale with a 
late penalty. 

Winchester City are 
also through to the 
first qualifying round 
after a great 4-0 win on 
Bracknell’s 3G pitch, 
while AFC Totton must 
replay at home to Fleet 
Town on Tuesday after 
a 1-1 draw in north 
Hampshire. 

Curtis Young had given 
the Stags a first half 
lead. 

Rhys Murrell- 
Williamson’s first half 
goal gave National 
League South leaders St 
Albans victory at Poole 
Town. 



SECOND PHASE SELLING FAST 


Our eagerly awaited second phase of homes at Meridian Waterside is now 
released and selling fast. Do not miss the opportunity to secure yours - 
visit our stunning new Showhouse, Show Apartment and Viewhome today 
and discover more about this award winning waterside development. 


meeting si 
M three m 
mowhomes Of 


winoM- 


, COAST hr 

property 0 

WINNER A WA a 

■» HOUSE BUILDER 
OF THENAR- 


Inland 

homes 


www.inlandhomes.co.uk 


MERIDIAN 

WATERSIDE 

^SOUTHAMPTON 


1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments and 3 bedroom houses 
Contemporary design and specifications 
Landscaped communal areas in central courtyard 
Allocated parking 
Help to Buy available* 

Minutes from Southampton’s bustling city centre 
Great transport links by road, rail, sea and air 


PRICES FROM £174,950 


For further information contact our Marketing Suite on 02380 334258 
or email meridianwaterside@inlandplc.com 


"Subject to meeting Help to Buy criteria. Computer generated illustration is indicative only. Photographs depict the 2 bedroom show apartment 
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Pogba: 
We're more 
confident 



Paul Pogba believes 
Manchester United are “more 
confident” than last season after 
another clinical performance in 
the 4-0 victory over Swansea. 

Eric Bailly gave United the lead 
in the first half before three late 
goals from Romelu Lukaku, 

Pogba and Anthony Martial 
secured the win. 

The Red Devils also triumphed 
4-0 last week in their opening 
league game against West Ham at 
Old Trafford. 

Jose Mourinho’s side finished 
sixth last season in the Premier 
League - as well as winning the 
EFL Cup and the Europa League - 
but Pogba claims United have 
every chance of improving on that 
this term. 

The France midfielder said: “We 
are more confident, we know 
each other more. Now is the 
second year. 

“The first year we had the first 
year of the manager (Mourinho) 
and he changed the team. It’s not 
easy but we still won trophies. 

“This season we are more 
confident, everybody knows each 
other and we work for each other 
and it’s easier for us. 

“We had a very good result, 4-0 
again, a clean sheet. We hope we 
can carry on like this.” 


Romelu Lukaku celebrates 
scoring United's second goal 
at Swansea with Daley Blind. 

Pogba could have been sent off 
as, with the game goalless in the 
first half, he escaped a second 
yellow for a similar foul to one 
which he had already been 
booked for. 

“The second one, no. The first 
one is a yellow card,” added 
Pogba. “The second one I wasn’t 
worried, for me it wasn’t a foul. 

“After he (referee Jon Moss) 
came to talk to me and I laughed 
at him. I said ‘are you serious?’. 
It’s OK, he didn’t give me the red 
card, it would have been very 
hard for us.” 

Swansea forward Jordan Ayew 
and United defender Bailly both 
hit the bar in the opening 10 
minutes but the Red Devils were 
ahead just before half-time. 

Bailly this time benefited from a 
rebound off the crossbar after 
Pogba’s header was saved by 
Lukasz Fabianski. 

United controlled large parts of 
the game and were eventually 
rewarded with three goals in four 
minutes as the game drew to a 
close. 

Henrikh Mkhitaryan was 
involved in the first two, slipping 
in Lukaku after 80 minutes before 
Pogba added a third with a deft 
chip over Fabianski moments 
later. 

Martial then rounded off the 
scoring after a swift counter¬ 
attack in the 84th minute. 


NON LEAGUE 



EASTLEIGH 2 TRANMERE 


Dependable sub 
Craig seals victory 

Wendy 

Gee 


Eastleigh's Andrew Boyce in action during the win against Tranmere. 



Tranmere hi t the bar. Pictures by James Newell. 


EASTLEIGH put Tuesday’s Wok¬ 
ing disappointment firmly behind 
them with a thoroughly professional 
2-0 home win over Tranmere in the 
Vanarama National League. 

Following a goalless first half, Ben 
Williamson fired the Spitfires in 
front with his fourth goal of the sea¬ 
son and the ever dependable Craig 
McAllister doubled their advantage 
with a typically towering header af¬ 
ter going on as a substitute. 

It moves the Spitfires up to tenth 
with eight points from five games 
played. 

With Gavin Hoyte sidelined by 
hamstring problems, Ayo Obileye 
slotted in as right-back while Sam 
Wood replaced Michael Green in the 
left-back berth. 

There were danger signals for 
Eastleigh as early as the second min¬ 
ute when Liam Ridehalgh delivered 
a dangerous ball in for Andy Cook 
whose attempted shot deflected over 
the bar under the close attention of 
Andrew Boyce. 

The Spitfires’ response was an ad¬ 
venturous run along the left by-line 
by wideman Mark Yeates, who rode a 
couple of challenges before rippling 
the side netting. 

Title tips Tranmere, looking to im¬ 
prove on a low-key start to the sea¬ 
son after finishing 2016/17 runners- 
up, threatened again on 12 minutes 
when Connor Jennings headed over 
Adam Buxton’s deep cross. 

Eastleigh responded with their 
most positive spell of the game - top 
scorer Williamson sending a diving 
header just wide from Sam Wood’s 
delivery and then neatly laying the 
ball off to Yeates who, in turn, fed 
Chris Zebroski, whose shot was 
charged down. 

With the bit between his teeth, Ze¬ 
broski forced a corner and a loud cry 
for handball went up as Yeates’s de¬ 
livery came in but there was nothing 
doing with referee Carl Brook. 

Zebroski’s enthusiasm eventually 
got the better of him when, after be¬ 
ing lectured for one foul, he was 
booked for another on Rovers’ Jay 
Harris. 

On 29 minutes, following a long 
throw from Obileye, Eastleigh skip¬ 
per Sam Togwell was fouled on the 
very edge of the box. 

Yeates demonstrated good skill in 
lifting the free-kick over the wall, but 
it narrowly cleared Scott Davies’s 
crossbar. 

Eastleigh so nearly fell behind 
on 31 minutes when Buxton sent in 
another tempting delivery and Jen¬ 
nings’ glancing header crashed off 
the inside of the far post with Ross 
Flitney beaten. 

Half-time: Eastleigh 0 Tran¬ 
mere 0 


The Spitfires made a change for 
the start of the second half with 
experienced targetman Craig McAl¬ 
lister replacing the yellow-carded 
Zebroski. 

The big man instantly made 
his presence felt, nodding on Sam 
Wood’s cross to Ross Stearn who 
whistled a shot across goal and wide. 

With the contest getting ever more 
physical, man mountain defender 
Obileye was the next player booked 
for bringing down James Norwood. 

Things livened up dramatically on 


the hour when Tranmere goalkeeper 
Davies stood up well to Williamson 
after the Eastleigh striker had been 
expertly played through by Danny 
Hollands. 

Rovers immediately cleared the 
ball upheld and, with Boyce mis¬ 
reading his header, it fell on a plate 
for Norwood, wide left, who whistled 
his shot across the goal face, wasting 
arguably the clearest chance of the 
game. 

But just a matter of seconds later, 
it was the Spitfires who grabbed the 


lead with 64 minutes gone. 

WILLIAMSON came in from the 
right and, with ’keeper Davies ex¬ 
pecting a cross, he was stunned to be 
beaten at his near post as the former 
Cambridge United striker found the 
far top corner for his fourth goal of 
the season. 

With the 1,906 crowd lifted, mid¬ 
fielder Sam Matthews - on as a sub 
for Stearn - scampered into the box 
and went down among a posse of 
defenders, but a penalty would have 
been optimistic. 

After Buxton had been booked 
for handball, Tranmere suddenly 
raised their game with Boyce nick¬ 
ing the ball away from Jeff Hughes 
as he looked to cash in on Oliver Nor- 
burn’s cross and then Jennings un¬ 
leashing a thumping strike straight 
at Flitney. 

The game’s second goal looked in¬ 
creasingly on the cards and, thank¬ 
fully, it went Eastleigh’s way in the 
79th minute with both subs playing 
their part. 

On-loan AFC Bournemouth mid¬ 
fielder Matthews curled in a delight¬ 
ful ball and there was the towering 
figure of McALLISTER to head in 
off the underside of the crossbar. It 
hit keeper Davies, but appeared to 
have already crossed the line. 

Eastleigh: Ross Flitney, Ayo Obileye, Sam 
Wood, Sam Togwell, Andrew Boyce, Callum 
Howe, Danny Hollands, Ross Stearn (Sam Mat¬ 
thews, 60), Chris Zebroski (Craig McAllister, 
46), Ben Williamson (James Constable, 80), 
Mark Yeates. Subs (not used): Michael Green, 
Cavaghn Miley. 

Referee: Carl Brook. 

Attendance: 1,906 (330 Tranmere) 
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Monday’s 
Coxford - PM 

Shirley Warren Action Church, 
107-117 Warren Crescent, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Catherine 07737 001413 
Lowford - PM 
Lowford Community Centre, 
Portsmouth Road, 

Bursledon, 5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Louise 07826 848981 
New Venue 
Regents Park 

Regents Park Community Centre, 

attached to Tanners Brook School, 

Elmes Drive. 5.30 & 7.30pm 

Tricia 07767 373471 

Romsey - PM 

The Abbey Hall, The Abbey, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Lynn 07971 354179 
Sholing - AM & PM 

St Andrews Methodist Church, 
South East Road, 

9.30 & 11.30am or 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Hayley 07772 351717 
Woolston - PM 

St Patricks Parish Centre, 
Porchester Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Vanessa 07746 533898 


/ 


Tuesday’s 
Bitterne - AM 

Catholic Church Hall, 
Commercial Street, 

9.30, 11.30am & 1.30pm 
Jo 07733 235039 
Bitterne - PM 
Catholic Church Hall, 
Commercial Street, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 

Jo 07733 235039 
Botley - AM 
Botley Centre, 

High Street, 

9.15 & 11.15am 
Viv 07899 736132 
Hedge End - PM 
St Johns Church, 

Underhill Centre, 

St Johns Road, 

3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 02380 407551 
Lordswood - PM 
Lordswood Community Centre, 
Sandpiper Road, 6.30pm 
Caroline 07540 752062 


Millbrook - PM 

All Saints Church, Kendal Avenue, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Krystal 07576 052709 
Netley Abbey - PM 
Abbey Hall, Victoria Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 07917 851640 
Sarisbury Green - PM 
Sarisbury Green Infant School 
Sarisbury Green 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Amber 07969 866466 
Shirley - AM 
Salvation Army Hall, 

Victor Street, 

9.30 & 11.30am 
Jane 07912 374338 
Shirley - PM 
Shirley Baptist Church, 

Crown Street, 

5:30 & 7.30pm 
Jane 07912 374338 
West End - AM & PM 
Hilldene Community Centre, 

68 High Street, 

9.30 & 11.30am, 3pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Kay 07833 746532 
Wednesday’s 

Bitterne Park - PM 
Bitterne Park Social Club 
Manor Farm Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Laura 07825 210006 
Grange Park - PM 
St Lukes Church, 

St Lukes Close 
Hedge End, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Kaite 07971 671206 
Hamble - PM 

Hamble Village Memorial Hall 
(Hall at rear), 

4 High Street, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Viv 07899 736132 


Lordshill - PM 

Lordshill Church, 

Lordshill District Centre, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Lynn 07971 354179 
Millbrook - AM 

All Saints Church, 

Kendal Avenue, 

9 30am. 

Krystal 07576 052709 
Peartree Green - AM 
Peartree Church Hall, 

Peartree Road, 

9.30 & 11.30am 
Claire 07917 851640 
Sholing - PM 

St Monica Primary School, 

St Monica Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Maria 07500 714708 
Thornhill Park - PM 
Thornhill Baptist Church, 

Thornhill Park Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Mel 07740 353376 
Upper Shirley - AM & PM 
Isaac Watts Memorial Church, 
Winchester Rd, 

9.30 & 11.30am or 3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Catherine 07737 001413 

Woodley - AM & PM 
Woodley Village Hall, 

School Road, 

9.30 & 11.30am, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Charlotte 07810 643419 

Thursday’s 
Chartwell - PM 

Townhill Park Community Centre, 
Meggeson Avenue, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Kay 07833 746532 

Hedge End - AM & PM 

KCC (Kings Community Church), 

Sovereign Place, 

Upper Northam Rd, 

8am, 10am & 12pm, 3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 02380 407551 


El © slimmingworld.co.uk 

0344 897 8000 


SPECIAL OFFER 

5 friends join together & pay only £5 


Highfield - PM 

Highfield House Hotel, 

Highfield Lane, 

6 & 8pm 

Mel 07740 353376 
North Baddesley - PM 
The Village Hall, 

Botley Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Charlotte 07810 643419 
Upper Shirley - PM 
Atherley Bowling Club, 

Hill Lane, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Julie 07949 256891 
Weston - AM & PM 
Chamberlayne Leisure Centre, 

Weston Lane, 

9.30 & 11.30am, 3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Hayley 07545 772258 

Friday’s 

Upper Shirley - AM 

Atherley Bowling Club, 

Hill Lane, 

7.30 & 9.30am 
Julie 07949 256891 
Woolston - AM 

St Patricks Parish Centre, 

Porchester Road, 9am 
Claire 07917 851640 
Saturday’s 
Merryoak - AM. 

Festival Hall 
Merryoak Road 

8.30 & 10.30am. 

Matt 07834 059733 
St Deny’s - AM 

St Denys Community Centre, 

Priory Road, 

8.30 & 10.30am 
Viv 07899 736132 

<Slimmim 

touching hearts, changing lives 
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No mercy 
from Flood 

CHRIS Flood showed 
no mercy to his old club 
Gosport Borough on 
Tuesday 

The former Eastleigh 
and Winchester City 
marksman struck twice 
against his old club as 
Borough were caned 5-1 
by Slough Town at Privett 
Park. 

It continued a point-less 
start to the season for 
Alex Pike’s men, who had 
lost their Evo-Stik South 
Premier opener 2-0 at 
King’s Lynn. 

Borough’s young side 
trailed 2-0 at the break 
with Flood heading home 
Slough’s second. 

Another ex-Winchester 
man, Alek Przespolewski, 
briefly gave Borough hope 
with a calm 39th-minute 
finish, but Flood struck 
again from the penalty 
spot before the visitors 
plundered a fourth and a 



Chris Flood 


fifth. 

Pike believes results will 
come as his new-look side 
develops. 

“It was never going to be 
an easy start,” he said. 

“People will see 
improvement in the second 
half of the season - they’ve 
got to have patience. 

“We’ve got some good 
coaches at this club and 
they are going to be key.” 

• FORMER Eastleigh 
youngster Ollie Griggs got 
Dorchester Town up and 
running in the Evo-Stik 
Premier Division. 

His superb flicked header 
gave the Magpies their 
first win of the season on 
Monday at the 1-0 expense 
of Basingstoke. 

Dave Jerrard set up the 
goal with a delightful cross 
just after the hour. 

Griggs, a pacey 
midfielder, signed for 
Dorchester in January this 
year. 

He was one of manager 
Craig Laird’s first 
acquisitions. 


Saunders takes sole charge of Portchester 


FORMER Winchester City 
boss Ian Saunders has taken 
sole charge of Sydenhams 
Premier Division outfit AFC 
Portchester following the de¬ 
parture of Graham Rix. 

Rix, the ex-Arsenal and 
England winger who went on 
to manage Portsmouth, Ox¬ 
ford United and Hearts, has 
left the Wicor Rec club by mu¬ 
tual consent. 

Saunders, appointed as 
Rix’s right-hand man in 
March, is already well accus¬ 
tomed to being in charge of 
the Royals. 

He took over the running of 
the side towards the end of 
last season when 59-year-old 
Rix took time out following a 
heart attack. 

A one-time caretaker boss 


at Chelsea, Rix was arguably 
the biggest name on the Wes¬ 
sex circuit. He had been at 
the Royals’ helm since being 
appointed head coach in Feb¬ 
ruary 2013. 

A statement issued by 
chairman Paul Kelly read: 
“AFC Portchester regret to 
announce that Graham Rix 
has left the club by mutual 
consent. 

“We would like to place on 
record our appreciation for 
Graham’s hard work as man¬ 
ager and what he has brought 
to the club behind the scenes, 
along with the memories he 
has given the club and its 
fans that they will always 
carry with them. 

“Graham is a very popular 
figure here at AFC Portches¬ 


ter and he will be welcomed 
back at the club at any time. 

“We would like to wish him 
all the best for the future.” 

Rix’s departure followed 
a mixed start to the season 
for Portchester. Although 
they ran out handsome 5-1 
winners in the FA Cup at 
Christchurch, their Syden¬ 
hams Premier campaign 
kicked off with back-to-back 
defeats by Alresford Town 
and Horndean. 

Saunders’ reign as man¬ 
ager began on a high last Sat¬ 
urday with a 3-0 league win 
over struggling Team Solent 
- Steve Ramsey, Joe Bye and 
Joe Noakes the scorers. “It 
has been a tough week, so it is 
nice to finish it with our first 
league win,” said Saunders. 



Ian Saunders. 


'Many sides could 
be in the mix' 



pretax. 


Andover Town's Liam Gilbert (blue) keeps tabs on Sholing's Barry Mason at 
the Portway Stadium. Pic by Ray Routledge. 


ANDOVER Town caught Shol- 
ing on a rare off-day last Saturday, 
but victorious manager Glenn 
Burnett can’t see the Boatmen be¬ 
ing below par too often this term. 

Town’s 3-1 win, sandwiched 
between positive results against 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins and 
Team Solent, means they have 
harvested a maximum nine points 
from their first three Sydenhams 
Premier Division games. 

But Burnett reckons any num¬ 
ber of teams could be pushing for 
the Wessex title and, despite Shol- 
ing’s Portway Stadium slip-up, 
they were the first name to trip 
off his tongue as likely contend¬ 
ers for the Nol spot. 

“We had our targets at the start 
of the season, but we’re also 
aware of your Sholings and your 
Blackfield & Langleys,” he said. 

“I always thought Horndean 
would be good - and they have 
been. Michael Birmingham’s got 
a good, young side down there 
who’ve got a bit of everything. 
They can mix it if they have to, 
but they’re also a good footballing 
side. 

“I think Lymington, Portches¬ 
ter and Alresford will be strong... 
there are so many sides who could 
be in the mix.” 

On current form, Andover may 
themselves be in with a shout of 
silverware, but Burnett - part of 
Blackfield & Langley’s manage¬ 
ment team when they lifted the 
2012/13 Wessex crown - is not go¬ 
ing overboard about their chanc¬ 
es just yet. 

“From experience, I’m not even 
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looking at the table yet,” he said. 

“We’ve had an alright start. 

“We beat Bemerton 6-1, but 
they’re a new side who will get 
better and the truth is that we 
could have been 3-0 down inside 
the first 20 minutes, so that one 
could have turned out hugely dif¬ 
ferent. 

“As for Sholing, you always hope 
when you play them that they will 
have an under-par day - and they 
certainly did that. But they’re a 
side who can bang out ten wins in 
a row quite easily and, before you 
know it, they’re up there. 

“They’ve got a group there who 
have been together a long time 
and, if I had to put a bet on it, 
I’d say Sholing will be there or 
thereabouts come the end of the 
season.” 

Burnett, though, does not see 
one team running away with it. 

“I said at the start of the season 
that there would be eight or nine 
sides pushing,” he said. 

“We’re happy with our start, 
but it’s only three games in. 

“Christmas is a long way away! 

“There are going to be so many 
ups and downs and things can 
change just like that. 

“We’re going get our heads 
down and, if we carry on as we 
have been, then great, but teams 
will all be nicking points off each 
other.” 
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Bashley wing their way through in the cup 


BASHLEY have winged their way through 
to the second round of the Hampshire FA 
Senior Cup. 

The New Forest outfit took to the skies 
last weekend to take on Northerners AC of 
Guernsey in the competition’s opening first- 
round tie of 2017/18. 

It was an extra special occasion for the 
Channel Island hosts, who were celebrating 
their 125-year anniversary. 

But, after riding their luck, Bash turned 
party-poopers and jetted back to the 
mainland as 2-1 victors. 

Despite having all three recognised 
strikers grounded, Bashley fielded a strong 
team against unknown opposition. 

It turned out to be a wise decision as the 
Northerners, who compete in the FNB 
Prixaulx League, were well up for the 
challenge and came within ten minutes of 
winning. 

The Foresters’ makeshift front two of 
Lewis Ross and Rae’mur Henry each had 



early chances - Ross sending a header over 
the bar and a shot just past the post and 
Henry testing keeper Adam Bullock with an 
acrobatic overhead kick. 

Having lost left-sided player Hugh Dathan 
to a painful ankle injury, Bash fell behind 
to a sharp finish from Scott Bougourd after 
the break and the Northerners could have 


increased their lead with a wicked shot that 
cannoned off the bar. 

It remained 1-0 until six minutes from time 
when Bash piled on the pressure and Ross 
convincingly converted a penalty after being 
upended in the box. 

Six minutes later the Foresters showed 
their class when Lewis Aimson, set free on 
the left, delivered low and accurately from 
the by-line, inviting the rampaging Ross to 
sprint goalwards and slide the ball under the 
diving Bullock. 

Bash will now host the winners of 
Tuesday’s (7.30pm) showdown between 
Tadley Calleva and Cowes Sports. 

Next week's first round ties - 

Monday, August 21: Team Solent v Bournemouth Poppies. 
Tuesday, August 22: Newport IW v Petersfield Town, AFC Stone- 
ham v Fleet Spurs, Lymington Town v Horndean, Totton & Eling 
v AFC Portchester, Sholing v Whitchurch Utd, Brockenhurst v 
Alton, Tadley Calleva v Cowes Sports, US Portsmouth v Cove, 
Hamble Club v Andover NS, Hythe & Dibden v Romsey Town. 
Wednesday, August 23: - Christchurch v Baffins Milton Rovers, 
Alresford Town v Andover Town, Folland Sports v Ringwood 
Town, East Coes Vies v Fawley AFC, 


Take a rest, Zach! 




ANDOVER Town withdrew 
striker Zach Glasspool after 45 
minutes at Team Solent on Mon¬ 
day - and who could blame them! 

Having blasted into the new sea¬ 
son with five goals in four league 
and cup games, the experienced 
targetman deserves to be wrapped 
in cotton wool after a couple of 
year blighted by back trouble. 

When he initially joined An¬ 
dover, Glasspool took on the as¬ 
sistant manager’s role because 
his aches and pains meant he was 
unable to perform to his full po¬ 
tential on the pitch. 

But after having an operation 
towards the end of last season, he 
is pain-free again and has given 
up the No2 role to concentrate on 
playing. 

Manager Glenn Burnett said: 
“Zach was suffering with his back 
at Sholing and even before that 
when he was at Winchester City. 

“I brought him off at half-time 
on Monday because he had a bit 
of a niggle and I didn’t want him 
to overdo it. 

“We’d had a game on Satur¬ 
day and another one on Monday, 
which is too close together really, 
and a few of the lads were feeling 
it. 

“But that’s five goals in four for 
Zach now which is really good for 
him.” 

With Team Solent still waiting 
for some of their university play¬ 
ers to arrive, it was a good time 
for Andover to play them. 

Liam Gilbert squeezed between 
the centre-backs to head home 


Zach Glasspool in action for Andover 

Reece Rusher’s cross for 1-0 be¬ 
fore Glasspool’s penalty doubled 
Andover’s lead. 

Giovanni Landu made it 2-1 on 
31 minutes and Solent also hit the 
bar before Gilbert finished them 
off with a clever chipped finish 
on the angle. 


Andover also rattled the wood¬ 
work in each half. 

The result left Solent nailed 
to the foot of the table without a 
point from four games, but Bur¬ 
nett said: “I think they had some 
16-year-olds involved and they 
were good footballers. 


“For the young side they put 
out, I liked the way they played. 

“They’re still waiting for their 
students to arrive to bolster them 
up and I’m sure, when they get 
their players back, they will be a 
force again and they’ll turn the 
tables really quickly.” 


NON LEAGUE FIXTURES 

Monday, August 21 
HAMPSHIRE FA SENIOR CUP 
First round: Team Solent v Bourne¬ 
mouth Poppies. 

Tuesday, August 22 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Blackfield & Langley 
v Fareham, Portland Utd v Shaftes¬ 
bury. 

HAMPSHIRE FA SENIOR CUP 
First round: Tadley Calleva v Cowes 
Sports (7.30), AFC Stoneham v Fleet 
Spurs, Brockenhurst v Alton, Hamble 
Club v Andover NS, Hythe & Dibden 
v Romsey Town, Lymington Town v 
Horndean, Newport IW v Petersfield 
Town, Sholing v Whitchurch, Totton 
& Eling v AFC Portchester, US Ports¬ 
mouth v Cove. 

Wednesday, August 23 
HAMPSHIRE FA SENIOR CUP 
First round: Alresford v Andover 
Town, Christchurch v Baffins Milton 
Rovers, East Cowes Vies v Fawley AFC, 
Folland Sports v Ringwood. 

Friday, August 25 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Macclesfield v Dover. 

Saturday August 26 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Aldershot v Chester, Barrow v Maid¬ 
enhead, Dagenham & Redbridge v 
Bromley, Ebbsfleet v Gateshead, FC 
Halifax v Guiseley (BT Sport, 12.30), 
Hartlepool v AFC Fylde, Leyton Orient 
v Eastleigh, Sutton v Maidstone, 
Torquay v Solihull Moors, Tranmere v 
Boreham Wood, Wrexham v Woking. 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Bath v Poole Town, Chelmsford v 
Truro, East Thurrock v Bognor Regis, 
Eastbourne Borough v Wealdstone, 
Hampton & Richmond v Havant & 
Waterlooville, Hemel Hempstead v 
Dartford, Hungerford v Gloucester 
City, Oxford City v Welling, St Albans 
v Concord Rangers, Weston-super- 
Mare v Chippenham, Whitehawk v 
Braintree. 

EVO-STIK SOUTH 

Premier: Banbury v Bishops Stortford, 
Basingstoke v Chesham, Biggleswade 
v Hitchin, Kings Lynn v Frome, Kings 
Langley v Kettering, Merthyr Town v 
Farnborough, Redditch v Dorchester, 
Royston v Dunstable, Slough v St Ives, 
St Neots v Hereford, Tiverton v Gos¬ 
port Borough, Weymouth v Stratford. 
West: AFC Totton v Slimbridge, 
Bideford v Swindon Supermarine, 
Cinderford v Barnstaple, Cirencester 
v Didcot, Kidlington v Bristol Manor 
Farm, Larkhall v Winchester City, 
Mangotsfield v Bishops Cleeve, North 
Leigh v Salisbury, Paulton Rovers 
v Evesham, Shortwood v Taunton, 
Wimborne v Yate. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v 
Portland Utd, Alresford Town v Team 
Solent, Amesbury v Sholing, Bashley v 
Bemerton HH, Bournemouth Poppies 
v Baffins Milton Rovers, Brockenhurst 
v Petersfield Town, Hamble Club v 
Lymington Town, Hamworthy Utd v 
Fareham, Horndean v Cowes Sports, 
Newport IW v Andover Town, Shaft¬ 
esbury v Blackfield & Langley. 

Division One: Alton v Christchurch, 
Downton v Tadley Calleva, Hythe & 
Dibden v Ringwood, Laverstock & 
Ford v Totton & Eling, New Milton 
v AFC Stoneham, US Portsmouth v 
Andover NS, Verwood v Romsey, 
Whitchurch v East Cowes Vies. 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Clanfield v QK 
Southampton, Hayling Utd v 
Fleetlands, Hedge End Rangers v 
Paulsgrove, Liss v Infinity, Stockbridge 
v Liphook, Sway v Locks Heath, Win¬ 
chester Castle v Bush Hill. 

Division One: Four Marks v Lyndhurst, 
Headley Utd v Upham, Netley Central 
Sports v AFC Petersfield, South 
Wonston Swifts v Michelmersh & 
Timsbury. 

Combination: Bush Hill v Headley, 
Fleetlands v Winchester Castle, 
Liphook v Hedge End Rangers, Over- 
ton v Hayling Utd, Paulsgrove v Four 
Marks, QK Southampton v Clanfield. 
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Macey has 
smile wiped 
off his face 

IT was just like old times for 
Petersfield Town on Tuesday 
night - but not in a good way. 

Heavy defeats became the norm 
for the Love Lane club last 
season as they finished rock 
bottom of the Southern One 
Central with just nine points 
banked and an horrendous goal 
difference of minus-95. 

Now back in the Sydenhams 
Premier Division, the Rams’ long 
winless league run finally came to 
an end last Saturday when they 
beat manager Jim Macey’s old 
club Amesbury Town 4-1. 

It had been a staggering 273 
days since they had last savoured 
a league victory at Aylesbury on 
November 12 last year. 

But Macey, who had professed 
himself “over the moon” with that 
long-awaited breakthrough, soon 
had the smile wiped off his face. 

Petersfield were brought 
crashing back to earth just four 
days later by newly-promoted 
Hamble Club. 

In stark contrast to the Rams, 
Ben Kneller’s merry Monks 



Nathan Lynch 


seldom drew a blank last season 
as they romped to the Sydenhams 
One title with an impressive 133 
goals scored. 

And it was business as usual for 
Hamble at Love Lane as they 
crushed Petersfield 7-0 through 
Nathan Lynch (4), Sam Wilson, 
Brad Magookin and Nick Watts. 

Jordan on 
the move 

MARGATE have announced the 
signing of 23-year-old striker 
Jordan Chiedozie. 

The former AFC Bournemouth 
youngster has signed a two-year 
deal for the Isthmian Premier 
outfit, keeping him at Hartsdown 
Park until 2019. 

Son of ex-Orient and Spurs 
winger John Chiedozie, Jordan 
was born and raised on the south 
coast. 

During his time with the 
Cherries, he had spells on loan 
with Dorchester Town, AFC Totton 
and Poole Town, eventually 
joining the Dolphins on a 
permanent basis. 

Since leaving this area, he has 
played for Concord Rangers, 
Cambridge United and Boreham 
Wood. 


Maher quits Brock for rivals Blackfield 



Callum Maher 


GOALKEEPER Callum 
Maher has left Brockenhurst 
and signed for their 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
rivals Blackfield & Langley. 

The arrival of Matty Taylor 
from Hythe & Dibden left 
Brock boss Pat McManus with 
two competent ’keepers on his 
hands. 

But having made the 
decision that Taylor would be 
his first-choice Nol, McManus 
felt it was only fair to let 
Maher go, while opening 
the door for up-and-coming 


youngster Ed Kitcher to step 
up as Taylor’s deputy. 

“I had a conversation with 
Callum and told him he wasn’t 
going to be my first-choice 
Nol for a number of reasons,” 
the boss explained. 

Phenomenal 

“Matty Taylor’s come in 
from Hythe & Dibden and had 
a very good pre-season. 

“Callum’s got great 
attributes as a phenomenal 
shot-stopper, but we just feel 


that Matty has more all-round 
attributes. 

“Callum’s not a No2 and we 
thought he would be better 
served going off to be a Nol 
somewhere else. 

“He dual-signed with 
Winchester City to begin with 
because they were looking for 
another keeper, and he signed 
for Blackfield & Langley last 
week. 

“We’ve got a very promising 
youngster in Ed Kitcher, our 
under-18 goalkeeper, who is 
coming through.” 


Jarvis' late, late leveller 
leaves Blues 'perplexed' 



Ashley Jarvis rescued a late point for Lymington in midweek. Picture: John Rose Photography. 


ASHLEY Jarvis rescued a point 
for Lymington Town just in the 
nick of time on Tuesday. 

With the game deep in stoppage 
time, Lymo were staring a 2-1 de¬ 
feat in the face away at reigning 
Sydenhams Premier champions 
Portland United. 

But with 97 minutes on the 
clock, former Follands, Sholing, 
Salisbury and AFC Totton marks¬ 
man Jarvis stole in for a 2-2 draw 
- much to disappointment of 
Portland boss Simon Browne who 
questioned where seven minutes 
of added time had come from. 

The Blues had opened the scor¬ 
ing through Lewis Clarke and 
Alex Godfrey restored their lead 
after Nick Magee had levelled. 

That looked to be that until 
the jubilant Jarvis broke clean 
through and scored with the last 
kick of the game. 

With the officials signalling five 
minutes of added time, Browne 
said it was “perplexing” that the 
referee had allowed play to con¬ 
tinue for another two minutes. 

“I don’t know where the referee 
got the extra two minutes from,” 
he queried. 

“He said there were five min¬ 
utes to play and he went to 52 by 
the time the final whistle went. 
That was a bit perplexing. 

“There were no breaks in play 
and not many substitutions ei¬ 
ther. 

“It was a bit galling to concede 
so late in the game. 

“We made all the running really. 
We’re just guilty of not taking the 
chances to kill the game off. 


“I’m not sure if I should be 
happy that we’re playing really 
well and creating chances or dis¬ 
appointed that we should be nine 
points out of nine.” 

Clarke gave Portland the lead 
on 20 minutes, whipping the ball 
into the net with a short back-lift, 
before Magee equalised two min¬ 
utes after the break, tucking in a 
low cross when unmarked at the 
far post. 


Godfrey put the Blues 2-1 up af¬ 
ter pouncing on a goalkeeping er¬ 
ror, but Jarvis had the final say in 
a dramatic finale. 

Portland had kept the ball by 
the Lymington corner flag, but 
it bounced back into play and 
the visitors quickly sent Jarvis 
scampering through to grab a 
share of the spoils. 

Lymington had returned from 
Shaftesbury with all three points 


last Saturday - an own goal clinch¬ 
ing them a 1-0 win. 

Manager Dave Lewis has wel¬ 
comed in new signings Manny 
Soetan and Owen Fee, both of 
whom have played for the club 
previously 

Midfielder Fee was a promis¬ 
ing youngster at Eastleigh, while 
frontman Soetan includes Team 
Solent, AFC Totton and Black¬ 
field & Langley among his former 
clubs. 
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Three familiar faces on the mark 


THERE were three familiar 
faces on the scoresheet as 
Paul Doswell’s Sutton United 
continued their fine early-season 
form with a dramatic 2-1 home 
win over Macclesfield Town on 
Tuesday. 

Macclesfield led for most of 
the match after former Eastleigh 
striker Scott Wilson had given 
them a second-minute lead with a 


stunning 25-yard volley - quite a 
way to mark his first league start 
for the club. 

But Sutton, who lost ex- 
Spitfires defender Dean Beckwith 
to injury in the first ten minutes, 
floored their visitors in a 
stunning finale. 

Sub Moses Emmanuel 
(formerly Ademola) - yet another 
ex-Eastleigh player - levelled 


matters five minutes from time. 

And it was former Otterbourne 
youngster Tommy Wright, fresh 
from a prolific loan spell with 
Salisbury last season, who fired 
the Us’ late winner, sparking 
delirium among a near 2,000 
crowd at Gander Green Lane. 

It took Sutton second in the 
table with nine points from a 
possible 12. 



Tommy Wright 


Plaque honours 
life of 'Mr Netley' 
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BOB Crompton is gone but 
not forgotten for Netley Central 
Sports and the Southampton Divi¬ 
sional FA. 

Local football lost one of its 
great characters in July last year 
when Bob passed away, aged 84. 

He had been president of the 
SDFA for nearly 30 years and was 
affectionately known as ‘Mr Net- 
ley’, having started out as a goal¬ 
keeper for his local club and gone 
on to become secretary, treasurer, 
chairman and president. 

To honour the great man, Netley 
Central Sports FC, the SDFA and 
Hound Parish Council unveiled a 
remembrance plaque inside the 
pavilion at Netley’s Station Road 
HQ, just a stone’s throw from the 
house where Bob was born and 
lived all his life. 

Friends and family 

Paul Creeden, the SDFA chair¬ 
man, was joined by Cllr. Mrs Mau¬ 
reen Queen, vice chair of Hound 
Parish Council, in speaking fond¬ 
ly about Bob to a gathering of 
friends and family. 

Bob’s daughter Angela Walton 
and grandson Matthew Walton 
were in attendance, while repre¬ 
senting the SDFA committee were 
Terence Windibank (president), 
Dave Creeden (deputy chairman), 
Mike Harvey (secretary), Greg 
Dickson (assistant secretary), 
Dave Smith, Geoff Salter and Va¬ 
nessa Raynbird. 

Paul Creeden said he was very 
honoured as chairman to be 
asked to unveil the plaque to cel¬ 
ebrate Bob’s life and his involve¬ 
ment with Southampton DFA and 
Netley Central Sports FC. 

The official unveiling was fol¬ 
lowed by a match between Netley 




NETLEY RECREATION 
GROUND 



In remembrance of 
BOB CROMPTON 
1931 -2016 

The Netley Sports Stalwart 



Top (from left) Terence Windibank (SDFA president), Cllr Maureen Queen (vice chair Hound Parish Council), Bob's 
daughter Angela Walton, Paul Creeden (SDFA chairman). Above left - The plaque. Above right - Bob Crompton. 


Central and Chamberlayne Ath¬ 
letic for The Bob Crompton Cup, 
with Chamberlayne emerging as 
inaugural winners. 

Bob was also an honorary life 


member of the Hampshire FA, 
one of the founder members of 
the old Hampshire League 2004 
and was heavily involved with 
the Netley Central Sports & So¬ 


cial Club and Woolston & District 
Bowling Club. 

• Got a local football story for 
us? Email echosport@dailyecho. 
co.uk 



Incredible 

fightback 

LAVERSTOCK & Ford 
co-bosses Liam McConnell 
and Rob Lakeman are 
delighted after winning 
their opening three 
Sydenhams One campaign. 

Lavvy staged an 
incredible fightback to 
preserve their 100 per 
cent record at The Dell on 
Tuesday, recovering from 
2-0 down to beat Alton 4-2 
and go top. 

“As far as quality goes, 
you won’t see much 
better,” said McConnell. “It 
would have been a travesty 
had we not won. Some of 
the football we played was 
outstanding and, for the 
second time this season, 
this group have come back 
from 2-0 down to not only 
win, but win in style. 

“Everyone is really 
playing for each other. 
Alton are a very dangerous 
side, so to stick together 
and fight like that was 



McConnell and Lakeman 


great.” 

Laverstock were 
convinced there had been 
a handball in the build-up 
to Taylor Watts’ opener for 
Alton and they were given 
a mountain to climb when 
Watts struck again five 
minutes before the break. 

But climb it they did 
as Max Allen scored 
with the last kick of the 
first half and sub Archie 
Love grove’s clever header 
drew the sides level. 

With the pendulum 
swinging in Lavvy’s 
favour, Tom Mundy, not 
known for his goalscoring 
prowess, picked the ball 
up inside the Alton half 
and ran forward before 
unleashing a 35-yard strike 
that clattered in off the 
upright. 

Alexis Ageur pulled 
off a smart save to deny 
Watts his hat-trick before 
the Salisbury outfit put 
the game to bed. With 71 
minutes gone, skipper 
Graham Mankin headed 
home Mundy’s corner. 
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Callum is ninth new Eastleigh centre half 



Callum Howe 


EASTLEIGH this week signed 23-year-old Lincoln City 
centre-back Callum Howe on loan until January. 

The Doncaster-born former Scunthorpe United 
defender is well known to manager Richard Hill and is 
a close friend of Spitfires centre-back Andrew Boyce, 
who joined the club from Grimsby in the summer. 

“I’ve known Callum and been a big admirer of his for 
quite a while,” said Hill. 

Best mates 

“He and Boycey played together at Scunthorpe - in 
fact they’re best mates.” 

A product of the Scunthorpe youth system, Howe 
joined Lincoln - last season’s National League 
champions - in 2015 following a successful trial period. 

He spent the first few months of the 2016/17 season 
on loan at Southport, where he featured 15 times and 


took the captain’s armband, and started four league 
games for the Imps on his return. 

Howe penned a new one-year deal for the League 
Two new boys at the start of June, having so far made 
35 league appearances for Lincoln. 

With defensive titan Reda Johnson currently out with 
groin trouble and Ryan Cresswell still recovering from 
a knee operation, Hill was keen to replenish 
Eastleigh’s central defensive stock amid a testing run 
of early-season fixtures. 

Following today’s home game against Tranmere 
Rovers, the Spitfires are due to face Leyton Orient 
(away, August 26), Aldershot Town (home, August 28) 
and Ebbsfleet United (away, September 2). 

According to Lincoln City’s official website, Howe 
“generated interest from numerous clubs, which 
enabled the Imps to secure a good deal financially for 



in 14 months 


the centre-half, as well as ensuring he plays games.” 

Sincil Bank boss Danny Cowley said: “For Callum’s 
development, it’s crucial that he’s exposed to regular 
first-team football. 

“The only way a young player will improve is by 
having time on the pitch.” 

Howe is the ninth central defensive signing made by 
Eastleigh since June last year. 

Skimming 

He follows Adam Dugdale (now Southport), Connor 
Essam (now Dover), Ayo Obileye, Ryan Cresswell, 
Reda Johnson, Bondz N’Gala (now Dagenham), Boyce 
and Harvey Read through the Silverlake door. 

The new boy made his debut in Tuesday’s luckless 
2-1 defeat at Woking, skimming the crossbar with a 
towering header with the score still 0-0. 


Bad blow 
for Munday 

TUESDAY night’s closely 
fought New Forest derby 
was marred by a serious 
injury to Bashley striker 
Dan Munday 

Bash were narrowly 
beaten 1-0 by neighbours 
Brockenhurst, but their 
thoughts were with ex- 
Blackfield & Langley and 
AFC Totton marksman 
Munday who was taken 
to hospital with a broken 
collarbone and will be out 
for some time. 

On the plus side, a large 
crowd of 260 descended 
on Bashley Road for the 
Sydenhams Premier 
Division fixture. 

But Bash must have 
known it wasn’t to be their 
night when one of their 
former players, Mitch 
Speechley-Price, struck 
with a devastating run and 
shot from 20 yards that 
gave Mike Edgar in the 
home goal little chance. 

Bash switched to long- 
ball tactics to try and 
rescue the game, but they 
ran into a formidable 
obstacle in the shape of 
Brock’s skipper and man 
mountain centre-back Matt 
Burt. 

Introducing Munday, the 
third of their subs, was 
Bashley’s last throw of the 
dice. 

Unfortunately his 
evening ended in agony 
when he was hurt in a 
challenge with Burt, whose 
Tittle ‘n’ large’ battle with 
pocket rocket Kabba Jack 
had been a feature of the 
night. 



Dan Munday 


Hill: Why I didn't take 
'gamble' on Flitney 




SEPTEMBER 12, 2015, was a 
rare day in management for East¬ 
leigh boss Richard Hill. 

With 20 minutes gone in the 
Spitfires’ National League game 
against Gateshead, goalkeeper 
Michael Poke collided with on- 
rushing forward Danny Johnson 
and, after initially playing on 
with an injured shoulder, eventu¬ 
ally signalled that he wanted to 
come off. 

Poke’s young understudy Lewis 
Noice went on to replace him in 
an incident-packed 2-1 home de¬ 
feat. 

And that, says Hill, was the only 
time in more than 170 games as 
Eastleigh (first spell) and White- 
hawk manager combined that he 
was ever called upon to hail a sub 
’keeper off the bench. 

Another such occasion would 
possibly have arisen last Satur¬ 
day when current Spitfires’ Nol 
Graham Stack suffered a groin 
strain during the 2-2 home draw 
with Dagenham & Redbridge. 

Under different circumstanc¬ 
es, Hill could have withdrawn 
Stack and thrown on goalkeeping 
coach/No2 Ross Flitney 

However, that door was closed to 
him because he had chosen not to 
name a ’keeper on the bench. 

Contrary to speculation on so¬ 
cial media, Flitney was neither 
injured nor unavailable. 

It was Hill’s decision to keep his 
options open by going with five 
outfield subs - Sam Matthews, 
Chris Zebroski and James Con¬ 
stable, all used, plus Craig McAl¬ 
lister and young Cavaghn Miley. 


Based on well researched statis¬ 
tics, he felt the chances of actu¬ 
ally using a sub goalkeeper were 
wafer thin. 

Explaining his logic, Hill said: 


“Just because I chose not to 
go with a ’keeper on the bench 
doesn’t mean Ross Flitney isn’t 
part of the squad. 

“But when I left Whitehawk I sat 


at home and did a little exercise 
to work out how many times I’d 
needed to bring a sub goalkeeper 
during my time there and in my 
first spell at Eastleigh. 

“At the time, I’d managed over 
170 games - just under four sea¬ 
sons - at the two clubs and I’d 
brought a ’keeper off the bench 
ONCE! 

“That was when Poke came off 
against Gateshead. 

“If I’d had a sub keeper on Sat¬ 
urday, I’d have had that option, 
but it’s the gamble you take. 

“It’s easy to jump all over Rich¬ 
ard Hill when he hasn’t put a 
’keeper on the bench, but how 
many times could I have done 
with such and such a player and 
didn’t have one to put on because 
I had a goalkeeper on the bench 
instead?” 

With Stack unable to play, Flit¬ 
ney took charge between the 
sticks for Tuesday’s 2-1 defeat at 
Woking. 

A fatal combination of missed 
chances and wretched luck sent 
the Spitfires tumbling to their 
first loss of the new National 
League campaign. 

After missing chances galore, 
Eastleigh somehow found them¬ 
selves trailing to goals by Inih 
Effiong and Gavin Hoyte (OG) ei¬ 
ther side of the break. 

Incredibly, Hill’s Spitfires were 
then awarded two penalties in as 
many minutes - Ben Williamson 
having the first one saved and sub 
Ayo Obileye burying the other. 

The Spitfires’ hopes of clawing 
their way back were diminished 
when, with three subs already 
on, they lost Hoyte to injury. Even 
so, it took a goalline clearance by 
Woking’s Louis Ramsay to deny 
top gun Williamson a late leveller. 
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NON LEAGUE 



Devlin gives Dolphins late boost 



Steve Devlin. 


STEVE Devlin gave Poole Town 
a welcome boost by grabbing a 
late winner against nine-man 
Chippenham on Tuesday 
The Dolphins, rocked by news 
of Luke Roberts’ serious injury, 
had appeared set for a goalless 
draw at Hardenhuish Park in the 
National League South. 

But Devlin smashed home in 
the third minute of second-half 
stoppage-time to maintain his 


team’s 100 per cent league away 
record this term. 

Chippenham had the better of 
the first period and came close to 
breaking the deadlock when Greg 
Tindle’s header hit the crossbar. 

But the game’s dynamic 
changed after the red card was 
twice brandished. 

First the Bluebirds’ Jon Beeden 
was dismissed with half-time 
approaching and then, in the 65th 


minute, debutant Mike Jones was 
also ordered off. 

Dolphins boss Tom Killick 
threw on Abdulai Baggie and ex- 
Eastleigh forward Tony Lee with 
12 minutes left and it was not 
long before the former’s effort 
from distance struck a post. 

At the death, Bluebirds ‘keeper 
Jared Thompson parried and 
Devlin gleefully sent the ball into 
the net. 


Luke 'devastated' 
with injury news 


Neil 

Perrett 



CONCERNED Poole Town boss 
Tom Killick fears stricken front¬ 
man Luke Roberts may have to wait 
months for surgery after sustaining 
a career-threatening injury. 

Ex-AFC Totton forward Roberts 
was rocked when he discovered he 
had ruptured the anterior cruciate 
ligament in his left knee during a 
pre-season friendly against Dorset 
rivals Weymouth last month. 

The 23-year-old, who was initially 
seen by Cherries physio Steve Hard, 
was referred for a scan and given 
the news after the results had come 
back on Monday. 

Roberts, who has just finished a 
degree in sport development and 
coaching sciences at Bournemouth 
University, was “extremely upset” 
when Killick broke it to him. 

With neither Poole Town nor Rob¬ 
erts in a position to finance an op¬ 
eration privately, the player will be 
treated under the NHS. 

Killick said: “There is no easy 
way of breaking that sort of news. 
Although I think Luke feared the 
worst, it still comes as a big shock. 
It will be difficult for him to come to 
terms with it and will take a while 
to sink in. 

“Everyone had been clinging to 
the hope that it was just cartilage 
damage and he might be out for four 
to six weeks. 

“It is a major blow, especially as it 
happened in a pre-season friendly. 

“All of a sudden, we are without 
a player who we can’t afford to be 
without for the whole season. 

“But the overwhelming thing is 
for Luke himself. He had got him¬ 
self in a position where he was full 
of confidence and improving with 
every game. 

“He was one of the best strikers in 
National South last season and I felt 
there was a lot more to come from 
him. 

“The big thing is the personal im¬ 
pact on him. 

“He is devastated but he is young 


Luke Roberts, left. 

and fit and, nowadays, the opera¬ 
tion is much better 

than it used to be in terms of play¬ 
ers coming back at a good level so 
we feel he can return better than 
ever. 

“But we as a club are not in a po¬ 
sition to pay for the operation and 
neither is Luke so we are reliant on 
the NHS. 


“We just hope things can be pro¬ 
gressed as quickly as possible but 
the difficulty is you get thrown into 
the system and it can be months be¬ 
fore you have an operation. 

“It is a terrible personal blow for 
him when he was looking to be on 
the cusp of doing great things, not 
just for us but for himself person¬ 
ally. 


“The thoughts of everybody at 
Poole Town are with Luke and he 
will receive our full support as he 
battles back from this.” 

Dolphins’ towering defender Mi¬ 
chael Walker suffered a similar in¬ 
jury in November and has just start¬ 
ed his rehabilitation having gone 
under the surgeon’s knife in June. 


Francis hits 

ground 

running 

SALISBURY FC’s new striker 
Mark Francis hit the ground 
running, scoring on his debut in 
the Whites’ 5-0 win over 
Mangotsfield United last 
Saturday. 

The forward netted three times 
in pre-season, but was glad to get 
off the mark for his new club in 
the Evo-Stik South West. 

The former Wantage Town 
striker scored 18 times last 
season and is looking to be 
influential in Salisbury’s 
promotion bid. 

“It was great to get a goal on 
the opening day, it gives you 
good confidence going into the 
next game and it’s always 
important to start the season 
well,” he said. 

“We create a lot of chances so, 
hopefully, many more to come. 

“I want to be influential in 
getting the team promoted and 
score lots of goals. 

“I’d like to try and get 25 to 30 
this season with the amount of 
chances we create.” 

The striker had a few offers on 



Mark Francis 


the table during the summer. 
North Leigh were keen and 
Wantage wanted him to stay, but 
22-year-old Francis chose the Ray 
Mac because of Salisbury’s 
stature. 

“I decided to sign at Salisbury 
because of how big a club it is 
and the direction it is aiming for,” 
he explained. 

“It’s a club that’s run very 
professionally and it’s good to be 
in that sort of environment where 
everything is done properly.” 

Francis, a former Swindon Town 
youngster, will be looking to bond 
with fellow new frontline signing 
Marvin Brooks from Poole Town. 

“I think me and Marvin will be 
good together,” said Francis. 

“He is very good in the air and 
someone I can play off.” 

After such a flying start to the 
season, Salisbury were reined in 
for a 2-2 home draw by Paulton 
Rovers on Tuesday. 

Kane O’Keefe gave the Whites 
an eighth-minute lead, but 
Paulton went 2-1 up before Tom 
Whelan levelled 20 minutes from 
time. 

With injuries biting, 51-year-old 
boss Steve Claridge named 
himself as one of only four 
substitutes and made a short 
cameo as his side searched in 
vain for a late winner. 
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1st: Castle in Peak District - 6 days £485 
1st: Scenic Severn Valley - 5 days £379 
2nd: Highlights of Kent - 5 days £319 
3rd: Central Spain & Algarve -15 days £1089 
5th: Cornish Coast/St Agnes * 5 days £399 
6th: Matlock Bath - 3 days £159 
6th: Blackpool Illuminations - 4 days £259 
9th: Torquay Steam & Sail - 5 days £279 
9th: Jersey by Sea - 5 days £329 
9th: Oxfordshire TV Trails * 5 days £409 
14th: The Black Forest - 7 days £539 
15th: Dublin & Wicklow - 5 days £469 
16th: Rolling Back The Years ■ 5 days £359 
16th: Gems of Northumberland - 5 days £459 
20th: Blackpool lluminations - 3 days £199 
20th: Blackpool lluminations ■ 6 days £359 
23rd: Lake District - 5 days £419 
23rd: North Wales/Rhyl - 5 days £225 
29th: Kent Autumn Special - 5 days £279 
30th: Warners Sinah Warren - 5 days £299 
30th: Great Yarmouth - 5 days £258 



Write Your 
Will Month 2017 

Throughout September Southampton Hospital 
Charity is inviting supporters to have their 
will professionally written or updated. 

Instead of paying a solicitor's fee, you will be invited to make a donation to help 
raise £5,000 for wards and departments across Southampton 
General Hospital and Princess Anne Hospital. 

For further information: 

JZZ^ www.southamptonhospitalcharity.org ^ 023 8120 8881 


The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 


0aMer6 


Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 





Eastleigh's only appointed 
Golden Charter Agent 

We are truly Independent 
and provide a personal 
and local service 

Will option available 
with your plan 


WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 

Golden Charter 

Funeral Plans 


Golden Charter 
is Proud to 
Support 


* £25 from the sale of each funeral plan, 
identified with The Royal British Legion sticker, and where plans are not 
cancelled, will be paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which 
gives its taxable profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) 
and Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). 




Check* 


From a simple door swap to a 
full replacement kitchen. 


Less hassle, Less time. Less cost... 

Free estimating and planning 

Fitted kitchens or replacement doors & worktops 

Huge choice of doors, worktops, sinks, taps & appliances 

Selection of luxury flooring now available 

DREAM DOORS* 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

MENTION THIS ADVERT for your FREE QUOTE 
&/or senior citizen discount 

Call Jane on 02380 274413 

Visit our Showroom: 8 Falkland Court, Falkland Road, 

*—I Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, S053 3GA - FREE PARKING - 


www.dreamdoors.co.uk 


Waters & Sons 

Independent Funeral Directors Ltd 

Low Cost 
F uneral 
Option 




All Inclusive 


106 Spring Road, Sholing, 
Southampton, S019 2QB 

Tel: 023 8043 4244 


247 Aldermoor Road, 
Southampton, SO 16 5NU 

Tel: 023 8078 3900 

www.funeraldirectorsouthampton.co.uk 


TOTTON 

COLLEGE 


Enrolling now 
for September 2017 

Call 023 8087 4874 * totton.ac.uk 0 # 0 
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THE RERL GREEK 

EAT. TOGETHER. 


wet In cto ci 


ctsmo 




CABANA 


I HAIEvHUI 

FRANCO 

A1 ANCA 


lQsterir 


A FEAST 
OF A 
SUMMER 


VOB 


Italian? Greek? Mexican? It doesn't matter what you 
choose, everything tastes better in the sun 

Put on your sunglasses and come dine 
alfresco at Westquay South 


WHERE MORE HAPPENS 


WESTQUAY 

SOUTHAMPTON 
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Gao takeover 
-what the 
fans said 


Saints fans have been 
commenting on Jisheng 
Gao’s £210m takeover of 
their club on the Echo’s 
website dailyecho.co.uk 
Here are a selection of the 
many comments. Log on now 
to have your say. 


Blimey - now we might 
be able to look forward 
to our Saints becoming 
stronger both on and off 
the pitch somewhat faster. 

It all depends what plans 
Katharina and Gao Jisheng 
have agreed between them 
to take the club forward. I’m 
very, very hopeful that their 
partnership will lead to great 
things for Saints and the 
perception by more of our 
players and managers that 
SFC is a very ambitious club 
at which they want to stay. 
Virgil van Dijk in particular 
should take note! 

Justasaintsfan 


Well I’m happy.... We 


Jisheng Gao. 


were going nowhere under 
Liebherr, she kept our club 
stable but had no intention 
of trying to push our club to 
the next level. 

I would rather roll the dice 
with new owners and see 
where it takes us rather than 
settle for mediocrity. 

If the Chinese have good 
intentions for our club, this 
is a great move.... If not then 
we will recover in time. 

Only time will tell. 

Ian Byrne 


Nothing like ingratitude! 
Look at the club she’s just 
pretty much sold compared 
to the one her family bought. 
We have much to be thankful 
for to both her father and to 
Katharina. 

St Maurice 


Have to say i have serious 
reservations about this, but 
then again, perhaps this 
might be why our stance 
has changed with Virgil etc. 
Fingers crossed this works 
out, but i have to admit i am 
more worried about this than 
had we of stayed with Kat 
in total control. Open to the 
elements now that is for sure. 

NewForestStu 


Ralph Krueger insists that Saints 
will continue to focus on them¬ 
selves rather than squandering 
money to try and compete with 
others - even if they get a rush of 
investment in the wake of their 
Chinese takeover. 

St Mary’s has been buzzing over 
the last week after it was con¬ 
firmed that Chinese businessman 
Jisheng Gao and his family have 
purchased an 80 per cent stake in 
the club from Katharina Liebherr 
for around £210m. 

The deal wipes clear almost 
all of the debt the club were car¬ 
rying, and nets the Liebherrs a 
healthy £141m profit on their in¬ 
vestment in Saints in the process. 

Now the focus is on the future 
and what it could mean for Saints. 

Krueger and the current man¬ 
agement team are to remain in 
place, and so it is business as 
usual. 

The Saints chairman admitted 
there will be investment from the 
Chinese, though it is not expected 
to result in huge money signings 
walking through the door any 
time soon. 

Saints are ambitious and want 
to compete for the top six in due 
course. 

But Krueger is adamant they 
will continue to do things their 
way rather than throwing money 
at a problem in a bid to emulate 
those above them in the pecking 
order. 

Investing in people 

“One of the things we look at is 
what we are capable of doing. We 
don’t spend a lot of time looking 
at other clubs to tell the truth,” he 
said. 

“We do monitor once in a while 
but more than anything we be¬ 
lieve in investing in our people. 

“Lee Reed and Ross Wilson, 
now with Mauricio Pellegrino, 
who has been an amazing ad¬ 
dition as a leader in that group 
and naturally fitting in with the 
‘Southampton Way’, he and they 
are investing also in the scouting 
and recruitment which we really 
launched years ago but it is only 
getting better and strong. 

“We have an amazing network 
of information and not only 
for today but for one year, three 
years, five years. I can have con¬ 
versations with them about long 
term plans. 

“We fix the numbers with them 
and have a strategy confirmed at 
the end of May and they then fill 
those names and carry out those 
strategies. 

“The growth that we have is just 


incremental. 

“Our sports science we invest as 
much as any of the top six teams, 
and in training methodology 
and in nutrition and all of those 
things. 

“Whatever the competition is 
doing we have the chance to com¬ 
pete with any given team on any 
given day if we can be the best at 
all those things within our con¬ 


trol. 

“We are kind of a club more fo¬ 
cusing on what we have and not 
what we don’t have. 

“Les and Ross would know much 
deeper about what the other clubs 
are doing in these areas but I get 
up every single morning and go 
through different departments or 
meet with leaders to find out what 
we are doing and growing. 


“We push people to never put 
their guards down. 

“In the Premier League the 
number one thing for me is that 
you can never stand still. 

“I always use an escalator as 
a metaphor in my brain and in 
professional sports it is spinning 
against you. That’s the vision 
in my head and I used that as a 
coach and now as a chairman. 


SAINTS 


'We only focus on 


Adam 

Leitch 
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what we have' 



one thing for me is 
that you can never 
stand still. I a I wavs 



zouch u/jH ii£> a 


“We are not on a staircase, and 
it used to be a staircase mental¬ 
ity in a job like mine, but if you 
ever think you can take a rest for 
a month or whatever you are on 
your way down. 

“When I come in it is a case of 
trying to keep moving. 

“One of the things I learnt as a 
head coach (in ice hockey) when 
I was coaching weaker sides like 


coaching Switzerland for 13 years 
where we often were the outsid¬ 
ers. 

“Looking at what the other guys 
had I noticed was a waste of en¬ 
ergy. We looked at what we could 
do with what we had and then we 
caused upsets and we did well at 
the Olympics. 

“I feel like a head coach here 
every day. 


“When I come in I have my 
sports head much more than my 
business head. 

“I am not trying to be a business 
chairman, though primarily my 
responsibility is to make sure we 
are a sustainable business else all 
the dreams and everything else go 
out the window. 

“Try to be a head coach and 
everybody else lives that way too. 


That’s the ‘Southampton Way’. 

“It’s a long answer but the bot¬ 
tom line is we really try to be the 
best we can be with the things we 
have at our control. 

“That’s something that the Gao 
family has been told, that’s how 
we want to operate, and they have 
totally embraced it. 

“We don’t talk about numbers, 
we talk about that culture a lot. 
It’s real. It’s not just lip service. 

“How can we compete? That’s 
our chance, to be the best at doing 
things as a team and striving for 
growth and that’s where this part¬ 
nership has come in. It’s right in 
line with that.” 

Frustrating 

With just a couple of weeks left 
in the transfer window, much of 
the focus is on whether Saints 
can get another body or two in the 
door, and if they will hang on to 
Virgil van Dijk. 

Krueger reiterated the club’s 
stance that van Dijk is not for sale 
and was asked how frustrating it 
is to see players so willing to move 
away from long-term contracts. 

“That would be an interesting 
philosophical discussion if we 
didn’t have specific names behind 
it,” he reflected. 

“There is no question at all that 
contracts are made to be held un¬ 
less there is a reason for both par¬ 
ties equally to want to separate. 

“There has to be, because when 
you commit, you commit for a pe¬ 
riod of time. 

“That’s the world I come from, 
and the only reason for a vari¬ 
ance on the contract would be 
that both parties, it’s in both par¬ 
ties’ interests to do that and we 
have shown that in the past. That 
we have been understanding on 
longer term contracts. That it was 
a win-win and that we needed to 
step out. 

Consolidate 

“This summer we needed to 
consolidate. We needed to stop the 
perception out there that ‘ok, I 
want a player from Southampton 
and boom’. 

“We needed to get control of 
that to stay competitive in the 
Premier League, and that’s a step 
we have taken and we are stand¬ 
ing proud and tall and strong. 

“We haven’t been anything oth¬ 
er than open and honest to every¬ 
body involved. 

“We are not playing games here. 
This is just who we are now and 
a different era is beginning from 
what we needed to do business 
wise and player wise to get the 
numbers. 

“We had 13 Premier League 
players in the first summer I was 
here, 13/14. We moved to maybe 
16, to 18 to 21 and now we have 25. 

“It is time to consolidate. “ 


Gao takeover 
-what the 
fans said 

Maybe it will be brilliant, 
but just now I am not, how do 
footballers say it “Over the 
Moon”!! 

saintbobby 

We have been sold a bit on 
the cheap, however if it is 
for the good of the club and 
future investment rather 
than as a cash cow I’m OK 
with that! 

Northam roar 

Buckle up and enjoy the 
ride - its either careful what 
you wish for or onwards and 
upwards. 

polstead plodder 

Well I guess I am in 2 
minds. On the one hand we 
have a new majority owner 
and time will tell to see 
where this takes us. Could be 
positive, could be negative. 
On the other, another far 
eastern owner does concern 
me given that to him we are 
simply an asset and a way 
of channelling his wealth 
through it and have some 
‘sterling’ denominated 
wealth. 

St Forlife 



Katharina Liebherr. 


Very much caught in 
two minds here. I’d love to 
think with this move comes 
investment, further ambition 
and further drive up the 
football pyramid. And I 
absolutely believe we should 
see this takeover as exactly 
that until proven otherwise. 

Having said that, I am 
struggling to see just how 
210 million is enough to buy 
80% of our club. If Van Dijk 
alone is worth upwards of 50 
million, surely the rest of the 
playing squad alone is worth 
upwards of 300 million at a 
bare minimum. 

This is before you take 
into account the other 
assets, land, stadium, 
Staplewood, academy, staff 
and everything else that 
falls under the umbrella of 
Southampton Football Club. 

This to me suggests 
Liebherr has taken some hit 
in what she could have sold 
the club for. Read into that 
what you will. 

E-I-E-I-E-I-O 
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Dyche: This 
will benefit 
everyone 

Closing the transfer window before 
the Premier League season begins 
would be beneficial to managers, 
teams and fans alike, according to 
Burnley boss Sean Dyche. 

The prospect of player trading 
ceasing prior to a ball being kicked 
is expected to be discussed at a 
shareholders’ board meeting next 
month. 

A number of managers have 
expressed their frustration at deals 
continuing to drag on well into the 
campaign. 

Dyche is among those supporting 
an earlier cut-off point because he 
feels the market can scupper early- 
season plans and detract from the 
games themselves. 

He pointed to an example 
concerning current Saints striker 
Charlie Austin to back up his views. 

“The window will change days,” 
Dyche said. “You don’t want to start 
the season and lose three of your 
players when you’re three games 
into the season. That could be really 
hard to take, and that happens. 

“We’ve had that when we lost 
Charlie Austin at the start of a 
season, we had it with Andre Gray 
(last week). 

“You don’t want that all the time 
where a manager does all his work 
and then the players are gone and 



Charlie Austin. 


then you’ve somehow got to get 
players in. 

“So I think if you could get that 
(bringing the window’s closure 
forward) done as well, it means that 
once the football starts, the 
managers, coaches and teams can 
just get on with the football. 

“And the fans, they can just get on 
with what they really want to be 
looking at and that is football 
matches.” 

Burnley sold Austin to Harry 
Redknapp’s QPR just days before 
the start of the 2013/14 
Championship season, while Gray 
was sold to Watford in similar 
fashion earlier this month. 

In an era where managers typically 
have a short lifespan, Dyche also 
believes the window’s current 
schedule can skew how people 
perceive those in his profession. 

“The madness of it is that a 
manager can get judged on two 
games,” he noted. 

“So you can get judged very 
quickly, and in theory, those players’ 
situations could make a big 
difference. It could change 
everything - hero to zero very 
quickly. 

“So I just think there are a lot of 
reasons why if they can find a way 
with the deadline, then it would be 
better pushed forward. And any work 
would just have to be done earlier.” 


SAINTS 



Katharina's great 


Simon 

Carter 



SAINTS’ transfer market strat¬ 
egy in recent years has been very 
much a case of ‘buy low sell high’. 

Just look at some of the cases in 
point. 

Sadio Mane, bought for £llm 
and sold for £34m two years later. 

Dejan Lovren, bought for £8m 
and sold for £20m 12 months later. 

Nathaniel Clyne, bought for 
£2.5m and sold for £llm three 
years later. 

In addition, Saints only paid 
£1.2m for Morgan Schneiderlin 
in 2008 are sold him seven years 
later for £25m. 

Then there are the academy 
products like Luke Shaw (£27m), 
Adam Lallana (£25m), Alex Ox- 
lade-Chamberlain (£llm), Theo 
Walcott (£12m) and Gareth Bale 
(£5m) who also brought in mil¬ 
lions. 

The same ‘buy low sell high’ 
philosophy can now be applied to 
Katharina Liebherr as well. 

The week just gone was certain¬ 
ly a very good one for her. 

On Monday, she revealed she 
had sold an 80 per cent stake in 
Southampton Football Club for 
£210m to Chinese businessman 
Jisheng Gao and his family. 

That is a nice return on the es¬ 
timated £69m that Katharina and 
her late father Markus had - com¬ 
bined - ploughed into the club. 

That sum includes the £14m it 
cost Markus on July 8 2009 when 
he emerged from the shadows to 
be revealed as the man who poten¬ 
tially saved Saints from oblivion. 

It doesn’t seem very much now, 
does it? 

Fourteen million pounds. 

Saints were to sell an 18-year- 
old - Shaw - for almost double that 
sum within five years of Markus 
riding to the club’s rescue in their 
hour of need. 

Katharina inherited Southamp¬ 
ton FC in August 2010 following 
the sudden death of her father, 
and took far more of an inter¬ 
est when controversial executive 
chairman Nicola Cortese dramat¬ 
ically left St Mary’s in January 
2014. 

She was to put a further £54m 
of her own money into the club - 
meaning the Liebherr profit from 
the Gao deal is £141m. 

Gao paid £197m more than 
Markus Liebherr did eight years 
before - and Gao has only got 80 
per cent of the club! 

Katharina still owns the other 
20 per cent, which at this week’s 
rate is worth around £50m. 

Of course, we have to remember 
that Saints circa July 2009 were a 
very different beast to the current 
one. 



Katharina 
Liebherr, main 
picture, and 
her late father, 
Markus (pictured 
left). 


Back then, they were preparing 
to play in the third tier of English 
football for the first time since 
1960. 

In 2008/09, the season a woefully 
inexperienced squad suffered rel¬ 
egation from the Championship, 
Saints’ total income was £8.85m. 
Of that, matchday revenue was 
£5.142m and commercial income 
£1.612m. 

In 2015/16 - the last season for 
which figures are available - 
Saints’ income was £124.3m. Of 
that, commercial and match day 
turnover shot up 21 per cent to 
£31.lm. 

That is the scale of the club’s 


financial growth under the Leib- 
herr ownership - as well as eight 
successive seasons of improved 
league finishes, prior to dropping 
two places to eighth last term. 

But even though 2016/17 will 
not be remembered too fondly by 
fans in terms of goals and enter¬ 
tainment, it was the fourth sea¬ 
son in succession that Saints had 
finished in the top eight of the 
Premier League. 

And to think the Liebherrs have 
only overseen eight seasons in to¬ 
tal - and the first two of those saw 
Saints in the third division. 

Those statistics alone show how 
far the club have come, in a short 


space off time. 

In the first post-Liebherr takeo¬ 
ver season, 2009/10, Saints’ entire 
income was £14.28m. 

Wages and salaries were 
£12.279m - a rise of some £831,000. 

In 2015/16, with Saints now 
an established Premier League 
club, wages grew four per cent to 
£67.2m. 

They were forecast to rocket 24 
per cent in 2016/17 to a whopping 
£83.6m. 

Back in 2009/10, Saints were 
signing players from clubs like 
Bristol Rovers (Rickie Lambert), 
Colchester (Dean Hammond), Ex¬ 
eter (Danny Seaborne), Southend 
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bit of business... 



Massive profit after 
amazing eight 
years of Liebherr 
ownership... 


Katharina Liebherr has copped 
criticism in some quarters for not 
allowing the club to replace big 
money departures with equally 
big money arrivals. 

For that, it is claimed, is what 
Saints need if they are to ever re¬ 
alistically challenge for a top six 
place again. 

To a degree, it is an unfair criti¬ 
cism. 

Earlier this year, the club re¬ 
leased figures showing they had 
actually spent MORE on players 
than they had received from sell¬ 
ing them since the summer of 
2013. 

In a four-year period, Saints 
brought in £175. lm in player 
sales, and spent £220.2m on new 
ones. That was a net spend of 
£45.2m 

They also throw into the mix 
the rise in player wages, which 
have gone up a staggering £48.4m 
over the four seasons in question. 

It leaves the total investment at 
£93.5m. 

That’s a huge sum, by Saints’ 
standards anyway. And certainly 
when you look at the figures in 
the immediate years before and 
after Markus Liebherr’s takeover. 

It is probably fair to say Saints 
have gone as far as they can un¬ 
der Katharina. 

To finish sixth, as they did two 
seasons ago, was a great achieve¬ 
ment. In years to come, it will 
look even more remarkable than 
it was at the time. 

All eyes now turn to Jisheng 
Gao. 

We wait to hear from the man 
himself regarding his motives, 
his plans, his dreams for South¬ 
ampton Football Club. 

Markus Liebherr always made 
his dream public - it was to see 
Saints return to the Premier 
League and become established 
there. 

That they did, and probably 
quicker than anyone expected. 

In some ways, that was the easy 
bit. Far easier than the challenge 
facing Gao anyway,. 

For he is the one who must now 
provide a vision to get Saints 
challenging for those European 
places again. 

Compared to that, getting 
Saints out of League 1 
and the Champion¬ 
ship was a dod¬ 
dle. 


(Lee Barnard) and Plymouth (Ja¬ 
son Puncheon). 

Compare that to now. Saints 
have just signed a player from 
Juventus, and last season they 
signed one from Bayern Munich. 

They have raided Glasgow Celt¬ 
ic, one of the biggest clubs in Brit¬ 
ain, almost as regularly as Liver¬ 
pool have raided them. 

Times have changed. 

Throughout the last few years 
- as Saints have continually sold 
crown jewels off for large sums 
of money - fans have populated in¬ 
ternet message boards grumbling 
about the club not then spending 
big in reply. 


Jisheng Gao 
bought an 80 
per cent 
Saints this 


stake 


week 


So, who is 
Spurs new 
signing 
Sanchez? 


Davinson Sanchez has become 
Tottenham’s first summer signing 
after joining from Dutch club Ajax. 

Here, the Sports Pink picks out 
five things you may not know about 
the 21-year-old defender. 

1) Born just before Gazza’s magic 

Sanchez’s arrival into the world 

came during the group stages of 
Euro 96. He was born in the small 
town of Caloto in western Colombia 
on June 12 1996, three days before 
Paul Gascoigne’s memorable goal 
helped England beat Scotland 2-0 at 
Wembley. The anthem of that 
summer - Three Lions by Baddiel, 
Skinner and The Lightning Seeds - 
had just been knocked off the top of 
the UK singles chart by Fugees’ 
Killing Me Softly. 

2) Taste for success 

Despite his relatively tender age, 
Sanchez has already lifted a fair few 
trophies. He twice won the opening 
and closing stages of the Colombian 
league with first club Atletico 
Nacional, as well as securing two 
domestic cups. Before leaving 
Medellin for Ajax last summer, he 
signed off in style by helping Atletico 
clinch South America’s premier club 
competition, the Copa Libertadores, 
for the first time since 1989. On a 



Davinson Sanchez. 

personal level, he also took home 
Ajax’s player of the year award last 
season. 

3) Messi international debut 
Lionel Messi helped make 

Sanchez’s first senior international 
match one to forget. The Barcelona 
forward ensured the young defender 
endured a torrid debut, scoring the 
opening goal from a free-kick as 
Argentina went on to record a 
comfortable 3-0 World Cup 
qualifying win over Colombia in San 
Juan last November. Sanchez played 
the full 90 minutes of that game and 
has only featured once - a 2-2 draw 
with Spain in June - since. 

4) Spurs’ Dutch delights 
Tottenham have made a habit of 

plucking players from Holland’s 
Eredivisie. Sanchez becomes the 
fourth former Ajax man in the Spurs 
ranks, alongside Belgian defenders 
Toby Alderweireld and Jan 
Vertonghen and Danish play-maker 
Christian Eriksen. Mauricio 
Pochettino’s squad also contains a 
number of other talents who made 
their names in Dutch football, 
including goalkeeper Michel Vorm, 
midfielder Mousa Dembele and 
striker Vincent Janssen. 

5) Picked Ajax over Barca 
Sanchez reportedly rejected 

interest from Barcelona to join Ajax 
last summer, and was again linked 
with the Spanish giants this summer. 
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Ex-Everton 
ballboyset 
for debut 


Record signing Gylfi Sigurdsson is 
ready to made his debut for Everton 
-16 years after he first trained with 
the club. 

A long chase finally ended in 
success on Wednesday when the 
Toffees announced the capture of 
the Icelandic playmaker for a fee 
believed to be around £45m. 

Sigurdsson had made it known to 
Swansea at the end of last season 
that he wanted a new challenge, and 
that has brought him to the place 
where he first experienced Premier 
League football close up. 

Sigurdsson was a ball boy for 
Everton’s 5-0 win over West Ham 
back in 2001, with his brother 
posting pictures on social media of 
the 27-year-old then and now. 

“I got the chance to come over and 
train with the club for a couple of 
days and to be a ball boy, which was 
something I really enjoyed and I’m 
going to remember for the rest of my 
life,” he said. 

“Being next to the pitch in a 
Premier League game was 
incredible and that kind of gave me 
the feeling that this is what you want 
to do when you’re older. 

“Of course Everton is a big club, 
an old club with a good history so 
it’s definitely something I’ve always 
wanted to achieve. 



Gylfi Sigurdsson 


“It’s taken a while. I’m not going to 
lie. It was difficult sometimes 
mentally to finally get this over the 
line but I’m finally here so I’m 
delighted.” 

Swansea boss Paul Clement spoke 
warmly of Sigurdsson following his 
departure, with the Icelander the key 
figure in their Premier League 
survival last season. 

“Me and Paul and all of the staff 
there we had a really good 
relationship and we always talked 
directly to one another,” he said. 

“After a very difficult and a long 
season last year, if something would 
be possible for me to look 
somewhere else, I wanted to be 
open to it.” 

Sigurdsson is the latest arrival in a 
big-spending summer for Everton, 
who lost star striker Romelu Lukaku 
to Manchester United but have 
brought in the likes of Wayne 
Rooney, Davy Klaasen, Jordan 
Pickford and Michael Keane. 

Toffees boss Ronald Koeman has 
had his eye on Sigurdsson since 
joining the club last summer, and 
has no doubt his revamped squad 
has been strengthened. 

The Dutchman said: “He was from 
the start of last season a long time 
on my list. He can play as an 
offensive midfielder, behind the 
striker, he can play in a free role 
what he did at Swansea.” 


SAINTS 


Saints takeover 


Peter 

Howard 



NEW owners can bring sweeping 
changes, forever altering a club’s 
identity and traditions, which may 
have been forged over a hundred 
years or more. 

It might also change the path of a 
club’s fortunes, for better or worse. 

The most common outcome of a 
new investment is that a club is not 
the same as it was before, whether 
that was to be saved from liquida¬ 
tion or to built as a new power¬ 
house of the game. 

Generally, it has a significant 
change in a club’s future. 

You only have to look back to July 
2009 when the late, great Markus 
Liebherr saved Southampton FC 
from extinction. 

That was a complete change 
around from the financial dire 
straits to once again thriving. 

After Markus died in 2010, his 
daughter Katharina took owner¬ 
ship and the club rose through 
the ranks and back to the Premier 
League in back-to-back promo¬ 
tions. 

That was an outstanding achieve¬ 
ment and what followed was equal¬ 
ly as impressive as Saints achieved 
four successive top eight finishes 
in the Premier League. 

The Liebherrs’ stable and shrewd 
ownership never oversaw wild 
spending, which would have risked 
long term problems, but saw them 
spend an amount to keep the club 
moving forward. 

Growth and ambition was impor¬ 
tant, but stability was the real key. 

Combining the two was what 
Saints have tried their best to 
achieve, and done so in many ways. 

It might not have been a Leicester 
City winning the Premier League 
type of achievement, but Europa 
League qualification and lofty fin¬ 
ishes in the top-flight consistently 
is undoubtedly impressive. 

Most of the time, a lot of the in¬ 
come and spending - in this Pre¬ 
mier League era anyway - was kept 
in motion through player sales. 

It was clever and was admirable 
that Saints under the Liebherrs 
managed to move forward and sus¬ 
tain this progress. 

But there was always a time limit 
on the sustainability of this meth¬ 
od of ownership - fresh investment 
was always key 

It’s clear what unwise ownership 
can do to a club, and therefore find¬ 
ing the correct investment from 
Liebherr’s perspective was very 
important. 

You only have to glance at Leyton 
Orient, Blackburn, Charlton and 
Sunderland’s recent histories to 
gain insight into what bad owner¬ 
ship can do to a club. 

Viewing the situation Rangers 
continue to find themselves in is 
another point of interest. Their 
era of ‘spend spend spend’ to gain 
success ended in liquidation and 
they’re clearly still not out the 
woods now, even if they’re back in 
the Scottish Premiership. 

At Leeds, Peter Ridsdale created 



Katharina Liebherr and 
Ralph Krueger at St 
Mary's. Liebherr retains 
a 20 per cent stake in the 
club while Krueger, for 
the moment, remains 
chairman. 


Liebherr remains very much at 
the heart of the club; she may 
eventually sell her remaining 
stake but wants to be involved 
currently. This is reassuring. 


an expensively-assembled team of 
stars, but that investment was their 
ultimate downfall as they failed to 
produce on the pitch and were rele¬ 
gated from the Premier League and 
have yet to return since 2004. 

Examples of bad ownership litter 
the football landscape. Blackpool 
are another club who have suffered 
horrendously at the hands of their 
owners, the Oyston family. 

Saints have been very lucky with 


the Liebherrs. 

Katharina could have lobbed big 
money at transfers and appeased 
a few fans with big name signings. 

But that would have been a costly 
tactic. 

That could have been viable in 
the short-term. You could have any 
number of superstars in the squad, 
but in ten years time the club could 
be back in League One, having bro¬ 
ken their budget. 


So as Jisheng Gao begins his 
era as new owner of Southampton 
FC, there is a certain level of un¬ 
certainty about what direction the 
club might now go. 

Firstly, however, and reassuring¬ 
ly so, Liebherr has picked Gao per¬ 
sonally and has got to know him 
and his daughter, Nelly, who she is 
said to have grown close to. 

Those relationships and trust 
have led to Liebherr’s decision that 
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'Nothing 
wrong with 
expectation' 


Huddersfield boss David Wagner 
feels there is nothing wrong with 
there being a rising sense of 
expectation around the club - but is 
amused by the suggestion they are 
favourites for Sunday’s match 
against Newcastle. 

The Terriers head into what will be 
their first ever Premier League home 
game having last week made a 
hugely impressive start to their first 
top-flight campaign since 1971-72, 
winning 3-0 at Crystal Palace. 

Asked ahead of the Newcastle 
contest about trying to manage 
expectations, Wagner said: “Maybe 
they are rising and I will not stop 
expectations, because we have 
expectations. 

“We were very happy with our start 
and we are now very excited to have 
the first Premier League home game 
in the club’s history in front of us. 

“We will prepare as good as we 
can to cause Newcastle some 
problems.” 

But Wagner also emphasised that 
Newcastle - beaten 2-0 at home by 
Tottenham last Sunday - are “an 
opponent with a lot of experience, 
quality and a fantastic manager 
(Rafael Benitez)”. 

And when it was put to him that 
Huddersfield were being tipped as 
favourites for the meeting with last 
season’s second-tier champions, 
Wagner laughed as he said: “We are 


David Wagner 


favourites? Who is saying this? 

Crazy world - Huddersfield Town 
favourites in a Premier League 
game!” 

He added: “This game is totally 
open, and that is a good thing, 
because it means we have a chance. 

“It is the perfect scenario for us - 
we play a Premier League game at 
home and we have the feeling we 
have a chance. Not an extraordinary 
chance, but a chance. 

“We don’t ask for more than to 
have a chance before kick-off. Then, 
after the kick-off, we have to deliver. 
That is the most important thing. 

“We have seen we are able to be 
competitive - we were in the last 
game, and hopefully we can show 
this again on Sunday against 
Newcastle as well.” 

Wagner also gave a smile when he 
was asked about the comments 
Huddersfield record signing Steve 
Mounie had made last week after 
marking his competitive debut with a 
brace against Palace. 

The 22-year-old Benin striker had 
spoken about trying to emulate his 
“idol” Didier Drogba. 

And Wagner said: “He played a 
very good game. He did his job - he 
scored two goals. 

“But Didier Drogba and Steve 
Mounie in one sentence? This is not 
the time to bring both names into 
one sentence! Hopefully there will 
be the time that this is the right 
thing, but not at the minute.” 


Gao is a suitable owner and thus 
the £210m deal for 80 per cent of 
the football club was agreed after 
protracted talks. 

And that may be one of the most 
important points to remember 
about this deal: Liebherr picked 
them. 

This is a family who have brought 
incredible stability and success to 
the club and only an owner able to 
continue that would ever fit the bill 


for Katharina. 

She was not looking for the quick 
sale, looking for the billionaire 
playboy, who would lob all their 
cash at a project and likely lose in¬ 
terest after a few seasons, leaving 
the club back where Markus found 
them. 

No, Liebherr was looking for 
someone who could continue to 
bring a considered and likely sen¬ 
sible approach to ownership, to 


make sure Saints would not need 
another saviour. 

Liebherr remains very much at 
the heart of the club; she may even¬ 
tually sell her remaining stake but 
wants to be involved currently. 
This is reassuring. 

In her statement announcing the 
deal, she mentioned that “I am ex¬ 
cited about what we will achieve 
together” and that Gao “shares our 
values and ambitions”. 


That suggests that this change is 
going to continue what has already 
been done, not change it and take it 
in a different direction. 

This will not be the identity 
change that many would have sus¬ 
pected. It is likely to bring more 
stability, and really that’s as far it’ll 
go at this point. 

It should not be expected that 
Saints will suddenly become Man¬ 
chester City and spend ridiculous 
amounts of dosh on players. 

No, don’t expect that. 

It might be wise not to even ex¬ 
pect any real recognisable change 
in the transfer market very soon. 

Gao is said to be worth around 
£1.5bn. 

With that fortune, he will be 
able to continue what has already 
been achieved. Saints will be able 
to compete in the Premier League 
and perhaps it may stop the stream 
of players departing St Mary’s. 

But his fortune will not fire 
Saints in to the top four on a regu¬ 
lar basis. 

What it will bring is security, 
though. 

That may not sound overly at¬ 
tractive to fans. 

Supporting the club is a support¬ 
er’s distraction, their escapism. 

It’s entertainment and a passion, 
a form of tribalism. 

They’re not necessarily interest¬ 
ed in the intricacies of ownership, 
the business behind the game. 

They want squad investment and 
for the team to go far on the pitch. 

Fans pay a lot of money to watch 
and they want a return for that - 
and rightly so. 

In the past, before the likes of 
Sheikh Mansour - Manchester 
City’s owner who is worth around 
£17bn - and Paris-Saint Germain’s 
Oryx Qatar Sports Investments 
owners, wealthy people like Gao 
could send clubs flying up the 
league. 

No now, not with players going 
for £200m, not with full backs being 
signed for £50m and even middling 
Premier League clubs spending 
£20m plus on one player. 

The money just wouldn’t stretch 
far enough. 

Mansour had spent around £lbn 
after about four years of owner¬ 
ship in 2012. 

It would not be viable for Gao to 
try and even compete with that, it’s 
not realistic. 

But will Gao be able to continue 
what the Liebherrs have already 
built? 

It won’t be about a change of 
identity, a departure from what we 
know, but it will, hopefully, see Gao 
work out a way of taking what’s al¬ 
ready there and sustaining it. 

In many ways that makes it a 
strange investment for Gao. 

Investors are always looking po¬ 
tential growth and you’d say that 
Saints are nearly at their maxi¬ 
mum. There may be little Gao can 
do to actually take the club further 
forward. 

However, he won’t have decided 
to spend a significant amount of 
his fortune without a few a ideas. 
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Diego Costa- 
a timeline 


SAINTS 



Striker Diego Costa is in dispute 
with Chelsea. The 28-year-old moved 
from Atletico Madrid for £32million 
in July 2014, signing a five-year 
contract, and has won two Premier 
League titles and the League Cup in 
three seasons at Stamford Bridge. 

Here, the Sports Pink provides a 
timeline of the events which have led 
to his exile. 

January 13 

Costa does not travel with the 
Chelsea squad to Leicester for the 
following day’s fixture following 
reports of a behind-the-scenes bust- 
up with Antonio Conte and his 
backroom staff amid suggestions 
the striker’s head had been turned 
by a mega-money offer from China. 

January 14 

Without Costa, Chelsea win 3-0 at 
Leicester. Conte insists the reason 
for the striker’s omission was a back 
injury. 

January 17 

The owner of Tianjin Quanjian, who 
had been linked with a mega-money 
offer for Costa, says new rules in the 
Chinese Super League have altered 
their recruitment plans. But 
speculation gathers of a return to 
Atletico Madrid. 


January 20 

Conte says Costa is available to 
play against Hull. The Italian adds: “I 



Diego Costa 


think the player wants to stay at 
Chelsea. He’s very happy with us. 
This idea (to move) is far from his 
mind. I’m sure about his 
commitment, his behaviours, his will 
to fight with this team, to try 
together to fight to the end to try to 
win the title.” 

January 22 

Costa is restored to Chelsea’s 
starting line-up at the first 
opportunity and scores his 52nd 
goal on his 100th Chelsea 
appearance in a 2-0 win over Hull. 
Conte says: “I hope with this game 
to finish the speculation about him, 
about Chelsea, about me and him.” 

May 8 

Costa scores his 20th goal of the 
Premier League season in a 3-0 win 
over Middlesbrough which takes the 
Blues within reach of the Premier 
League title. 

May 27 

Chelsea lose the FA Cup final 2-1 
to Arsenal. Costa scores his 59th 
goal for the Blues on his 120th 
appearance. 

May 28 

Costa insists he does not wish to 
move to China and only wants to 
move to Atletico if he leaves 
Chelsea. 

Continued on facing page 


Curious case of 



SAINTS’ League Cup opponents 
at St Mary’s next Wednesday are 
a curious case study in to Chinese 
ownership of English clubs. 

As Saints ring in a new era af¬ 
ter Jisheng Gao’s takeover of the 
club, Wolves are a year deep in to 
their ownership under Fosun In¬ 
ternational, led by Jeff Shi. 

Fosun bought Wolves for £30m 
on July 212016 and instantly they 
laid down a marker that they 
wanted the club back in the Pre¬ 
mier League as soon as possible. 

Shi pledged that Fosun would 
plough money in to the academy, 
promote youngsters to the first 
team and support the local com¬ 
munity. 

Fosun, which is worth around 
£7.7bn, is chaired by China’s 17th 
richest man, Guo Guangchang 
and therefore in one fell swoop 
made Wolves one of the richest 
clubs in the country. 

That fortune eclipses the £1.5bn 
Gao - who spent £210m on an 80 
per cent stake - is said to be worth. 

In his first press conference at 
the club, Shi said: “I have spent a 
lot of time looking for a club and 
to invest in Europe -1 have looked 
at more than 15 clubs in two years. 

“I happen to find that this club 
is the right one because it fits all 
of our standards - the current cri¬ 
teria here, the academy here is 
very good and we have so many 
young talents. 

“The club is very clean, and 
there are good facilities here. 

“We want to do something in the 
UK and I see very good potential 
to promote the club into the Pre¬ 
mier League. 

“Some clubs are very expensive, 
some clubs are very cheap, but it 
depends on the value inside the 
club: the potential, the history, 
the fanbase. 

“Some clubs are good, but you 
can’t do anymore to improve the 
club - you could invest in Man¬ 
chester United. But what more 
could you do there? 

“Here there is a very good struc¬ 
ture and a base, where we can 
move on and do a lot of things 
to help them - that’s the club we 
want to invest.” 

The potential in Wolves was 
what attracted the Chinese. 

Wolves are just one of seven 
clubs who have investors from 
China, with fellow west midlands 
clubs Aston Villa, Birmingham 
City and West Brom also having 
Chinese owners. 

Northampton Town, Reading 
and now Saints complete the set. 

Fosun’s era at Wolves is now a 
year old and there have certainly 
been lessons learnt. 


Despite offering words of sup¬ 
port for then manager Kenny 
Jackett at their first press confer¬ 
ence at the club, Fosun sacked the 
now Portsmouth boss within a 
week of their arrival. 

Just one week before the start 
of the Championship season, the 
owners got rid of a manager who 
had been in charge at Molineux 
for three years. 


The decision came four days 
after the club said Jackett’s posi¬ 
tion was not under threat. 

Jackett was replaced by Walter 
Zenga and it was safe to say Fosun 
International had a big appetite 
for instant success and to get back 
in to the Premier League. 

The former Italy goalkeeper, 
however, lasted just 87 days in 
charge, despite significant invest¬ 


ment in the squad in the summer 
transfer window. 

Under Zenga, Wolves had won 
just four of 14 league games and 
were 18th in the Championship 
when he left. 

Patience had already worn thin 
for Fosun, who were not prepared 
for a struggle in the second tier. 

Eleven days after Zenga’s exit, 
Fosun turned to a more familiar 
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So the pressure was already on 
for Lambert to deliver that in¬ 
stant success that the Chinese in¬ 
vestors wanted. 

Yet, after just seven months, 
Lambert was shown the door in 
May. 

His role became untenable over 
a dispute about who has the final 
say on signing players. 

It came as part of coaching re¬ 
structure by Fosun following an 
end-of-season review. 

Lambert’s sacking was curious. 

There is one name that keeps 
popping up in Fosun’s dealings 
within football - super agent 
Jorge Mendes, who represents the 
likes of Jose Mourinho, Cristiano 
Ronaldo and David De Gea. 

It is said they have a business 
partnership and Mendes has been 
central to Fosun’s moves into 
football. 

Mendes played a part in the 
initial investment in Wolves last 
year and most recently was in¬ 
fluential in new manager Nuno 
Espirito Santo’s arrival. Nuno is 
one of his clients. 

Nuno said of his relationship 
with Mendes: “I am a client of the 
best agent in the world. I do my 
job; he does his job.” 

The 43-year-old came in as Lam¬ 
bert’s replacement this summer. 

It is partly Fosun’s close work¬ 
ing relationship with Mendes 
that led to Lambert’s departure in 
the first place. 

Several of their 12 signings in 
the summer of 2016 were lined up 
by Mendes - the majority of whom 
struggled to make an impact at 
Molineux. 

Helder Costa was the one excep¬ 
tion. He was an undoubted suc¬ 
cess. 

Costa joined on loan from Ben- 
fica at the start of the campaign, 
completing a club-record £13m 
move in January. 

Continued on page 30 


name in British football, with 
Paul Lambert signing a one-year 
rolling contract. 

Shi made the final decision on 
Lambert’s appointment and said; 
“Paul arrives with extensive 
managing experience at different 
levels, in recent years in the Pre¬ 
mier League and the Champion¬ 
ship. 

“Paul and ourselves share the 


same vision and the same mis¬ 
sion, to achieve promotion from 
the Championship as soon as pos¬ 
sible, and then aim for a higher 
goal in the Premier League. 

“That mission never changes, 
and we are doing everything pos¬ 
sible to realise it. 

“We strongly believe Paul is 
the key and long-term leader of 
Wolves to achieve our goals to¬ 


gether with the team. 

“I fully understand the expecta¬ 
tions of the fans and I believe we 
have learned quickly in these last 
three months and are now mov¬ 
ing in the right direction. 

“To achieve success we now 
are now aiming to have a period 
of stability and all work together 
with persistence for our common 
goals.” 


Saints v Wolves action. Main 
pic - Graeme Le Saux goes flying 
after a challenge from Paul Ince 
at St Mary's in 2003. Above left 
- Theo Walcott makes his debut 
as a 16-year-old in August 2005. 
Top right - Claus Lundekvam 
scores his historic first ever goal 
for Saints - after over seven years 
of trying - at Molineux in April 
20b4. 


Timeline of 
Costa's 
Chelsea exile 


from facing page 

“I have no intention of leaving, I’m 
very happy here, I have two years on 
my contract, but if the club want to 
sell me there is one club I would go 
to,” Costa says. 

June 8 

Costa says Conte sent him a text 
message to tell the striker he is not 
in his plans next season. 

July 21 

On Chelsea’s pre-season tour to 
Asia, without Costa, Conte says the 
decision to cut the striker from his 
squad was made in January. The 
player and his agent, Jorge Mendes, 
were aware. “The situation is 
closed,” Conte adds. 

August 4 

A lawyer stating he represents 
Costa threatens legal action after 
the striker was told he was free to 
leave. Chelsea describe claims 
Conte is forcing out Costa as “just 
nonsense”. 

August 11 

Chelsea and Conte are tight-lipped 
on Costa as it emerges legal 
proceedings are taking place behind 
the scenes. 



Diego Costa 

August 14 

Costa criticises Chelsea’s 
treatment of him this summer in an 
interview with The Daily Mail. He 
says he is “not a criminal” and is 
prepared to remain in exile in Brazil 
for a year. 

Costa criticises Chelsea’s 
treatment of him this summer in an 
interview with the Daily Mail. He says 
he is “not a criminal” and is 
prepared to remain in exile in Brazil 
for a year. 

August 17 

Repeats his wish to return to 
Atletico, and says he believes the 
situation will be resolved upon his 
return to Spain. 

August 18 

In an interview with ESPN Brasil, 
Costa pleads with Chelsea to lower 
their asking price to allow him to 
return to Atletico. 

Conte, when told about Costa’s 
interviews, said: “It’s great. I prefer 
to laugh. I can tell you that everyone 
who was in Chelsea knows very well 
what happened last season with 
Diego. It’s funny, this interview.” 
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Real set to 
reign in 
Spain again 

The new LaLiga season starts this 
weekend with El Clasico foes 
Barcelona and Real Madrid getting 
their respective campaigns under 
way against Real Betis and 
Deportivo La Coruna on Sunday. 

Neymar-less Barca are out to 
reclaim the Spanish crown from 
Zinedine Zidane’s Real - deprived of 
Cristiano Ronaldo for four games - 
while the likes of Sevilla will look to 
gatecrash the title race. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
some points of interest ahead of the 
2017-18 season. 


WHO'S GOING TO 
WIN IT? 


Real Madrid. A change of manager 
rarely has a destabilising effect at 
Barca but, coupled with the shock 
departure of Neymar for Paris St 
Germain, uncertainty is currently the 
catchword at the Nou Camp. Under 
Ernesto Valverde the Blaugrana 
ought to lose no tactical nous and 
even without Neymar they will be 
ruthless in front of goal, but the 
momentum is with Zidane’s men at 
the Bernabeu and, unlike in 
Barcelona, there is no real capital 
pressure to prioritise a pursuit of the 
Champions League trophy. And, in 
Marco Asensio, Real boast the most 



Neymar 


exciting breakthrough talent in 
Spain. 

WHO'LL BE THE 
SURPRISE PACKAGE? 

No-one upset the established 
order in May with Alaves - then under 
current Saints boss Mauricio 
Pellegrino - looking good for 
European football until they faded to 
ninth. Former Champions League 
regulars Malaga, after a few years of 
drifting, look poised to surge up the 
table from 11th after making a canny 
appointment in the shape of the 
well-travelled Michel, who delivered 
an immediate upturn in results when 
he arrived in the spring. Beyond that 
Valencia remain an unpredictable 
entity with unfulfilled potential. 

SUMMER SIGNINGS 
TO WATCH? 

Unusually for a Spanish summer 
the focus was less on the players 
who arrived in LaLiga than on who 
departed, with class acts Neymar, 
Alvaro Morata and James Rodriguez 
all moving on. 

Barca’s activity has been 
understated - Nelson Semedo and 
Paulinho are shrewd captures - while 
Real opted to add in strength in 
depth by picking up Theo Hernandez 
and Dani Ceballos. 

Continued on facing page 


SAINTS 




R1ZLA 


EASTLEK 


Imtlekhihet? 


CIGARETTE PAPERS All 


With West Ham visiting St Mary's this weekend, the Sports Pink delves back into the archives to feature three great Daily Echo pictures from Saints' home 
game against the Hammers in February 1967. 
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LaLiga- 
whatcan 
we expect? 

from facing page 

Sevilla were the busiest club: Luis 
Muriel, Simon Kjaer, Nolito, Ever 
Banega and Jesus Navas were just a 
few of the names through the door 
at the Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan 
ahead of an expected assault on the 
top three. 

WHO'S UP & WHO'S 
GOING DOWN? 

Levante and Getafe are back in the 
top flight after single-term absences 
but it might be relative unknowns 
Girona who fare best. Pablo 
Machin’s Catalans have borrowed 
four players - Pablo Maffeo, Aleix 
Garcia, Douglas Luiz and Marios 
Moreno - from Manchester City and 
should use them wisely in what will 
be a tough fight for survival. 

Leganes pulled it off last season but 
have thus far failed to strengthen 
significantly and might face the 
drop. Celta Vigo and Las Palmas 
should be wary, too. 

ANY OTHER 
BUSINESS? 

No mention of Cristiano Ronaldo? 
The Real hitman, who has enjoyed 
another stellar year despite 
registering his lowest tally of league 
goals during his Bernabeu career, 
continues to hog the headlines. The 



Cristiano Ronaldo 


32-year-old Portuguese - now a four¬ 
time Champions League winner - is 
expecting his fourth child this year 
but celebrations for both matters 
have been somewhat spoiled by his 
court trial for alleged failure to pay 
taxes in full - he denies the charges - 
and the small matter of a five-match 
ban - one of which he has served 
already - which has sidelined him for 
the hotly anticipated start of the new 
campaign. Ronaldo slammed the 
Spanish football federation for the 
“exaggerated and ridiculous” 
sanction that arrived after he pushed 
the referee in the back during the 
first leg of the Supercopa de 
Espana. Never a dull moment. 

LALIGA TOP SCORERS 

2014/15 

Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid) 48 
Lionel Messi (Barcelona) 43 
Antoine Griezmann (Atletico Madrid) 22 
Neymar (Barcelona) 22 

2015/16 

Luis Suarez (Barcelona) 40 

Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid) 35 

Lionel Messi (Barcelona) 26 

Neymar (Barcelona) 24 

Karim Benzema (Real Madrid) 24 

Antoine Griezmann (Atletico Madrid) 22 

2016/17 

Lionel Messi (Barcelona) 37 
Luis Suarez (Barcelona) 29 
Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid) 25 
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<»«•» It's Tottenham v Chelsea at Wembley aqain 

FIFA award 


Tottenham’s Harry Kane has 
joined England internationals 
Lucy Bronze and Jodie Taylor in 
being shortlisted for The Best 
FIFA Football Awards. 

The second edition of the latest 
incarnation of FIFA’s annual 
awards will be held on October 23 
in London, recognising top 
performers from the 2016-17 
season. 

National team captains, national 
team head coaches and members 
of the international media each 
make up 25 per cent of the vote 
for the award, with a public fan 
ballot making up the remaining 
quarter. 

The Best FIFA Men's Player 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang (Borussia 
Dortmund), Leonardo Bonucci (Juven- 
tus/AC Milan), Gianluigi Buffon (Ju- 
ventus), Dani Carvajal (Real Madrid), 
Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid), 

Paulo Dybala (Juventus), Antoine 
Griezmann (Atletico Madrid), Eden 
Hazard (Chelsea), Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
(Manchester United), Andres Iniesta 
(Barcelona), Harry Kane (Tottenham), 
N'Golo Kante (Chelsea), Toni Kroos 
(Real Madrid), Robert Lewandowski 
(Bayern Munich), Marcelo (Real 



Harry Kane 


Madrid), Lionel Messi (Barcelona), 
Luka Modric (Real Madrid), Keylor 
Navas (Real Madrid), Manuel Neuer 
(Bayern Munich), Neymar (Barcelona/ 
Paris St Germain), Sergio Ramos (Real 
Madrid), Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal), 

Luis Suarez (Barcelona), Arturo Vidal 
(Bayern Munich) 

The Best FIFA Men's Coach 
Massimiliano Allegri (Juventus), Carlo 
Ancelotti (Bayern Munich), Antonio 
Conte (Chelsea), Luis Enrique (Bar¬ 
celona), Pep Guardiola (Manchester 
City), Leonardo Jardim (Monaco), 
Joachim Low (Germany), Jose Mour- 
inho (Manchester United), Mauricio 
Pochettino (Tottenham), Diego Sime- 
one (Atletico Madrid), Tite (Brazil), 
Zinedine Zidane (Real Madrid) 

The Best FIFA Women's Player 
Lucy Bronze (Manchester City), Deyna 
Castellanos (Santa Clarita Blue Heat), 
Pernille Harder (Linkopings/Wolfs- 
burg), Sam Kerr (Perth Glory/Sky 
Blue FC), Carli Lloyd (Houston Dash/ 
Manchester City), Dzsenifer Marozsan 
(Lyon), Lieke Martens (Barcelona), 
Vivianne Miedema (Arsenal), Wendie 
Renard (Lyon), Jodie Taylor (Arsenal) 

The Best FIFA Women's Coach 
Olivier Echouafni (France), Emma 
Hayes (Chelsea), Ralf Kellermann 
(Wolfsburg), Xavi Llorens (Barcelona), 
Nils Nielsen (Denmark), Florence 
Omagbemi (Nigeria), Gerard Pre- 
cheur(Lyon), Dominik Thalhammer 
(Austria), Sarina Wiegman (Holland), 
Hwang Yong-bong (North Korea and 
North Korea Under-20s) 


Tottenham and Chelsea play at Wembley 
Stadium on Sunday in the Premier League. 

Last season’s runners-up Spurs host the 
Premier League champions at their rental 
home as the new White Hart Lane 
construction concludes. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at what has 
happened since the FA Cup semi-final clash 
won by Chelsea in April. 

Manager 

Tottenham: A quiet summer for Mauricio 
Pochettino, who is entering his fourth season 
as Spurs boss. 

Chelsea: Antonio Conte has signed a new 
contract as head coach, but it was not an 
extension and his long-term future remains 
uncertain. 


Players in 

Tottenham: After left-back Danny Rose 
questioned the club’s transfer policy, Spurs 
have signed Ajax defender Davinson 
Sanchez. 

Chelsea: Alvaro Morata’s arrival placated a 
support base concerned at the exile of Diego 
Costa. Defender Antonio Rudiger and 
midfielder Tiemoue Bakayoko (still to make 
his debut following injury) have also come in, 
along with back-up goalkeeper Willy 
Caballero. 

Players out 

Tottenham: Kyle Walker, who had fallen 
behind Kieran Trippier in the pecking order, 
left for Manchester City for a fee upwards of 
£45m. Rose, meanwhile, has been linked with 


Chelsea, among other. 

Chelsea: Costa has been told he can leave, 
but only wishes to join Atletico Madrid, who 
are under a transfer embargo. John Terry 
and Nemanja Matic have led the list of 
departures, with many young, fringe players 
leaving on loan, as usual. 


Wembley wonders? 

Tottenham: Two wins from 10 games under 
the arch of the new Wembley since it opened 
in 2007 are not a good omen. 

Chelsea: Chelsea have 10 wins at the new 
Wembley, including April’s FA Cup semi-final 
win over Spurs. The Blues have made 18 
appearances there, more than any other 
club, but have lost their last two there, both 
to Arsenal this year. 


Mauricio Pochettino 



Splashing the cash 





Ruben Neves, the Championship's most expensive player 


Chinese have big plans for 
Saints' League Cup rivals 


from page 27 

He ended 2016-17 as Wolves’ top scorer 
with 12 goals and swept the board at the 
club’s end-of-season awards. 

Lambert, before his sacking, had spo¬ 
ken about his wishes to sign British play¬ 
ers. 

But with Mendes sizeable involvement 
in transfer dealings, Lambert’s future 
was uncertain. 

So it suited Mendes that Nuno, one of 
his clients, came in as boss. It ultimately 
gave the agent more power. 

Immediately when Fosun International 
took over, £17m was spent on players - in¬ 
cluding Ivan Cavaleiro from Monaco for 
a then club-record £7m - with Mendes in¬ 
fluential. 

Joao Teixeira joined on loan from 
Benfica and defender Silvio signed from 
Atletico Madrid. 

In total 12 players came in, but Wolves 
only finished 15th in the Championship. 

In response to questions about the re¬ 
lationship with Mendes, Wolves said in a 
statement: “It is a matter of public record 
that Fosun have a percentage stake in the 
Gestifute company headed up by Jorge 
Mendes. 

“Jorge is available as an adviser to the 
owners, in the same way as many other 
agents and influential figures within 
football are. 

“However, the owners continue to lead 
on all key decisions, working closely with 
the board of directors and Wolves’ re¬ 
cruitment team.” 

Now Wolves have another man at the 
helm in Nuno - the seventh man to take 
of the club since February 2012. 

“I first got to know Nuno two years 
ago,” said Shi. 

“At that time, we hadn’t taken over 
Wolves. But, when talking to him, I was 
impressed by his football tactics. 

“Since the very beginning of the 
Wolves project, Fosun has been very clear 


on our strategic thinking and philosophy, 
and has huge ambition and confidence to 
achieve our goals. 

“In a sense, we are very glad to find 
Nuno with a football philosophy that is 
similar to ours. He has an impressive 
track record in the top divisions in Spain 
and Portugal.” 

And it looks so far if Fosun and every¬ 
one involved at Wolves have finally land¬ 
ed the man they needed at the helm - with 
a big slice of investment to help things 
along. 

Wolves have won four games in a row 
to start the season and sit second only on 
goal difference to Cardiff at the summit 
of the second tier ahead of this week¬ 
end’s clash with the Bluebirds. 

It’s been a busy summer at the Mo- 
lineux. 

They have spent already £19m but are 
ready to make further investment as they 
eye promotion. 

Wolves have been looking for a striker 
on the loan market - with Saints young¬ 
ster Sam Gallagher on their radar. 

But Fosun have freed up money to buy 
a striker now, despite ongoing concerns 
about breaking Financial Fair Play regu¬ 
lations. 

It’s been a spending frenzy already this 
summer, with the most significant invest¬ 
ment Ruben Neves from Santo’s former 
club Porto. The 20-year-old was brought 
in for a club and Championship record of 
around £15.8m. 

He made 59 appearances for Porto be¬ 
tween 2014-17 and national team debut in 
2015. 

Roderick Miranda, Barry Douglas, 
Ryan Bennett, John Ruddy, Phil Ofosu- 
Ayeh, Ruben Vinagre and Willy Bolly 
have also arrived this summer. 

They are spending big in their chase for 
Premier League football and the Chinese 
are unlikely to stop that spending - or 
sacking of managers - until they rejoin 
the elite. 
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'Disruption' 
must end 


Harry's new focus 
after the tears... 



Harry Arter 

'Having a child makes you 
see life in a different way' 


Neil 

Perrett 


UNTIL recently, smiles in the 
Arter family had been in short 
supply Tears, however, had sub¬ 
merged them. 

Having been immersed in heart¬ 
break, mourning and grieving, 
Cherries midfielder Harry Arter 
is slowly beginning to focus on 
the future. 

Not that he will ever forget the 
past having lost daughter Renee 
and grandparents Dennis and 
Edna in the space of 16 months. 

Renee was stillborn in Decem¬ 
ber 2015, while Dennis passed 
away 12 months ago and Edna in 
April, both parents to Harry’s dad 
Terry, a London taxi driver. 

Between the grief and devas¬ 
tation of bereavement came the 
blessing of birth when Arter and 
partner Rachel welcomed Renee’s 
sister Raine into the world in Feb¬ 
ruary. 

When Arter’s father Terry ar¬ 
rived in his black cab at Vitality 
Stadium for the visit of Watford 
this weekend, his son was deter¬ 
mined to give him something to 
help lift his spirits. 

“My dad has been really looking 
forward to the first home game 
of the season,” said Arter prior 
to the game. “He has always been 
very passionate about my football 
and loves coming to watch me. 

“Hopefully, I can put a smile 
on his face because it has been a 
really difficult year for him. He 
doesn’t have any brothers or sis¬ 
ters and it has been hard for me to 
support him. 

“I was struggling myself after 
we lost Renee and haven’t been 
there as much as I would have 
liked but the rest of my family 
have. 

“The older I have got, the more I 
have realised just how much of a 
help all my family have been. 

“When I look back at being re¬ 
leased by Charlton and dropping 
down to Conference South, my 
dad watched me all over the coun¬ 
try. 

“That was probably the most 
difficult time of my football ca¬ 
reer but he always gave me the 
belief that I was too good for that 
level. 

“All of my family have been 
very supportive. I am not saying 
I might not be where I am with¬ 
out them but I am so thankful to 
them.” 

Together with dad Terry, the 
Arter clan - mum Linda, brothers 


Dan, Benji and Paddy and sister 
Carly, who is married to former 
England star Scott Parker - have 
helped Harry through his darkest 
hours. 

“There was a period at the start 
of last season where I was finding 
things very difficult to deal with,” 
he said. 

“Losing my granddad so soon 
after Renee was tough. Before 
Renee, we had never grieved as a 
family. 

“There was a build-up of things. 
On the football side, there was in¬ 
jury and missing out on going to 
the Euros with the Republic of 
Ireland. A lot of things were start¬ 
ing to rankle. 

“Thankfully, I spoke to Scott 
who had lost his dad the day be¬ 


fore a game. It was good to speak 
to someone who had been though 
something similar. 

“It was a period of my life I will 
look back on and never get over. 
It is a case of trying to be able to 
deal with it in a more positive way 
and, thankfully, I am now in that 
position.” 

Arter, named this week in the 
Republic squad for two World 
Cup qualifiers next month, says 
he is loving every minute of fa¬ 
therhood: “I am really enjoying 
it. Everyone says the first six 
months are the most difficult and 
we have passed that now. 

“I get home from training and 
games and see her smile. Her per¬ 
sonality is forming as well which 
is lovely to see. I have really em¬ 


braced it. 

“Rachel is doing an unbeliev¬ 
able job and I have to give her all 
the credit for doing the night du¬ 
ties and all the hard work. 

“I come home, Raine has been 
fed and we have a play. I really ap¬ 
preciate what Rachel has done. 

“Having a child makes you grow 
up and see life in a totally differ¬ 
ent way. Everything I am working 
for now is purely about trying to 
give her the best childhood and 
adulthood I can. 

“Things like signing a new 
contract take on a new mean¬ 
ing. It was something I wanted to 
achieve to put myself in a better 
position for my life and for Raine 
and Rachel. 

“What you work for and how 
hard you work changes because 
you want to give your family a 
better life. 

“I have new goals now. I want to 
try to progress and make things 
even better. Raine and my family 
are now my drive.” 


Stoke boss Mark Hughes would 
like the summer transfer window 
to close before the start of the 
season due to the “disruption” it 
causes. 

The existing window shuts on 
August 31 - 20 days after the start 
of the Premier League campaign 
and almost a month after the first 
EFL fixtures have taken place. 

Various managers have already 
expressed their frustration that 
transfer business is still being 
conducted well into the new 
season and say they would prefer 
the window to close earlier, and 
Hughes is of the same opinion. 

He said: “From a manager’s 
point of view I would be in favour 
of the window closing before the 
season starts because of the 
disruption it causes.” 

West Ham boss Slaven Bilic has 
also backed the idea, and said it 
should be put in place across 
Europe. 

Asked if he agreed with vice- 
chairman Karren Brady that 17 
out of 20 top-flight clubs would be 
in favour of the window closing 
early, the Croatian replied: “Yes. 

It is mutual from me and the club. 
We are on the same line. I would 
like that to happen. It would help 
everybody. 

“For me it has to be across the 
leagues because otherwise there 
is no point. (Otherwise) it would 
put the clubs in an even worse 
situation that you would still lose 
players if the clubs from abroad 
wanted them and you wouldn’t be 
able to replace them. 

“It would only protect us if no 
other Premier League clubs can 
take your players. Let’s say the 
(Philippe) Coutinho situation - it 
would not stop Liverpool from 
losing him but it would stop them 
from finding a replacement. 

“For me it’s a great idea, and 
I’m the first one who is definitely 
a yes. You are starting the pre¬ 
season with one team, you are 
finishing the pre-season with 
another team, and then when it 
starts you go like... some teams 
are losing 30 per cent of the 
team. 

“It definitely should be across 
Europe.” 

West Brom head coach Tony 
Pulis cited Manchester City’s 
pursuit of Albion defender Jonny 
Evans as a reason why the 
window should close before the 
campaign kicks off. 

“I think what it (relating to 
Evans) shows and proves is that it 
should close before season 
starts,” he said. “It’s a disease 
that’s grown. People have 
protracted deals until the last 
minute and unsettled people. 

“It’s a good thing this year that 
clubs at the top of the tree are 
struggling to keep their players 
so they understand what clubs at 
the middle and bottom go 
through. 

“It won’t be this way next year - 
the change will go through.” 



Mark Hughes 
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TURTLE BEACH BY ELEGANT HOTELS FROM £1459rr 

7NIS.au INCLUSIVE. 4V 


CRYSTAL COVE BY ELEGANT HOTELS FROM £1599pp 

7HTS.AU INCLUSIVE. 4.5V 


THE SALE WONT LAST FOREVER 
ONLINE I 03333056035 I IN-STORE 


SEIZE THE HOLIDAY 



HOLIDAYS 
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Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100 # s of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
& dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 



Functional Benefits 


Emotional Bern 


G © P> ^ Q <®> O 



The Top S reasons why people choose Some 

D.iy Teeth from Solutions Dental Clinic 

1. FASTI Get a full arch of natural-looking teeth 
plus dental implants Fitted in just one day. 

2. COMFORTABLE! Because Same Day Teeth 
are fixed in place, they don't shift about while 
you're eating or talking. 

3. NATURAL-LOOKING! Your new teeth will look 
very lifelike, and support your lips and cheeks to 
help your face look more youthful 

4. ENJOYABLE! You can choose the foods you 
may have been avoiding - bite and chew 
naturally 

5. EXPERT! The Solutions Dental Clinic tpam 
are highly experienced in the Same Day Teeth 
techniques, and we'll design a treatment plan 
that's tailored to your needs, including sedation 
dentistry if you wish 


Sedation dentistry 

Many patients are nervous or even phobic about 
going to the dentist. Solutions Dental Clinic 
has a drfferent attitude and we aim to put you 
completely at your ease. We also offer sedation 
dentistry which provides a variety of sedation 
and anaesthesia options to ensure you can be 
completely relaxed. 

0% finance 

Solutions Dental Clinic can help you spread the 
cost of your investment in your new smile, 
thanks to our partnership with Finance 4 Patients, 
the experienced dental finance company 
(subject to status). 


SAME DAY TEETH 


Why not join us on one of our discovery days? (By appointment < 

Thursday 31 St August Consultations are FREE! 

www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 

Call: 01962 864 655 


Set sail to adventure with Red Funnel 
and save up to 20% off ferry travel* 
when you book attraction tickets. 


Save today: 

redfunnel.co.uk/ 

adventureoffer 


RED FUNNEL 
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Vipers at 
The Bowl 

Southern Vipers coach 
Nick Denning is wary of 
the threat posed by Surrey 
Stars when the top two in 
the Kia Women’s Super 
League meet on Sunday 

Something has to give 
at the Ageas Bowl when 
Denning’s Southern 
Vipers host the only other 
side with a 100 per cent 
record in what promises 
to be a great advert for the 
domestic competition. 

“We’re really looking 
forward to it,” said 
Denning. 

“We beat the Stars 
last season in the first 
game when we probably 
benefitted from better 
preparation and they 
didn’t make it to Finals 
Day but they look a lot 
stronger this season. 

“There is a lot of talent 
in their side. 

“Nat Sciver, Tammy 
Beaumont, Laura Marsh 



Nick Denning (Dave Vokes) 


and Rene Farrell are all 
potential match-winners, 
but we’re pretty happy 
with our squad at the 
moment as well.” 

Denning expects 
Sunday’s game to be 
played on the same wicket 
Hampshire used last night 
for their NatWest T20 Blast 
game against Somerset. 

“If it’s only been used 
for 40 overs it should be a 
decent wicket,” he said. 

“I certainly don’t think 
it will be a ‘win toss win 
match’ pitch. 

“We want to play on the 
freshest wicket possible. 

“That might mean we 
don’t necessarily have a 
great advantage being at 
home but it should make 
for a decent spectacle.” 

Denning added: “Four 
wins out of five should 
get us through to the 
finals, but there are some 
really good teams with 
a lot of quality in each 
of them, no one can be 
underestimated.” 


Memory days for dementia sufferers 



The Hampshire Cricket Support¬ 
ers Club, 1864, will be hosting an¬ 
other memory day for sufferers 
of dementia during Southern Vi¬ 
pers’ match against Surrey Stars 
at the Ageas Bowl tomorrow. 

Hampshire Cricket has pro¬ 
vided a hospitality box for 1864 
to host those living with and im¬ 
pacted by dementia and mental 
health problems during Specsav- 
ers County Championship match¬ 
es at The Ageas Bowl this season. 

More than 30 attended a mem¬ 
ory day during the draw against 
Lancashire earlier this month. 


Southern Vipers stars Suzie 
Bates, Hayley Matthews and 
Mignon du Preez all visited the 
guests along with former Hamp¬ 
shire captain Nick Pocock. 

The cricket memory days have 
increased by 500 per cent this 
year and will be delivered at 
non-league football matches in 
Hampshire during the 2017/18 
season - at Eastleigh FC, Havant 
& Waterlooville FC, AFC Totton, 
Aldershot Town and Basingstoke 
Town - through the sporting com¬ 
munity group, Active License. 

1864 chairman Simon Young 


said: “Above all, 1864 is here to 
support people and communities 
through pastoral support and 
welfare guidance by means of en¬ 
gagement through sport. 

“We also hope to be able to an¬ 
nounce a number of partnerships 
with additional sports in the com¬ 
ing weeks, as well as some really 
exciting sponsorship opportuni¬ 
ties and events that are planned. 

“If you would like to help 
sponsor or support, please do 
get in touch via the 1864 web¬ 
site [1864hampshire.co.uk] or at 
info. 1864@gmail.com. ” 


Weatheriey targets 
a first-team recall 



Joe Weatheriey hit a 28-ball 43 in last season's Natwest T20 Blast (Dave Vokes Photography) 



HAMPSHIRE batsman Joe 
Weatheriey is hoping his bowling 
will help earn him a first-team re¬ 
call after returning from his loan 
spell with Kent. 

The 20 year-old took 5-15 with his 
off-spin as the twos beat Worcester¬ 
shire by 311 runs at The Ageas Bowl 
on Thursday 

Hampshire have a Second Eleven 
Championship final against Lanca¬ 
shire to look forward to next month, 
but Weatheriey would rather be 
involved for the first team against 
Surrey - and know his improved 
bowling does him no harm. 

“If Mason’s away with England 
and we wanted to go with two spin¬ 
ners in any of the last four Champi¬ 
onship games hopefully there’d be 
an opportunity for me,” he said. 

“It’s a useful second string to 
have, especially as Mason and Daws 
(Liam Dawson) spin the ball the 
other way.” 

Weatheriey took the opportunity 
to go on loan following the sign¬ 
ings of Rilee Rossouw and George 
Bailey, coupled with James Vince’s 
return to the fold. 

“It was a no-brainer, Kent have 
a really good dressing room and 
a good relationship with Hamp¬ 
shire,” continued the St Cross Sy- 
mondians stalwart, who reached 
the thirties four times in eight 
Championship innings, without 
surpasssing his 36 and 34 on de¬ 
but against Gloucestershire four 
months ago. 

“Overall I was a bit disappointed 
to make so many starts without get¬ 
ting any big scores. 

“As an opener I like to score big 
hundreds once I’m in. But hope¬ 
fully I’ve come back a better player 
for the experience.” 

Weatheriey finished his time at 
Canterbury with three centuries in 
as many innings for Kent 2nds af¬ 
ter scoring 190 runs at 23.75 in five 
Specsavers County Championship 
division two appearances. 


“It was the right decision to go 
there, to experience a different 
culture and work with a different 
group of guys,” he continued. 

“With Matt Walker and Jason 


Gillespie doing the coaching and 
experienced pros like Darren Ste¬ 
vens and Joe Denly in the team, 
there were plenty of people to learn 
from. 


“Ultimately it was just good to 
play some cricket and learn a bit 
more about the demands of first- 
class cricket. 

“But it’s nice to be back.” 
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Vince focuses on 
another away QF 



James Vince in Natwest T20 Blast action this year (Dave Vokes Photography) 


JAMES Vince is focused on lead¬ 
ing Hampshire to another memo¬ 
rable T20 quarter-final away win 
after last night’s record defeat at 
home to Somerset meant having 
to settle for a tie at Derbyshire on 
Tuesday 

Imran Tahir stands between 
Hampshire and a place at Natwest 
T20 Blast Finals Day for the sec¬ 
ond time after finishing his latest 
county’s group campaign with 17 
wickets at 22 apiece. 

Hampshire’s record 98-run de¬ 
feat to Somerset denied them a 
home tie, but that may not be 
a bad thing after finishing this 
year’s south group with a fourth 
defeat in five games at the Bowl. 

Especially as Vince has been at 
his best when Hampshire have 
been on the road in the last eight. 

Seven years ago, Hampshire 
reached Finals Day for the first 
time by beating a Warwickshire 
side including Tahir at Edgbas- 
ton. 

On that occasion, Vince came 
to the attention of a national au¬ 
dience for the first time with an 
unbeaten 66. 

Two years later, Neil McKen¬ 
zie’s unbeaten 79 ensured Hamp¬ 
shire chased down 178 to beat Not¬ 
tinghamshire at Trent Bridge. 

In 2014 they did even better 
there, overhauling Notts’ 197-2 
thanks to Vince’s sensational 93 
not out. 

Vince then scored the first and 
so far only century of his glitter¬ 
ing T20 career when Hampshire 
last reached the last eight, guid¬ 
ing his side to victory against 


Worcestershire at New Road two 
years ago. 

After Hampshire were skittled 
for 91, their second-lowest T20 to¬ 
tal, during Friday’s record runs 


defeat, Vince said: “Hopefully 
we’ve got that out of our system. 
It’s clear now where we go and 
what we have to do - we’re three 
games from winning the trophy. 


“We’ll have to do a bit of home¬ 
work on Derby but I like the fact 
we’re playing on Tuesday - there’s 
not too much time to think about 
it.” 


Hampshire mourn loyal fan's passing 



The Crickot Pavilion* 
of Hampshire and the Isle of V/ijjht 

Kobert Elliott 
horc*oriib / Tim TremlctC 

Changing Rooms 2 by Bobby Elliott 


Hampshire Cricket has paid trib¬ 
ute to lifelong fan Bobby Elliott, 
who passed away this week. 

Earlier this year, Bobby pub¬ 
lished Changing Rooms 2, a de¬ 
finitive guide to the cricket pavil¬ 
ions of Hampshire and the Isle of 
Wight. 

Originally from Bitterne Park, 
Bobby saw his first Hampshire 
match in 1951 and had been a 
member since 1961. 

Hampshire’s players are ex¬ 
pected to pay their respects by ob¬ 
serving a minute’s silence before 
their next County Championship 


match against Surrey, during 
which they will also wear black 
armbands. 

The club has also provided the 
following tribute: “Bobby was a 
wonderful character who had a 
rare passion for first class and 
recreational cricket in equal 
measure. 

“The publication of his recent 
book was an incredible accom¬ 
plishment and has really caught 
the imagination of those who 
have read it. 

“Bob was one of a handful of 
Hampshire Cricket’s Millennium 


Members, an ever present sup¬ 
porter his knowledge and enthu¬ 
siasm for the game will be missed 
by all at the Ageas Bowl.” 

Bobby was the youngest of four 
brothers 

After leaving Taunton’s School, 
he became a draughtsman at 
Hampshire Aeroplane Club in 
Eastleigh before going on to work 
afor IBM at Hursley, including a 
role as an illustrator in the publi¬ 
cations department. 

Another of Bobby’s passions 
was flying and he gained a Pri¬ 
vate Pilot’s Licence in 1992. 


2017 results 

6 fixtures 

APRIL 

2-4 Cardiff MCCU (h) FR 
Hants 289 (Carberry 100) & 271-6d 
(Vince 90) drew with Cardiff 98 & 
110 - 2 . 

7- 10 Yorkshire (a)CC1 

Yorkshire 273 & 187 (Abbott 7-41), 
Hants 141 & 321-6 (Adams 72). Hants 
won by 4 wickets 
14-17 Middlesex (h) CC1 
Middlesex 456 (Wheal 4-98) & 278-9 
(Abbott 5-59), Hants 438 (Rossouw 
99, Carberry 98). Drawn. 

21-24 Yorkshire (h) CC1 
Hants 455 (Vince 147, Berg 99no), 
Yorkshire 231 (Berg 4-62) & 399-6 (Ab¬ 
bott 3-65). Drawn 

27 Kent (a) 50L 

Kent 258, Hants 260-4 (Alsop 112no). 
Hants won by 6 wickets. 

30 Essex (a) 50L 

Essex 304-7, Hants 279 (Vince 68, Bai¬ 
ley 63). Hants lost by 25 runs. 

MAY 

3 Middlesex (h) 50L 

Middlesex 295 (Gubbins 114, Topley 

4- 68) beat Hants 146-7 (Bailey 52no) 
by 89 runs (D/L) 

7 Gloucestershire (h) 50L 

Hants 239-3 (Vince 89*) beat Gloucs 
237 (Dawson 3-30) by 7 wickets 
10 Somerset (a) 50L 
Hants 250-6 (Rossouw 156) beat Som¬ 
erset 249 (Berg 3-44) by 4 wickets 
12 Glamorgan (h) 50L 
Hants 332-6 (Vince 178) lost to Glam¬ 
organ 334-7 (Crane 3-69) by 3 wickets 
14 Surrey (a) 50L 

Hants 271-8 (Bailey 145no) lost to Sur¬ 
rey 238-2 by 66 runs (D/L) 

17 Sussex (h) 50L 
Match abandoned 
19-22 Essex (a) CC1 

Essex 360 (K Abbott 5-58) beat Hants 

115 & 148 by an innings and 97 runs. 

26-29 Somerset (a) CC1 

Hants 162 & 293 (Carberry 51) beat 

Somerset 197 & 168 (Crane 5-40) by 

90 runs 

JUNE 

2- 5 Warwickshire (h) CC1 

Hants 515 (Adams 166, Ervine 203) 
beat Warks 254 & 167 by an innings 
and 94 runs 

8- 11 South Africa A (h) Fr 

South Africa A 370-7d & 185-Id beat 
Hampshire 185 & 119 by 251 runs. 
19-22 Lancashire (a) CC1 
Hants (395 & 168) lost to Lancs (593) 
by an innings and 30 runs 
26-29 Somerset (h) CC1 
Hants 211-9d & 96-5d drew with Som¬ 
erset 147 & 88-8 
JULY 

3- 6 Surrey (a) CC1 

Hants 648-7d, Surrey 483 & 166-3 (fo) 
Draw 

7 Glamorgan (a) T20 Won by 22 runs 
12 Sussex (a) T20 Won by 19 runs 
14 Middlesex (h) T20 Won by 29 runs 

20 Sussex (h) T20 Lost by 6 wickets 

21 Essex (a) T20 Lost by 7 wickets 
23 Surrey (h) T20 Abandoned 

26 Somerset (a) T20 Lost by 14 runs 

28 Gloucestershire (a) T20 Won by 24 
runs (D/L) 

AUGUST 

1 Kent (h) T20 Lost by 5 runs 

3 Middlesex (a) T20 Won by 6 wkts 

4 Essex (h) T20 Lost by 4 wickets 
6-9 Lancashire (h) CC1 Draw 

10 Glamorgan (h) T20 Won by 8 wkts 

11 Kent (a) T20 Won by 6 wickets 

18 Somerset (h) T20 Lost by 98 runs 

22 Derbyshire (a) T20 QF 
SEPTEMBER 

2 T20 Finals Day 

5- 8 Surrey (h) CC1 

12-15 Middlesex (a, tbc) CC1 
19-22 Essex (h) CC1 
25-28 Warwickshire (a) CC1 
KEY: CC1 - Specsavers County Champi¬ 
onship, 50L - One-Day Cup, T20 - T20 
Blast 
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T20 record 
breaker Lyth 

Yorkshire’s Adam Lyth broke the 
record for the highest British 
domestic T20 score as he plundered 
a brilliant 161 in the NatWest Blast 
against Northamptonshire at 
Headingley on Thursday. 

Lyth hammered seven sixes and 20 
fours in his 73-ball innings to 
surpass Brendon McCullum’s 
previous best of 158 not out for 
Birmingham in 2015. 

The opener’s contribution looked 
like setting Yorkshire for a world 
record total but they fell just short, 
ending on 260 for four. 

They still beat the previous British 
domestic highest of 254 for three set 
by Gloucestershire in 2011. 

HIGHEST T20 
INNINGS 


175* - CH Gayle, Royal Challengers Ban¬ 
galore v Pune Warriors, Bangalore, 2013 
162* - H Masakadza, Mountaineers v 
Mashonaland Eagles Queens Sports Club, 
Bulawayo 2015/16 

161 - A Lyth, Yorkshire v Northants, Head¬ 
ingley, 2017 

158* - BB McCullum, Kolkata Knight Rid¬ 
ers v Royal Challengers Bangalore, Banga¬ 
lore, 2007/08 

158* - BB McCullum, Warwickshire v Der¬ 
byshire, Edgbaston, 2015 
156 - AJ Finch, Australia v England The 
Ageas Bowl, 2013 

153* - LJ Wright, Sussex v Essex, Chelms¬ 
ford, 2014 



Adam Lyth 


152* - GR Napier, Essex v Sussex, Chelms¬ 
ford, 2008 

151* - CH Gayle, Somerset v Kent, Taun¬ 
ton, 2015 

145 - LP van der Westhuizen - Namibia v 
Kenya, Windhoek, 2011/12 
145* GJ Maxwell - Australia v Sri Lanka, 
Pallekele, 2016 

141* CL White - Somerset v Worcester¬ 
shire, New Road, 2006 
140* PJ Malan - Western Province v East¬ 
erns, Cape Town, 2014/15 

HIGHEST T20 
TEAM TOTALS 

263-5 - Royal Challengers Bangalore v 
Pune Warriors, Bangalore, 2013 
263-3 - Australia v Sri Lanka, Pallekele, 
2016 

260-6 - Sri Lanka v Kenya, Johannesburg, 
2007/08 

260-4 - Yorkshire v Northants, Heading- 
ley, 2017 

254-3 - Gloucestershire v Middlesex, Ux¬ 
bridge, 2011 

251-6 - Sinhalese Sports Club v Saracens, 
Colombo, 2015/16 

250-3 - Somerset v Gloucestershire, Taun¬ 
ton, 2006 

249-3 - Otago v Central Districts, New 
Plymouth, 2016/17 

248-6 - Australia v England, The Ageas 
Bowl, 2013 
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Crane waiting to 


By Simon 

Carter 


Mason Crane was this week 
forced to wait to make his Eng¬ 
land Test debut. 

Called up for the opening Test 
against the West Indies, the 
young leg-spinner failed to make 
the final XI. 

Had he made his England Test 
debut at Edgbaston, he would 
have been only the 10th player 
since the start of the 1970s to do 
so while playing for Hampshire. 

Seam bowler Bob Cottam won 
a call up in 1968 to tour Pakistan 
and Ceylon - as Sri Lanka was 
then known. 

Hampshire had to wait until the 
early 1980s for another of their 
players to win an England Test 
call. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at Hampshire’s modern-day 
England Test debutants. 

Chris Smith 

The South African-born bats¬ 
man was chosen to open for 
England alongside Chris Tavare 
against New Zealand at Lord’s in 
1983. 

It started badly - Smith out first 
ball in England’s first innings, 
trapped leg before by Richard 
Hadlee. 

He struck 43 in the second in¬ 
nings, though, as England won by 
127 runs at headquarters. 

After scoring 31 and four in the 
next Test at Trent Bridge, the se¬ 
lectors had seen enough to take 
Smith on the winter tours to New 
Zealand and Pakistan. 

He played two Tests against the 
Kiwis, with a top score of 91 at 
Auckland, and three in Pakistan. 

That was it, until Smith was re¬ 
called more than two years later 
for a Test against India a Head¬ 
ingley 

He made 6 and 28 as England 
were skittled on a bowler’s para¬ 
dise for 102 and 128. 

No sooner was Smith back in, 
then he was out again - dropped 
for the next Test. He never played 
for England again. 

Total: 392 runs in eight Tests 
(14 innings) at 30.15. Top score 
91. 50s - 2. 

Paul Terry 

The County Ground opener won 
a Test call-up for the third Test 
against the West Indies at Head¬ 
ingley in July 1984. 

The previous month, he had 
scored four Championship hun¬ 
dreds for Hampshire -110 against 
Notts, 175 against Gloucester¬ 
shire, 136 against Sussex and 102 
against Surrey. 

In the form of his life, therefore 



Robin Smith enjoyed an impressive 
England Test career following his debut 
in 1988 


- but still a totally different matter 
to facing the fearsome battery of 
West Indies fast bowlers. 

Despite making just 8 and 1 on 
his debut, which England lost 
thanks to Terry’s Hampshire col¬ 
league Malcolm Marshall taking 
7-53 in the second innings, he kept 
his place for the fourth Test at Old 
Trafford. 

There Terry had to watch an¬ 


other of his county colleagues, 
Gordon Greenidge, lash 223 as the 
tourists piled up 500 in their first 
innings. 

In reply, Terry had reached 
seven when had a bone in his arm 
fractured by a delivery from Win¬ 
ston Davis. 

Retiring hurt, he returned later 
in the innings - batting one-hand¬ 
ed with his broken arm in a sling 


under his sweater - in order to 
help Allan Lamb (98 not out at the 
time) to reach his century 

Terry failed to add any runs 
to his total before he was clean 
bowled by Joel Garner. 

He never played for England 
again. 

Total: 16 runs in two Tests Win¬ 
nings) at 5.33. Top score 8. 
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join the Test club 



Chris Smith, above left, was out first ball when he made his England Test 
debut against New Zealand in 1983. 


Paul Terry had a painful end to his short England 
Test career in the summer of 1964. 


Robin Smith 

Like Terry four years earlier, 
Smith won his first England cap 
against the mighty West Indies at 
Headingley in 1988. 

Like Terry, it was a losing start - 
Smith making 38 and 11. 

But unlike Terry, and indeed 
unlike his elder brother, he went 
on to enjoy an impressive Test 


career containing over 4,000 runs 
and an average over 43. 

Smith made 57 in his third Test 
innings, in the fifth Test against 
the Windies at The Oval. With 
county colleague Gordon Gree- 
nidge smashing 77 in the second 
innings, the tourists completed a 
4-0 series win. 

Smith proved himself one of 
England’s key batsmen in the 


1989 home Ashes series against 
Australia. Though England were 
thrashed 4-0, Smith’s form - in¬ 
cluding two centuries - was one of 
few highlights for the hosts. 

After making 96 in the first Ash¬ 
es Test, Smith’s maiden Test ton 
came in the fourth game at Old 
Trafford - a remarkable 143 out of 
an England total of just 260. 

Smith went on to make nine 


Test centuries - including 148 and 
109 against the West Indies when 
they returned to England in 1991. 

His top Test score of 175 also 
came against the Windies, in An¬ 
tigua in April 1994. 

That innings helped England 
total 593, but was slightly over¬ 
shadowed by Brian Lara making 
a then Test record 375. 

Total: 4,236 runs in 62 Tests 
(112 innings) at 43.67. Top score 
175. 100s-9. 50s -28. 

Kevin Pietersen 

Had made his name in English 
cricket with Nottinghamshire 
prior to moving to Hampshire at 
the end of the 2004 county season. 
Having moved to England from 
his native South Africa, Pieters- 
en’s move to The Ageas Bowl coin¬ 
cided with him becoming eligible 
for England. After making a stun¬ 
ning ODI debut in the winter of 
2004/05 - scoring three centuries 
against South Africa - Pietersen 
made his eagerly-awaited Test de¬ 
but in the first Ashes Test of what 
would prove to be a memorable 
2005 series. 

Within a few overs of walking 
to the crease, Pietersen looked up 
at a scoreboard showing England 
21-5. He took the fight to the Aus- 
sies, top scoring with 57, and also 
top scored in the second innings 
with 54 as England suffered a 
heavy loss. 

A third successive half-century 
followed with 71 in the first in¬ 
nings of the second Test at Edg- 
baston, which England famously 
won by just two runs. 

Memorably, Pietersen’s maiden 
Test hundred - a wonderful 158 - 
came in the final Test at The Oval 
and helped England regain the 
Ashes after an 18-year wait. 

It was an innings that helped 
turn him into an international 
superstar. 

Pietersen went on to play 104 
Tests, scoring 23 centuries and 
35 half centuries. Along the way 
there were lots of headlines, lots 
of arguments, lots of debate, and 
lots of runs - 8,181 of them in 
Tests alone. 

Total: 8,181 runs in 104 Tests 
(181 innings) at 47.28. Top score 
227. 100s - 23. 50s - 35. 

Shaun Udal 

Eleven years after making his 
limited overs debut for England, 
the Hampshire off-spinner made 
his Test debut - at the age of 36. 

Udal had bagged 44 first class 
wickets in the English summer of 
2005, as Hampshire finished run¬ 
ners-up in the Championship. In 
Shane Warne’s absence on Ashes 
duty, he also skippered the county 
to victory in the C & G Trophy fi¬ 
nal. 

He was then selected for the 
England squad to tour Pakistan 
and India in 2005/06. 


World record 
for Kent pair 

Opening batsmen Joe Denly and 
Daniel Bell-Drummond compiled a 
world-record T20 opening 
partnership of 207 as Kent beat 
Essex on Thursday. 

Denly led the onslaught with 127 
from 66 balls, including 11 fours and 
seven sixes, beating his own Kent 
record score of 116. 

The stand with Bell-Drummond (80 
not out) was the third highest for any 
wicket in the history of the 
competition. 

It also beat the 163 - a Kent record 
for any wicket at the time - the same 
two batsmen put on earlier in the 
season against Surrey. 

The highest Hampshire 
partnership in T20 cricket remains 
the 170 stand by Michael Lumb and 
Michael Carberry against Essex at 
The Ageas Bowl in 2009. 

HIGHEST EVER T20 
PARTNERSHIPS 

229 - V Kohli (109) & AB de Villiers 
(129*), Royal Challengers Bangalore v 
Gujarat Lions, Bangalore, 2016 
215* - V Kohli (82*) & AB de Villiers 
(133*), Royal Challengers Bangalore v 
Mumbai Indians, Mumbai, 2015 
207 - JL Denly (127) & DJ Bell-Drum¬ 
mond (80*), Kent v Essex, Chelmsford, 
2017 

206 - AC Gilchrist (106) & SE Marsh 
(79*), Kings XI Punjab v Royal Challeng- 



Joe Denly. 


ers Bangalore, Dharamsala, 2011 
204* - CH Gayle (128*) & V Kohli (73*), 
Royal Challengers Bangalore v Delhi 
Daredevils, Delhi, 2012 
202* - MC Juneja (108*) & A Malik 
(84*), Gujarat v Kerala, Indore, 2012/13 
201 - PJ Ingram (97) & JM How (102), 
Central Districts v Wellington, New 
Plymouth, 2011/12 

197* - L Vincent (89*) & Shahriar Nafees 
(102*), Khulna Bengals v Duronto 
Rajshahi, Khulna, 2012/13 
192 - KJ O'Brien (119) & HJH Marshall 
(102), Gloucestershire v Middlesex, 
Uxbridge, 2011 

189* - DA Warner (109*) & NV Ojha 
(64*), Delhi Daredevils v Deccan Charg¬ 
ers, Hyderabad, 2012 
188* - NT Broom (79*) & BB McCullum 
(103*), Otago v Northern Districts, 
Hamilton, 2011/12 

187 - DJ Malan (115*) & PR Stirling (88), 
Middlesex v Sussex, Hove, 2015 
187 - JJ Roy (120*) & AJ Finch (79), Sur¬ 
rey v Kent The Kia Oval, 2016 
186 - JL Langer (90) & CL White (116*), 
Somerset v Gloucestershire, Taunton, 
2006 

185 - AK Pathan (81 *) & SP Wakaskar 
(118), Railways v Delhi, Vadodara, 
2015/16 

184* - G Gambhir (76*) & CA Lynn 
(93*), Kolkata Knight Riders v Gujarat 
Lions, Rajkot, 2017 
179 - H Masakadza (102) & T Taibu 
(71*), Mountaineers v Southern Rocks, 
Harare, 2009/10 
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Why did GB 
win so few 
golds? 


Apart from one brilliant hour-and- 
a-half, where Sir Mo Farah won 5,000 
metres silver, the women’s 4x100m 
relay squad also finished runners-up 
and the men’s 4x100m relay team 
snatched gold, it has been a 
frustrating World Championships for 
Great Britain. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
possible reasons behind why they 
only had Farah’s 10,000m title - 
which he won on the first day - for so 
long. 

INJURY 

Robbed of Greg Rutherford - 
missing with an ankle injury - Great 
Britain were already a medal hope 
down before they started. 

Dina Asher-Smith’s broken foot 
also majorly disrupted her 
preparation, yet she still managed 
an impressive fourth in the 200m 
and silver with the 4x100m relay 
squad. Adam Gemili - fourth in the 
200m at the Olympics last year - had 
been racing with a leg problem even 
before he was left out of the 
individual squad, but a world title 
with the relay team made up for it. 

GB went into the championships 
already hampered and that was 
always going to have an affect. 

PRESSURE 



Robbie Grabarz. 


The spotlight was on the British 
athletes - many who had already 
competed in the London Stadium in 

2012 - but they were still fazed on 
occasion. 

Robbie Grabarz, who won bronze 
five years ago, admitted he was 
nervous and it took him a while to 
deal with the crowd and expectation. 

Some were able to feed off the 
crowd, like Asher-Smith, but the 
demanding viewers perhaps 
unsettled those not used to 
performing in front of thousands. 

END OF AN ERA 

In the last three World 
Championships Jessica Ennis-Hill 
won gold - eventually getting her 
2011 title this summer after initially 
being denied by Russian drug cheat 
Tatyana Chernova - in addition to 
Farah’s four titles from 2015 and 

2013 along with Christine 
Ohuruogu’s 400m title in 2013 and 
Rutherford’s 2015 long jump gold. 

The quartet had carried the hopes 
of the nation and squad, allowing 
them to hit their medal targets with 
minimum fuss. 

It is the changing of the guard this 
year and while the young squad will 
improve they need to maintain 
momentum. 

Continued on facing page 


HANTS CRICKET _ 

Tremlett's Test 


from page 37 

He made his Test debut in Mul¬ 
tan, but only took one wicket for 
94 runs as England lost by 22 runs. 

Udal only took one wicket - for 
91 runs - in the second Test at 
Faisalabad, though at least he 
showcased his batting skills with 
a cameo unbeaten 33 in the first 
innings. 

The veteran kept his place for 
the third Test in Lahore, but 
managed just 1-91 as Pakistan re¬ 
covered from 12-2 to amass 636-8 
declared en route to an innings 
victory 

After just three wickets in as 
many Tests, Udal was left out of 
the first two Tests that followed in 
India before winning a recall for 
the third. 

There he produced his best 
Test performance, in what would 
prove to be his last outing on the 
international stage. 

Udal claimed the key wicket of 
Sachin Tendulkar as part of a 4-14 
haul as India crumbled from 76-4 
to 100 all out. 

It was a wonderful way for Udal 
to leave the Test arena ... 

Total: 109 runs in 4 Tests (7 in¬ 
nings) at 18.16. Top score 33no. 
Eight wickets at 43.00. Best bowl¬ 
ing 4-14. 

Chris Tremlett 

The Southampton-born seamer 
made his Test debut against India 
at Lord’s in July 2007 - two years 
after his ODI debut for England. 

He took 1-52 and 3-52 in that 
game, and followed that up with 
six wickets in his second outing 
at Trent Bridge. 

India won that by seven wick¬ 
ets, though Tremlett’s 3-12 haul 
in their second innings included 
the scalp of Sachin Tendulkar for 
just a single. 

It was far harder going in his 
third Test at Lord’s, with a first 
innings 1-132 as India rattled up 
664. 

Tremlett was then out of the 
Test picture until December 2010, 
by which time he had quit The 
Ageas Bowl to sign for Surrey 

Returning for the third Ashes 
Test in Perth, Tremlett took a 
Test best 5-87 in Australia’s sec¬ 
ond innings - but England were 
still thrashed by 267 runs. 

It all changed in the fourth 
Test at Melbourne, though, when 
Tremlett’s 4-26 burst helped skit¬ 
tled the hosts for 98 on an incred¬ 
ible first day - setting up an Eng¬ 
land innings success. 

Tremlett then took 3-79 in the 
second innings as England com¬ 
pleted an Ashes series win with 
another innings victory in the 
fifth Test in Sydney. 

Tremlett retained his Test place 
for the following summer’s home 
series with Sri Lanka, and it 
seemed apt that he recorded what 


would be his Test-best figures of 
6-48 in the first ever Test at his 
former Ageas Bowl home. 

Tremlett played the last of his 
12 Tests in the first Ashes Test in 
November 2013, where England 
were thumped by 381 runs. 

Total: 113 runs in 12 Tests (15 
innings) at 10.27. Top score 25no. 
53 wickets at 27.00. Best bowling 
6-48. 5 wickets - twice. 


Michael Carberry 

The Hampshire batsman made 
his Test debut against Bangladesh 
in Chittagong in March 2010. With 
captain Andrew Strauss choos¬ 
ing not to go on the tour, he was 
chosen to partner Alistair Cook. 
He made 30 and 34 in England’s 
181-run victory, before returning 


to county cricket to wonder if he 
would get a second chance. 

And that he did, though he 
would have to wait over three 
years for it - chosen as Cook’s 
partner for the 2013/14 Ashes tour 
of Australia. 

Carberry played all five Tests 
of the series, but was made some¬ 
thing of a scapegoat as the inves¬ 
tigations opened into England’s 





^*ri 








Chris Tremlett celebrates a wicket during 
England's Ashes victory Down Under in 
2010/11. 
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So nearyet 
so far for GB 


best at the Bowl 



5-0 thrashing. 

He scored 281 runs in 10 innings 
a 28.10. Not great, admittedly, but 
the second highest tally by an 
England player after Kevin Piet- 
ersen’s 294 at 29.40. Yes, Carberry 
outscored Alistair Cook (264 runs 
at 24.60) but has never played for 
his country again since. 

Total: 345 runs in 6 Tests (12 in¬ 
nings) at 28.75. Top score 60. 


lames Vince 

He was given the whole of the 
English summer of 2017 to make 
an impression in the Test arena, 
yet it never quite happened. 

Vince started off by making 
just 54 runs in four innings in 
three Tests against Sri Lanka, 
with a top score of 35 at Chester- 


le-Street. 

He was then handed all four 
Tests against Pakistan to try and 
force his way onto the winter 
tours of Bangladesh and India. 

Vince made 16 and 42 in the first 
Test, and 39 and 42 in the third. 

There were signs he was start¬ 
ing to get his game together, but 
he then made 1 and 0 in the final 
Test and has not appeared in a 


Test match since. 

With positions still possibly 
up for grabs in the England top 
order, though, perhaps another 
chance will come. 

Total: 212 runs in 7 Tests (11 in¬ 
nings) at 19.27. Top score 42. 

Liam Dawson 

The all-rounder made his Test 
debut against India in Chennai 
last December. 

Initially, it started well - Dawson 
making an undefeated 66 at No 8 
as the tourists posted 477 all out. 

Dawson was given 43 overs as 
India replied with a monumental 
759-7 declared, taking 2-129. 

He was then out for a duck in 
the second innings as England 
collapsed to an innings defeat. 

To the surprise of many pun¬ 
dits, Dawson retained his place 
for this summer’s opening Test 
against South Africa at Lord’s. 

He took his run of Test ducks 
to three with a pair - lasting two 
balls in each innings - and took 
match figures of 4-101 in an Eng¬ 
land victory. 

Despite that, there were calls 
in national newspapers to leave 
Dawson out of the second Test. 
He kept his place, though, but 
took just one wicket in the 340- 
run thrashing and scored only 13 
and five not out with the bat. 

As a result, he was left out in fa¬ 
vour of batsman Dawid Malan for 
the third Test. 

Total: 84 runs in 3 Tests (6 in¬ 
nings) at 21.00. Top score 66no. 
50s - 1. Seven wickets at 42.57. 
Best bowling 2-34. 

• Mason Crane had already 
made his international limited 
overs debut prior to being called 
up for the England Test squad. 

The 18-year-old made his T20 
international debut at The Ageas 
Bowl two months ago against 
South Africa. 

He returned 0-24 off four overs, 
and didn’t bat as England romped 
to a nine wicket win. 

Crane’s first international 
wicket came in the same series in 
Cardiff, and it was one to remem¬ 
ber. 

He induced Proteas skipper AB 
De Villiers, one of the best lim¬ 
ited overs batsmen in the world, 
to sky a catch to Alex Hales, fin¬ 
ishing with 1-38 off his four over 
stint. 

Crane was only the 12th player 
to make his limited overs debut 
for England while a Hampshire 
player. 

Here are the others ... 

Trevor |esty 

It took England 13 years from 
their first ODI against Australia 
in 1970 to pick a Hampshire play¬ 
er. 

Continued on page 40 


from facing page 

SELECTION 

Adam Gemili was left out of the 
individual places in favour of Zharnel 
Hughes, who finished seventh in his 
200m semi-final. It was a 
controversial call and could have got 
Great Britain a medal, with Gemili’s 
stunning leg on the back straight 
helping the 4x100m relay squad to 
gold on Saturday. Gemili insisted he 
ran injured during the trials last 
month but there was no stopping 
him when he did get onto the track 
in London. 

LUCK 

Five fourth places left Great Britain 
so near yet so far. They could have 
changed the mood of the camp. On 
other days those could have 
transformed into medals and, had 
the 800m been just a few metres 
longer, Kyle Langford could have 
taken silver and even challenged for 
gold. Asher-Smith was inches away 
in the 200m while Callum Hawkins, 
fourth in the marathon, Nethaneel 
Mitchell-Blake, fourth in the 200m, 
and Laura Muir (1500m) just missed 
the medals. Should they miss the 
podium in Doha in two years there 
will be a problem, but there was 
enough cause for optimism from the 
near misses. 



Usain Bolt 

The Sports Pink looks at five 
things we learned from the 10 days 
in London. 

LIFE AFTER BOLT 

Jamaica, anchored by Bolt, have 
won the last two Olympic 4x100m 
relay titles and also won the world 
crown in 2009, 2011, 2013 and 2015. 
But, as the 30-year-old fell to the 
track clutching his hamstring on 
Saturday, their dominance was 
ended along with Bolt’s career 
ahead of his planned retirement. 
Great Britain and America tussled 
for the victory, with the hosts 
prevailing, and it could be the same 
in the individual 100m and 200m. 
Nethaneel Mitchell-Blake (200m) 
and Reece Prescod (100m) reached 
the finals and if Adam Gemili is over 
his injury problems the British guys 
could cash in. 

FARAH IS NOT 
UNBEATABLE 

It has taken a while - 2,176 days - 
but the chasing pack finally worked 
out how to beat Sir Mo Farah. 
Saturday’s defeat to Ethiopia’s 
Muktar Edris was his first in a major 
championships since losing out in 
the 10,000m to Ibrahim Jeilan at the 
World Championships in 2011. It 
was not the end of his track career 
Farah wanted. 

Continued on page 40 
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Athletics still 
a big draw 

from page 39 

RELAY REDEMPTION 

At the previous three 
World Championships and 
at the 2012 Olympics Great 
Britain’s men’s 4x100m 
relay squad failed to get the 
baton around. At the Rio 
Olympics they finished fifth 
and few were tipping them 
to gatecrash the top of the 
podium. They were certainly 
in medal contention but 
blistering legs from CJ Ujah 
and Adam Gemili put the 
hosts in the lead. Danny 
Talbot consolidated that 
before Nethaneel Mitchell- 
Blake got his nose ahead of 
Christian Coleman on the 
line. 

ATHLETICS IS STILL 
A DRAW 

The legacy of 2012 still 
lives on with a packed 
house for almost every 
session at the World 
Championships. It followed 
on from the World Para 
Athletics Championships 



LONDON, ENGLAND-AUGUST 


where 300,000 tickets were 
sold - a record for the 
championships. Athletics 
and its stars are still a draw 
for the British public, who 
have flocked to Stratford - 
despite their booing of Justin 
Gatlin. Lord Coe has not 
ruled out the championships 
coming back in the near 
future while it could return 
in 2019 with the World Para 
Athletics. 

BOLT'S HEIR 

There is a gaping hole 
left by Bolt following his 
retirement, which ended 
so sadly after he pulled 
up injured in the 4x100m 
final. South Africa’s Van 
Niekerk can step in for Bolt 
on the world stage, even if 
he does not always carry 
the Jamaican’s effervescent 
personality off the track. The 
400m world record holder 
and Olympic champion 
defended his 400m title in 
London and collected the 
200m silver. He was upset 
being caught up in the Isaac 
Makwala issue but it is 
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Dimi was a six- 


from page 39 


That man was all-rounder Tre¬ 
vor Jesty, who played all 10 of his 
ODIs in January and February 
1983 against Australia and New 
Zealand. 

Jesty scored 127 runs in those 
games at 21.16, and took just one 
wicket. 

His top score was an unbeaten 
52 against New Zealand in Ad¬ 
elaide - made off 35 balls and con¬ 
taining four fours and two sixes. 

His late-innings effort helped 
England amass 296-5 - David Gow¬ 
er hitting 109 and Ian Botham, 
promoted to open, scoring 65. 

With No 7 Richard Hadlee blast¬ 
ing 79 off 64 balls in reply, though, 
England still lost by four wickets. 

Chris Smith 

The next man picked was Smith, 
who opened in just four ODIs fol¬ 
lowing his debut in January 1984. 

The first three were against 
New Zealand - opening the bat¬ 
ting with David Gower - and in 
the second of them he top scored 
with 70. 

Smith played his last ODI on the 
tour to Pakistan in March 1984, 
when he made 17. 

Robin Smith 

Following his debut in the sum¬ 
mer of 1988, Smith jnr went on 
to become Hampshire’s greatest 
England one-day star. 

He played 71 ODIs over the next 
eight years. 

He established an England re¬ 
cord for the highest ever ODI 
score at Edgbaston in 1993 - a sen¬ 
sational 167 not out bludgeoned 
off Shane Warne and his Austral¬ 
ian colleagues. 

At the time it was the fifth high¬ 
est ODI score by any batsman in 
history. Now there have been 46 
higher scores! 

Smith held the English record 
until last year, when Alex Hales 
hammered 171 against Pakistan 
at Trent Bridge. 

Shaun Udal 

The spinner was selected for the 
first of his 11 ODIs in 1994. 

The last of them took place over 
11 years later, in December 2005, 
following his shock selection to 
tour Pakistan and India at the age 
of 36. 

Selected for the three-game 
home series with South Africa 
in 1994, Udal did enough to win a 
place on the winter tour of Aus¬ 
tralia. 

His final three ODIs on English 
soil were all against the West In¬ 
dies in 1995, but he failed to take a 
wicket in any of them. 

At least he enjoyed a winning 
finale in Rawalpindi in December 
2005 when England defeated Paki¬ 
stan by just six runs. 


Hitting out - Dimi Mascarenhas in six- 
hitting action for England back in 2007. 



Kevin Pietersen 

Pietersen signed for Hampshire 
in October 2004 and the following 
month made his England ODI de¬ 
but against Zimbabwe. 

Pietersen gave an early glimpse 
of his talent when he scored an 
unbeaten 77 in his second game, 
and really announced himself on 
the global scene in January and 
February 2005. 


There, playing in an ODI series 
in his native South Africa, he 
struck three superb centuries - he 
was to only score another six in 
his entire England career span¬ 
ning 134 games in all. 

Pietersen finished with 4,422 
ODI runs at 41.32. 

Chris Tremlett 

Made an impressive ODI de¬ 
but in a triangular tournament 
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Late window 
deals in 2016 


hitting ODI star 



match against Bangladesh at 
Trent Bridge in June 2005. 

He bagged 4-32 in England’s 
win, and they would prove to be 
the best figures of his 15-match 
ODI career. 

Tremlett’s final ODI came in the 
infamous World Cup quarter final 
against Sri Lanka in March 2011. 

That was the occasion England 
posted just 229-6 off their 50 overs 
in Colombo - and were humiliated 


by 10 wickets. 

Dimi Mascarenhas 

The all-rounder made his Eng¬ 
land ODI debut against the tour¬ 
ing West Indians in July 2007 - 11 
years after his Hampshire debut. 

Mascarenhas struggled with 
the bat in the three match series, 
scoring 2,3 and 5. 

But all that changed in the sub¬ 
sequent series against India. 


In his fifth ODI innings, batting 
at No 8, he blazed five sixes in a 
39-ball unbeaten 52 at Bristol. 

Then, in the next game at The 
Oval, he finished the England in¬ 
nings with five successive sixes 
off Yuvraj Singh - ending 36 not 
out off 15 deliveries. 

Mascarenhas went on to play 
20 ODIs, his last outing coming 
against Australia at Trent Bridge 
in September 2009. 

He scored 245 runs in 13 innings 
at 22.27, but took just 13 wickets at 
an expensive 48.76. 

Mascarenhas also played 14 T20 
internationals, scoring 123 runs 
from 13 innings at 15.37 and tak¬ 
ing 12 wickets at 25.75. 

Danny Briggs 

The Hampshire spinner made 
his solitary ODI appearance 
against Pakistan in Dubai in Feb¬ 
ruary 2012. He took 2-39 and then 
watched his former county col¬ 
league Kevin Pietersen hit 130 in 
England’s six wicket success. 

The following September, 
Briggs made the first of seven T20 
international appearances - open¬ 
ing the bowling and claiming the 
wicket of Francois du Plessis. 

In a game reduced to 11 overs 
a side due to rain, England tri¬ 
umphed. 

The Isle of Wight-born Briggs 
finished with five wickets in his 
T20 international career at an av¬ 
erage of 39.80. 

lames Vince 

Vince made his ODI debut in a 
friendly against Ireland in Dub¬ 
lin in May 2015. Unfortunately, 
the game was rained off before he 
had a chance to bat. 

He had to wait over 12 months 
for his second cap, where he 
opened with Jason Roy and 
scored 51 against Pakistan. 

That was to prove his highest 
score in his four innings so far, 
with his average standing at 26.00. 

Vince made his T20 internation¬ 
al debut in November 2015, scor¬ 
ing 41 against Pakistan in Dubai. 
He continued to impress, hitting 
38 and 46 against the same oppo¬ 
nents. 

Selected for one World Cup 
game in the spring of 2016, he 
scored 22 against Afghanistan. 

Vince’s last T20 outing for Eng¬ 
land was on his home ground last 
summer, when he scored 16 in 
an eight-wicket trouncing of Sri 
Lanka. 

Liam Dawson 

The all-rounder made his ODI 
debut against Pakistan at Car¬ 
diff in the final match of the five- 
game series last September. 

It was one to forget, as he scored 
10 and then conceded 70 runs (tak¬ 
ing two wickets) off eight overs as 
the tourists chased 303 for victory. 


A proposed change to the summer 
transfer window for Premier League 
clubs could see an end to the mad 
dash for signings with the new 
season already under way. 

Here, the Sports Pink casts an eye 
back to consider some of the 
biggest moves which would not have 
gone through had the new proposals 
been in place 12 months ago. 

SHKODRAN MUSTAFI 

Germany defender Mustafi joined 
Arsenal in a £35million switch from 
Valencia on August 29, on the same 
day that Deportivo la Coruna striker 
Lucas Perez headed for the Emirates 
Stadium. Mustafi made his Premier 
League debut in a 2-1 home victory 
over Southampton on September 10, 
the first of 37 appearances last 
season. 

DAVID LUIZ 

Brazilian Luiz completed a shock 
£34million return to former club 
Chelsea from Paris St Germain as 
the Blues splashed out the best part 
of £60million on defenders - Marcos 
Alonso arrived as well - on August 
31. Luiz, who had left Stamford 
Bridge for PSG in a £50million 
switch in June 2014, was a mainstay 
in last term’s title-winning side. 

CHRISTIAN BENTEKE 

Crystal Palace did not wait long to 
re-invest the proceeds of Yannick 



Christian Benteke. 

Bolasie’s move to Everton, 
committing up to £32million to lure 
Benteke from Liverpool to Selhurst 
Park on August 20. The 
breakthrough followed weeks of 
negotiations, although the manager 
who signed him, Alan Pardew, 
witnessed only eight of the 17 goals 
he scored last season before losing 
his job in December. 

MOUSSA SISSOKO 

Sissoko was another who had to 
wait until the death for his move, 
eventually leaving Newcastle for 
Tottenham on August 31 in exchange 
for £30million. The midfielder had 
enjoyed a fine Euro 2016 finals 
campaign with France, but eyebrows 
were raised on Tyneside when Spurs 
agreed to pay big money for a man 
whose inconsistency over the 
previous three and a half years had 
been a source of huge frustration. 

ISLAM SLIMANI 

Shock 2015/16 champions 
Leicester also left their business 
late when they made a £29million 
swoop for Algerian striker Slimani 
from Sporting Lisbon. Another 
deadline-day arrival, he was signed 
to spearhead the club’s Champions 
League campaign and title defence, 
although he made just 16 starts in all 
competitions last season. 
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So tight at 
the bottom 


There’s only two points 
separating the three Southern 
Premier League Division 3 sides 
battling to avoid joining Hursley 
Park in the Hampshire League 
next season. 

Before start of play this 
weekend, Fair Oak and Fawley 
had 151 points on the board, with 
Alton II two behind on 149. 

All three have been putting win 
points on the board recently, with 
Alton - County Division 1 
champions last summer - 
underlining their tremendous 
fighting spirit by toppling the 
leaders Basingstoke & North 
Hants last week. 

They had previously beaten 
Hursley Park, Havant and Fawley. 

The oilmen have a particularly 
difficult run-in, with back-to-back 
games against Waterlooville and 
Basingstoke before finishing 
against Gosport Borough. 

Fawley’s only recent win came 
when they beat Fair Oak by two 
wickets - having bowled their 
visitors out for 48 ! 

Oaks have lost three of their 
last five games to the weather, 
but they did trounce Gosport 



Tom Morton 


Borough a fortnight ago. 

Fair Oak’s final match is at 
Alton. How significant that one 
could be? 

Sturt burst 

Hook & Newnham Basics are 
through to the HCB Under-17 
Kerry Cup final after a 43-win over 
Andover at the KGV. 

Rupert Armstrong (46) top 
scored as Hook posted 142-8 
before restricting Andover to 99-9 
(ON Palmer 30). 

Scott Sturt took four Hook 
wickets without conceding a run 
in his pace bowling spell. 

Hook will play the winners of 
Sunday’s tie between Compton & 
Chandler’s Ford and Old Netley/ 
Highfield in the final. 

• Four-times Southern Premier 
League championship winner with 
South Wilts, Tom Morton has his 
eyes on more cricketing 
silverware. 

His Ealing side is currently 13 
points ahead of Teddington in the 
race for the ECB Middlesex 
County Premier League title. 

Predictably, Morton is leading 
the charge with 643 runs, 
including one hundred and three 
scores of fifty or more. 


Scott follows in sibling Brad's footsteps 



Brad, left, and Scott Currie 


Following in his elder broth¬ 
er’s footsteps. That’s Scott 
Currie, who has been picked 
to play for the South & West 
in next week’s ECB Super 4s 
Under-17 regional tourna¬ 
ment at Loughborough. 

Twelve months ago, Brad 
trod the same path and, af¬ 
ter a hugely successful dou¬ 
ble-winning ECB Under-17 
County Championship, has 
joined Surrey on an academy 
contract. 

The Poole raised teenage 
brothers are both new-ball 


bowlers - ironically, Brad 
bowls left-arm quick and 
Scott right. 

They both spent their em¬ 
bryo years with Poole, but 
have since moved up to the 
Southern Premier League - 
Brad with Bashley (Rydal) 
and Scott with the Hampshire 
Academy. 

Brad, who was due to play 
for title chasing Bashley at 
St Cross Symondians today, 
has enjoyed a successful 
past week, taking five Mid¬ 
dlesex 2nd XI wickets, while 


Scott has been playing regu¬ 
larly for both the Academy 
and Hampshire’s junior age 
group sides. 

The pair played against 
each other in an SPL match 
at the Ageas Bowl in June and 
may well lock horns again in 
the return ‘white ball’ game 
at Bashley in two weeks time. 

“We didn’t get a chance to 
bowl against each other last 
time, but hopefully our back¬ 
yard ‘Test’ matches will be 
for real next time we square 
up,” Brad smiled. 


Let's finish on a high! 


Mike 

Vimpany 

Andover captain Matt Hooper 
has called on his Lions’ players 
to repeat last year’s end of season 
form - except this time to save 
themselves from relegation! 

The Lions won four of their last 
five games last summer to nick 
the Southern Premier League Di¬ 
vision One title off Hook & Newn¬ 
ham Basics at the last minute. 

Now Hooper wants them to do 
show the same spirit - and avert 
an immediate exit from the Pre¬ 
mier Division itself. 

All appeared lost before An¬ 
dover went to table topping Lym- 
ington last weekend boasting just 
two wins from 12 outings. 

But, having turned the tables 
and bowled Lymington off the top 
with a shock 83-run victory, Ando¬ 
ver now have a chance of staying 
up. 

They successfully defended 170 
(Chamika Karunaratne 70) and 
shot Lymington out for a season’s 
low 83 - all ten wickets falling for 
39 runs after a 44-run start. 

They hosted Alton this weekend 
still looking to narrow a sizeable 
28-point gap between the two bot¬ 
tom teams - but if they beat the 
Brewers and then nail New Mil- 
ton in the final game of the season 
then survival was a mathematical 
possibility 

Hooper, whose six-wicket haul 
set up the Lymington win, has 
always had belief in his team, de¬ 
spite ten losses. 

“We’ve always thought we have 
had enough to stay up and we 
have really enjoyed testing our¬ 
selves against the best in Hamp¬ 
shire,” he said. 

“The standard of the Premier 
Division has been so high this 
year and we know every team has 
good players. 

“We think we can win the last 
three but we know that each side 
has good players that we need to 
stop. 




Andover's Matt Hooper. 


“Fingers crossed we can do it 
when it counts, like we did last 
year! 

Andover other remaining 


match is at Bashley (Rydal) next 
Saturday. 

After today, Alton have to play 
the Hampshire Academy and 


Burridge, while New Milton (at 
leaders South Wilts this weekend) 
finish with St Cross Symondians 
... and Andover ! 
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LOCAL CRICKET 




Damian Shirazi 


Ropley repair the damage on island 


Ropley repaired the damage from 
their 110-run defeat by thrashing 
Ventnor II by 73 runs at Steephill. 

Ed Stennett’s 85 underpinned 
Ropley’s 215 - a score Ventnor were 
never likely to threaten. Martin 
Blackman made 66 of their 142 all 
out. 

Will Harries is a bowler on fire - 
his 5-17 return against Ryde taking 
his Shrewton return to 12 wickets in 
the past fortnight. 


Ryde were skittled for 63 and 
beaten by 102 runs by the Wiltshire 
visitors, who posted 167. 

Former Lymington & BAT Sports 
left-hander Damian Shirazi has 
joined Hythe & Dibden and shared 
a century partnership with New 
Zealander Tarin Mason in the 71-run 
win over Sarisbury Athletic at Jones 
lane. 

Hythe were in a spot of bother 
at 104-6 before Shirazi (55) and 


Mason (60) lifted their total to 219-6. 
Sarisbury replied with 148. 

All but relegated Rowledge II (160) 
pulled off a shock 13 run win at 
Hook & Newnham Basics II, while 
United Services inched out of the 
three-down drop zone with a four- 
wicket win over Burridge (168-8). 

It left New Milton (108 points), 
Rowledge (102) and Sarisbury 
Athletic (82) facing the immediate 
prospect of County Division 2 


The title race that 
is so hard to call... 



Mike 

Vimpany 


Seven points separated the top 
three clubs in the Hampshire 
League going into this weekend’s 
penultimate round of County Di¬ 
vision 1 matches. 

Pre-season favourites Ports¬ 
mouth & Southsea saw their lead 
significantly trimmed when they 
struggled to overcome OTs & Rom- 
sey. 

They are looking anxiously over 
their shoulders as Longparish and 
Lymington II step up their own ti¬ 
tle bids. 

P & S, who hosted Burridge II 
this weekend, so nearly came a 
cropper at Romsey, where they suf¬ 
fered a six-wicket collapse in a bid 
to chase down OTs’ 116. 

Ben Saunders spun OTs out with 
a 6-17 return, but then seasoned 
pro Stu Shapland (6-8) weighed in 
with a six wicket haul of his own 
as P & S capitulated. 

All looked well when Jack 
Davies and Steve Clements took 
their reply to 60-0, but then Shap¬ 
land turned the tables and reduced 
the Southsea visitors to 100-6. 

“Fortunately, Jonno Willey came 
in with 15 needed and whacked it 
around a bit,” said a relieved P & S 
al-rounder Tom Benfield. 

A solitary point separated Long- 
parish (at Sarisbury Athletic) and 
Lymington II (Fareham & Crofton) 
going into this weekend’s matches. 

With their second and third team 
matches called off, Longparish at¬ 
tracted a rare treble figure crowd 
for the visit of St Cross Symondi- 
ans III, who ground out 144-9 after 
being put in on a damp top. 

Steve Berryman hit a patient 50 
off 107 balls as Longparish thrived 
- James Bevan taking 2-13 from his 
ten overs 

With the pitch drying in the sun, 
batting conditions improved and 
the Longparish reply rattled along 
at around a run a ball. 

Openers Will de Cani (55), clos¬ 


ing in on Ryde’s Ben Wadmore 
for the County Division 1 batting 
prize, and Ben Gardner put on 
124 before the Cardiff University 
graduate holed out. 

Gardner batted superbly and 
was unbeaten on 73 as Longparish 
passed the target in the 25th over. 

Longparish, who host relegated 
Rowledge II in their final match, 
had their facilities inspected by 
the HCB’s accreditation gurus this 
week. 

Lymington II, rather unluckily 
relegated when rain wiped out the 
final session of the 2016 SPL cal¬ 
endar, dented New Milton’s fading 
survival prospects with a seven- 
wicket win. 


Kieran Moors and Billy Quigley 
took four wickets each - and took 
their respective totals to 22 scalps 
each for the summer - as NM were 
whisked out for 103. 

Quigley (31) raised his season’s 
tally to 779 runs before Oli Kelly 
(31 not out) completed the formali¬ 
ties. 

This weekend’s opponents 
Fareham & Crofton are in nose¬ 
bleed territory - a ninth win in 11 
matches sending the Bath Lane 
club soaring to fourth place, their 
highest for a decade. 

High spot of their latest nine- 
wicket trouncing of sliding Bish¬ 
ops Waltham was a maiden centu¬ 
ry by 16-year old left-hand opener 


Viraat Sahu. 

The youngster was particularly 
severe on anything pitched short 
and smashed 20 boundaries in his 
117 not out which swept Fareham 
past Bishops’ 223-9 (Ben White 
3-56) with 12 overs to spare. 

His first 40 runs all came in 
boundaries. 

Sahu shared a 163-run opening 
stand with Ben Kissane (58) before 
helping Reece Abrams (28) com¬ 
plete the formalities. 

Earlier, Dom Quincey (48) and 
Rob Kops (40) provided BW with a 
sound start, which Sam Medhurst 
(32) later improved. 



Channel 
Island derby 
test for 
Stokes 


Matt Stokes has his heart set on 
representing his native Guernsey 
in next month’s World Cricket 
League tournament in Benoni, on 
the outskirts of Johannesburg. 

But whether the St Cross 
Symondians all-rounder makes 
the flight to South Africa’s High 
Veldt largely depends on how he 
shapes up in this weekend’s inter- 
insular domestic showdown with 
arch Channel Islands rivals 
Jersey. 

Stokes’s season suffered a real 
setback six weeks ago when he 
badly dislocated and lacerated 
his index finger spilling a fierce 
slip catch against the Hampshire 
Academy. 

He underwent surgery almost 
immediately and plans to tip-toe 
his way back into action against 
the arch Channel Islands ‘enemy’ 
over the next two days. 

“The dislocation repaired 
quickly and I had movement back 
in my injured finger a fortnight or 



Matt Stokes 


so after the accident,” he 
explained. 

“But there was a deep 
laceration which needed stitching 
and my worry is opening the cut 
up again with the impact of the 
ball. That’s the worst thing that I 
think could happen.” 

Stokes’s injury meant the 
Southampton Solent University 
student playing only seven 
Premier Division games for St 
Cross, although he did 
supplement that with competitive 
Sunday cricket for Guernsey 
Sarnians in the Sussex League. 

But, having helped Solent to 
unprecedented success in the 
BUCS Championships, Stokes is 
keen for more competitive action. 

“These World League matches 
embrace different cultures and 
give you an almost unique 
opportunity to play against 
cricketers from all over the 
globe,” he smiled. 

“In our Division 5 group, for 
example, we’ve got European 
opposition in the shape of 
Germany and Italy, the Cayman 
Islands, Vanuato (East Pacific), 
Ghana and Quatar. 

“And I mustn’t forget Jersey.” 

The round-robin 50-over 
competition begins on September 
3. 
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The Worlds 
in numbers 


The 2017 World Championships 
in London drew to a close after 10 
days of fierce competition. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at the championships in 
numbers. 

6 

Great Britain’s final placing in 
the medals table and also total 
number of medals. 

2 

Number of gold medals won by 
Great Britain - Sir Mo Farah in the 
men’s 10,000 metres and the 
men’s 4x100m relay team. 

4 


Medals won by Great Britain 
relay teams (one gold, two 
silvers, one bronze). 

30 

Medals won by top-ranked 
nation the USA. 

10 

Successive wins in global finals 
for 10,000mchampion Sir Mo 
Farah until his 5,000m defeat to 
Muktar Edris. 

37.47 


Number of seconds Great 
Britain’s men’s 4x100 metre team 



Jessica Ennis-Hill 


ran to win gold and beat the USA 
by just 0.05secs. 

6 

Years elapsed since Jessica 
Ennis-Hill was able to collect her 
2011 World Championship 
heptathlon gold, which was 
denied her at the time by Russian 
drug cheat Tatyana Chernova. 

45 

Usain Bolt’s winning run of 
races, stretching back to 2013, 
which was ended in the 100 
metres semi-final. 

135 

Minutes between Isaac 
Makwala’s lone heat and his 200 
metres semi-final after the 
Botswanan had previously been 
denied entry to the stadium with 
the IAAF attempting to halt a 
norovirus outbreak. 

3,633 

Days Great Britain’s Jo Pavey 
was presented with her 10,00m 
bronze from the 2007 World 
Championships after original 
silver medallist, Elvan 
Abeylegesse, was disqualified for 
doping. 


¥TTTT^H 

5 things you can't miss in the racing week 


EBOR EXTRAVAGANZA 

There is only one place to be this week 
and that is York. The best course in the 
country for many, York just seems to do it 
right and if the weather is kind, which is 
never a given even in August, there is 
simply no better place to be. 

The balance is just right between those 
who take to the Knavesmire as a social 
event, and those who are there for the 
excellent racing. 

With boosts to the already excellent 
prize money, the best horses in Europe 
will be doing battle. 

JUDDMONTEJOKER? 

The opening day highlight is 


unquestionably the Juddmonte 
International and while it would have 
been fantastic to see Enable drop down 
in trip to 10 furlongs, there is still a 
cracking race in prospect. 

St James’s Palace winner and Eclipse 
runner-up Barney Roy is narrow favourite 
over his 2000 Guineas conqueror 
Churchill and Eclipse winner Ulysses. Do 
not discount the likes of Nezwaah or 
Decorated Knight, though. 

A STROLL FOR ENABLE 

She may not be running in the feature 
race, but Enable can still add another 
Group One to her haul in the Darley 
Yorkshire Oaks. 


John Gosden is sensibly trying to give 
her as easy a race as possible ahead of a 
crack at the Prix de I’Arc de Triomphe, 
but it was not that long ago a filly with 
similar credentials of Gosden’s, 
Taghrooda, was turned over in this at eye¬ 
watering odds of 1-5. Perhaps those 
looking to buy money should just beware. 

A BURN UP IN THE NUNTHORPE 

After blitzing her rivals at Royal Ascot, 
Lady Aurelia appeared to face a pretty 
straightforward task when her American 
trainer Wesley Ward pinpointed the 
Coolmore Nunthorpe Stakes as her next 
race. 

However, Charlie Hills’ Battaash has 


appeared from nowhere and his 
progression continued at Goodwood, 
beating the same horses Lady Aurelia had 
at Ascot in just as easy a fashion. It looks 
a fascinating contest. 

SUPER SATURDAY 

As well as the Ebor bringing a close to 
four fantastic days at York, there are 
notable other meetings. Goodwood stage 
a good card with the Prestige Stakes and 
Celebration Mile the highlights, while 
there is also Group Three action at 
Windsor’s evening meeting in the shape of 
the Winter Hill Stakes. Newmarket stages 
a Listed race, while a bumper crowd, as 
always, can be expected at Chester. 


So, who can fill Mo 
Farah's big shoes? 



Sir Mo Farah is on the brink of 
track retirement after success¬ 
fully defending his 10,000m and 
taking 5,000m silver at the World 
Championships. 

He will focus on the marathon 
after running at the Birmingham 
Diamond League next weekend 
and a last race at the Diamond 
League final in Zurich on August 
24. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
the athletes to give British Ath¬ 
letics hope over who can fill his 
shoes. 

KYLE LANGFORD 

The 21-year-old from Watford, 
who grew up peeling potatoes at 
his mum and dad’s fish and chip 
shop, almost claimed a shock 
bronze in the 800m. 

He was 50-1 to just reach the fi¬ 
nal at the start of the champion¬ 
ships but a stunning final 150m 
saw him just miss out as he fin¬ 
ished fourth. 

Langford has the personality 
and humility to be relate to ath¬ 
letics fans and has already said he 
wants to inspire the next genera¬ 
tion to get into the sport. 

LAURA MUIR 

She was already on the road to 
success before the summer hav¬ 
ing earned two gold medals at the 
European Indoor Championships 
in Belgrade in March. 

The Scot may not have won a 
medal but there is clear hope she 
will be an Olympic and world con¬ 
tender for years to come, stepping 
into Farah’s long-distance shoes. 

The shot of her collapsed on the 
track after the 5,000m heats is one 
of the few enduring GB pictures 
of the championships. 

NETHANEEL 


MITCHELL-BLAKE 

The 23-year-old does not have 
much to say off the track but he 
made a statement in the 200m by 
finishing fourth and then anchor¬ 
ing GB to 4x100m relay gold. 

His victory in the World Cham¬ 
pionships trials last month was 
the first time he had run in Brit¬ 
ain since he was 13 years old hav¬ 
ing been educated in America. 

He made the Olympic semi-final 


last year and there will surely be 
better things to come. 

DINA ASHER-SMITH 

The 21-year-old was so close to a 
medal despite having broken her 
foot in February just before the 
Birmingham Indoor Grand Prix. 

She finished fourth after run¬ 
ning 22.22 seconds in the 200 me¬ 
tres - a time which even surprised 
her - to be pipped to a bronze med¬ 
al by Marie-Josee Ta Lou. 


REECE PRESCOD 

The 21-year-old was the only 
British man to make the 100m 
final which ended so dramati¬ 
cally with Justin Gatlin’s win. 
He finished seventh in 10.17 sec¬ 
onds - having set a personal best 
of 10.04secs the day before - in 
his first ever world final. He also 
took a shock victory at the British 
trials to secure his place on the 
World Championship team. 
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The Chelsea numbers of exiled Diego... 



Diego Costa.. 


Chelsea striker Diego Costa 
remains in exile as he holds out for 
a move to Atletico Madrid. 

Here, the Sports Pink identifies 
the key numbers around the Spain 
international’s three years at 
Stamford Bridge. 

28 

age 

£32million 

fee paid by Chelsea to Atletico 
Madrid in July 2014 


120 

appearances for the Blues, 109 
from the start 

59 

goals for Chelsea 

52 

Premier League goals in 89 
appearances 

20 

best goal return in the Premier 
League (in 2014-15 and 2016-17) 


31 

yellow cards 

l 

red card 

12 

games missed through suspension 

3 


major trophies won (Premier 
League 2014-15, 2016-17; League Cup 
2014-15) 


Isaac, the surprise 
star of the Worlds 



Usain Bolt bids farewell at his last World Athletics Championships. 


A dramatic World Champion¬ 
ships drew to a close in London 
last weekend. 

The championships saw Usain 
Bolt end his glittering career by 
pulling up injured in the 4x100 
metres relay, Mo Farah suffer his 
first defeat in a global final since 
2011 and a little-known sprinter 
from Botswana become an unlike¬ 
ly people’s champion. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a 
look at a selection of highlights. 

TOP PERFORMANCE 

Great Britain’s men’s 4x100 me¬ 
tres team of CJ Ujah, Adam Ge- 
mili, Danny Talbot and Nethaneel 
Mitchell-Blake blazed to a shock 
gold medal in a new European 
record of 37.47 seconds. They 
beat the United States into sec¬ 
ond, as Jamaica’s Usain Bolt lay 
sprawled on the track injured, to 
erase the memory of years of ba¬ 
ton blunders. 

LEADING STAR 

Mo Farah claimed the 10th glob¬ 
al title of his career with a bril¬ 
liant 10,000m triumph in a race he 
dubbed the toughest of his life. He 
came off the track bloodied and 
bruised and, for the first time in 
six years, was finally beaten in a 
major global final as he had to set¬ 
tle for 5,000m silver behind Ethio¬ 
pia’s Muktar Edris. He still bowed 
out of major championship track 
competition as Britain’s greatest 
ever athlete, though. 

ONE FOR THE FUTURE 

Christian Coleman, the 21-year- 
old American sprinter, marked 
his first major championship ap¬ 
pearance with a silver medal in 
the 100m. With Bolt bowing out 
in London, and the gold medallist 


Justin Gatlin now 35 years old, 
the blue riband needs a new star 
to take it forward and Coleman 
could be one of the contenders. 
“We might just have unearthed 


the future of sprinting for the 
next four or five years,” said Lord 
Coe. 

HERO 


The London Stadium crowd 
took Botswana’s Isaac Makwala 
to their hearts after he was pre¬ 
vented from racing in the 400m 
final, and the 200m heats, by or¬ 
ganisers because of illness. He 
was finally allowed the chance to 
qualify in the 200m by running a 
race on his own, and did so before 
dropping to the track to perform 
some celebratory press-ups. He 
advanced from the semi-final the 
same evening, too, although a 
medal eluded him in the final. 

VILLAIN 

Gatlin, who has twice served 
doping bans, is the sport’s pan¬ 
tomime villain and was booed 
mercilessly by the crowd when¬ 
ever he appeared on the track. His 
100m triumph in 9.92 seconds was 
greeted with resounding jeers. 
He was graceful in victory, pay¬ 
ing tribute to bronze medallist 
Bolt, but still refused to express 
remorse for his drug-tainted past 
afterwards. 

BEST MOMENT 

There can only be one. Bolt, 
in the final race of the greatest 
career athletics has ever seen, 
pulled up on the anchor leg of the 
4x100m relay, hobbling for a few 
paces and then collapsing to the 
track. A hamstring cramp was 
the diagnosis on the night. He 
was helped to his feet and limped 
across the line, applauding the 
crowd. It was a sad way for such a 
great to go out, but it could scarce¬ 
ly have been more dramatic. 

TOP STAT 

Nineteen. That is the number of 
global titles Bolt bowed out with, 
unable to add to his tally in Lon¬ 
don. 


Who could 
medal in 
Tokyo? 

Great Britain finished the 
London 2017 World 
Championships with six medals 
as attention swiftly turned to the 
athletics team’s prospects at the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics. 

Here the Sports Pink looks at 
six athletes who could be on the 
podium in Japan. 

Laura Muir 

The British record holder over 
1,500 metres and 5,000m, Muir 
finished fourth over the shorter 
distance. She is still a relative 
novice at 5,000m, but showed at 
London 2017 her calibre cannot 
be questioned. 

Adam Gemili 

His decisive second leg run in 
the 4x100m relay win on Saturday 
night gave a hint of what might 
have been had the selectors 
opted for Gemili in the individual 
100m and 200m. With Usain Bolt 
retiring, the 200m, in particular, 
could be wide open. 

Katarina lohnson- 
Thompson 

Surely the heir apparent to 
Jessica Ennis-Hill is going to get 
it right sooner rather than later? A 
poor performance in the high 
jump - usually one of her 
strongest suits - saw Johnson- 



Adam Gemili 

Thompson fall out of medal 
contention in the heptathlon, but 
if she can put it all together in two 
days, she should be challenging 
for gold. 

Dina Asher-Smith 

Five years on from carrying 
athletes’ kit at London 2012, 
Asher-Smith recovered from a 
broken foot to finish fourth in the 
200m and win a silver medal in 
the 4x100m relay. 

She will be optimistic of further 
major championships success, if 
she can stay fit. 

Kyle Langford 

The son of Watford fish and chip 
shop owners, Langford placed 
fourth in the competitive 800m 
before vowing to go for gold in 
Tokyo. 

Some big names, and Russians, 
were absent, though, so he has 
plenty of work to do. 

Callum Hawkins 

Hawkins was a surprise fourth 
in the marathon, an event usually 
dominated by Africans. Four-time 
Olympic champion Sir Mo Farah 
is stepping on to the road post- 
London 2017, but may not be 
around for Tokyo, so Hawkins has 
an opportunity to take his team¬ 
mate’s mantle. 















46 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, August 19,2017 



FOR SALE AT HAVEN WEYMOUTH 


Static Caravan • 3 Bedrooms 
Fully Fitted & Heated • Ready to Move in 
Park Fees not inc. • Can be Used to Rent Out & 
No Caravan Age Limits. 

ONLY £7995 

Genuine Bargain 


THE 

LUXU RY 

COLLECTION 

Perfection as standard. 
Unique sliding wardrobes 
& bedroom furniture. 


Swan Systems Furniture 

01329 843636 | www. swa n syste ms.co.uk 


° 07786 110096 ° 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 

e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks checka 

** Where reputation matters 
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TAKE COMFORT IN 
OUR QUALITY 

Makers of quality sofas and chairs for over 100 years 



ITIS** 



MILO RANGE 


Visit our Vale Bridgecraft Show Centre in Hedge End 

Unlike some retail outlets we provide a relaxing, unpressured environment, where 
you can spend as long as you need, trying all the sofas and chairs, ensuring that 
you select the most comfortable option. Visit our Show Centre and take advantage 
of our current promotions. See our website for details. Every piece of furniture is 
individually made for each customer and carries our 25 year Frame and Spring 
Guarantee. Also available at over 200 independent retailers 



For a free colour brochure call Hedge End Show Centre 01489 796479 

or visit valebridgecraft.co.uk 


Find your nearest Show Centre, where you can see all our ranges and complete selection of fabrics: 


Draycott 

Gloucestershire GL56 9JU 

01386 700458 

Felsted 

Essex CM6 3LY 

01371 821851 

Gateshead 

Tyne and Wear NE11 9YS 

0191 488 3682 

Harewood Yard 

West Yorkshire LS17 9LF 

0113 898 0091 

Hebden Bridge 

West Yorkshire HX7 5QF 

01422 885000 

Nutfield 

Surrey RH1 4EJ 

01737 822027 

Sheffield 

South Yorkshire S9 2EH 

0114 261 8952 

Southampton 

Hampshire SO30 2AU 

01489 796479 

Warrington 

Cheshire WA5 7TN 

01925 571982 

For opening times visit: 
valebridgecraft.co.uk 


*Enjoy the offer in addition to any existing sale discount. Deal must end 30 September 2017. Order must be placed through a 
Vale Bridgecraft Show Centre. See our website for full terms and conditions. 
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RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


Premier League 


AFC Bournemouth.... 

.0 

Watford. 

HT 0-0 

Burnley. 

.0 

W.B.A. 

HT 0-0 

Leicester. 

Okazaki 1 

Maguire 54 

HT 1-0 

.2 

Brighton... 



Liverpool 

.. ..1 

Crystal P.. 

Mane 73 

HT 0-0 

SAINTS. 

Gabbiadini 11 

.3 


West Ham. 

i 

Tadic 38 pen 

Austin 90 pen 

HT 2-1 

Stoke. 

.L 

Arsenal. 

HT L-L 

Swansea. 

.0 

Man Utd. .. 


Richarlison 73 
Capoue 86 
Att 10,501 

Robson-Kanu 71 
Att 19,619 

.0 


Att 31,902 

.0 


Hernandez 45,74 


.4 

Bailly 45 
Lukaku 80 
Pogba 82 
Martial 84 
Att 20,862 


Man Utd 

W.B.A. 

Watford 

Liverpool 

SAINTS 

Huddersfld 

Man City 

Tottenham 

Leicester 

Arsenal 

Everton 

Burnley 

Swansea 

Chelsea 

Stoke 

Newcastle 

Bournemouth 

Brighton 

Crystal P 

West Ham 


PWDLFA WDLFAPt 

210040 100406 


2 0 1 0 3 3 

2 10 0 1 0 

2 110 3 2 

1 0 0 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 0 0 

2 1 0 0 2 0 


2 0 0 1 0 4 

10 0 1 2 3 

1 0 0 0 0 0 


2 0 0 1 0 2 
2 0 0 1 0 2 


2 0 0 0 0 0 


0 0 0 0 0 4 

1 0 0 3 0 3 
1 0 0 2 0 3 
1 0 0 2 0 3 
0 0 1 3 4 3 
0 0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 0 3 


0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 10 10 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 10 10 
0 0 1 0 2 0 
0 0 10 10 
0 0 2 2 7 0 


SkyBet Championship 


A. Villa.4 

Hourihane 22,68,85 
Green 42 
HT 2-0 

Bolton.1 

Madine 90 
HT 0-2 

Bristol C.0 

HT 0-0 

Fulham.0 

HT 0-0 

Ipswich.2 

Waghorn 35 
Garner 51 
HT 1-0 

Nottm For.2 

McKay 16 
Murphy 79 pen 
HT 1-0 

Preston North End.1 

Hugill 22 
HT 1-0 

Q.P.R.2 

1 

Smith 74 
Sylla 90 
HT 0-1 

Sheff Utd.1 

Sharp 17 
HT 1-0 

Sunderlnd.L 

HT L-L 

Wolves.1 

Leo Bonatini 67 
HT 0-0 

HOME 

PWDLFA 
Cardiff 4 2 0 0 5 0 

Ipswich 4 2 0 0 3 0 

Wolves 4 10 1 2 2 

Nottm For 4 2 0 0 3 1 

Q.P.R. 4 2 0 0 4 1 

Preston 4 2 0 0 2 0 

Derby Cty 4 10 112 

Middlesbro 4 2 0 0 3 0 

Sheff Utd 4 2 0 0 2 0 

Sunderlnd 3 0 10 1 1 

Bristol C 4 110 3 1 

Leeds Utd 3 0 2 0 0 0 

Sheff Wed 4 0 2 0 2 2 

Hull 4 10 1 6 4 

Birminghm 4 110 2 1 

A. Villa 4 110 5 3 

Norwich 4 10 1 3 3 

Reading 4 110 3 2 

Fulham 4 0 1112 

Barnsley 4 10 1 3 3 

Burton Albion 4 10 1 2 2 

Bolton 4 0 0 2 3 5 

Millwall 4 0 1 1 4 5 

Brentford 4 0 1 1 5 6 


Norwich.2 

Murphy 60 
Oliveira 79 
Att 29,157 

Derby Cty.2 

Nugent 8,21 
Att 15,175 

Millwall.0 

Att 18,230 

Sheff Wed.1 

Fletcher 64 
Att 20,165 

Brentford.0 

Att 15,338 

Middlesbro.1 

Gibson 83 
Att 26,225 

Reading.0 

Att 11,174 

Hull. 

Bowen 35 
Att 12,609 

Barnsley.0 

Att 25,482 

Leeds Utd.L 

Cardiff.2 

Ralls 54 
Mendez-Laing 77 
Att 27,068 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

2 0 0 3 1 12 

2 0 0 6 4 12 

2 0 0 5 2 9 


0 0 2 0 3 6 

1 1 0 4 2 5 


1 0 0 3 2 5 


0 0 2 0 3 4 

0 2 0 1 1 3 


SkyBet League One 


Bradford.0 

HT 0-0 

Bury.2 

Beckford 90 
Ajose 90 
HT 0-0 

Charlton.4 

Magennis 2 
Holmes 61 

Forster-Caskey 90,90 
HT 1-0 


Blackburn.1 

Samuel 47 
Att 21,403 

Bristol R.3 

Lockyer 55 
Bodin 73,85 
Att 3,402 

Northmptn.1 

Richards 79 


Doncaster.3 

Allsop 37 og 
Marquis 45 
May 75 
HT 2-1 

Fleetwood Town.2 

Cole 19,57 
HT 1-0 

M K Dons.1 

Sow 47 
HT 0-0 

Oldham.0 

HT 0-2 

Peterboro.2 

Marriott 47,75 
HT 0-0 

POMPEY.1 

Pitman 74 pen 
HT 0-0 

Scunthorpe.1 

Morris 83 
HT 0-0 

Shrewsbry.3 

Whalley 30 pen 
Morris 33 
Payne 74 
HT 2-1 

Southend.1 

Bradley 6 og 
HT 1-0 

HOME 

PWDLFA 
Wigan 3 1 0 0 4 1 

Peterboro 3 2 0 0 4 2 

Fleetwood Tn 3 2 0 0 4 0 

Shrewsbry 3 2 0 0 4 2 

Oxford Utd 3 1 0 0 3 0 

Charlton 3 2 0 0 5 1 

Bradford 3 10 1 2 2 

Doncaster 3 0 2 0 3 3 

Scunthorpe 3 110 2 1 

Plymouth 3 1 0 0 2 0 

Blackpool 3 10 0 10 

Walsall 3 1 0 0 2 1 

POMPEY 311031 
Southend 3 110 3 2 

Rotherham 3 1 0 0 5 0 

M K Dons 3 10 1 1 1 

Blackburn 3 0 0 1 1 3 

Bristol R 3 0 0 1 1 4 

Bury 3 10 13 3 

Gillingham 3 0 0 1 0 1 

Rochdale 3 0 10 1 1 

Wimbledon 3 0 0 1 0 1 

Northmptn 3 0 0 1 0 1 

Oldham 3 0 0 2 0 4 


Blackpool.3 

Longstaff 38 
Turton 65 
Cooke 76 
Att 7,558 

AFC Wimbledon.0 

Att 2,730 

Gillingham.0 

Att 7,901 

Wigan.2 

Toney 8 
Jacobs 16 
Att 5,446 

Rotherham.1 

Moore 55 
Att 6,344 

Walsall.1 

Leahy 47 
Att 17,198 

Oxford Utd.0 

Att 4,205 

Rochdale.2 

Davies 17 pen,63 pen 
Att 5,001 

Plymouth.1 

Edwards 61 
Att 7,861 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

2 0 0 3 0 9 

1 0 0 4 1 9 


1 0 0 3 1 


0 0 1 0 3 4 

0 0 1 0 5 4 

0 0 2 1 4 3 


10 12 2 3 
10 13 3 3 
0 0 1 14 3 


0 0 2 2 5 1 
0 1113 1 
0 0 2 1 5 0 


SkyBet League Two 


Acc Stanley ... 

Jackson 10 
Kee 90 
HT 1-1 

Carlisle. 

Pell 5 og 
Lambe 18 
T Miller 60 
HT 2-0 

Chesterfld. 

Dennis 38 
Sinnott 43 
HT 2-0 

Coventry. 


...2 Mansfield.1 

Angol 25 


HT 0-0 

Crewe. 

Porter 75 
HT 0-0 

Exeter. 

Reid 42 
HT 1-0 

Forest Grn.... 

Doidge 24 
Brown 45 
Cooper 49 
Bugiel 79 
HT 2-3 

Luton. 

O Lee 45 
Collins 52 
Potts 83 
HT 1-0 

Morecambe... 


Att 5,058 

Newport County.1 

Cole 53 
Att 8,745 

Cambridge.1 

J Ibehre 63 

Att 2,059 

Barnet.0 


Olomola 9 
Khan 14 pen 
Zoko 35 


HT 0-1 

Stevenage... 

Newton 37 
Smith 45 
Kennedy 65 
HT 2-0 

Wycombe.... 

Freeman 49 
Jacobson 68 


Att 7,865 

...0 Swindon.1 

McDermott 13 
Att 1,655 

...3 Grimsby.1 

Collins 81 


Att 2,793 

Notts Cnty.4 

Duffy 14 
El-Abd 15 og 
Forte 84 


Swindon 

Exeter 

Luton 

Coventry 

Carlisle 

Acc Stanley 

Notts Cnty 

Stevenage 

Newport Co 

Crewe 

Mansfield 

Barnet 

Morecambe 

Wycombe 

Forest Grn 

Port Vale 

Cambridge 

Grimsby 

Chesterfld 

Cheltnham 

Yeovil 

Lincoln City 
Colchester 
Crawley 


HOME 

PWDLFA 
3 0 10 1 1 

3 2 0 0 2 0 

3 2 0 0 11 2 

3 10 1 3 1 

3 10 1 4 2 

3 2 0 0 5 2 


3 0 0 0 0 0 
3 1 2 0 4 3 
3 1 0 0 2 0 
3 10 0 10 
3 10 1 2 2 


3 0 0 1 2 3 
3 0 0 1 1 2 
3 0 0 1 0 2 
3 10 1 3 3 
3 10 0 10 
3 1 0 0 3 2 
3 0 10 1 1 
3 0 10 1 1 
3 0 0 2 1 4 


Att 3,785 


W D L F A Pt 


0 0 0 0 0 5 
0 113 4 4 
0 112 3 4 
0 10 114 
1 0 0 3 2 4 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 

Aberdeen.. 





...2 


Dundee... 


1 

May 11,79 









Deacon 53 

HT 1-0 









Att 15,646 

Hibernian.. 





...1 


Hamilton.. 


.3 

Stokes 90 







Bingham 52 pen,88 










Longridge 69 

HT 0-0 









Att 16,633 

Kilmarnock... 




...0 


Celtic. 


.2 










Forrest 40 
McGregor 88 

HT 0-1 









Att 10,069 

Motherwell 





...2 


Ross Cntv 

.0 

Tait 53 










Moult 74 pen 
HT 0-0 









Att 3,911 

Rangers.... 





...0 


Hearts. 


.0 

HT 0-0 









Att 49,677 

St Johnstn 

O’Halloran 33 





...1 


Partick. 


.0 

HT 1-0 









Att 3,470 




HOME 



AWAY 


p 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W D 

L 

F A Pt 

Celtic 

3 

1 

0 

0 

4 

1 

2 0 

0 

3 0 9 

St Johnstn 

3 

2 

0 

0 

5 

1 

1 0 

0 

2 1 9 

Aberdeen 

3 

2 

0 

0 

4 

1 

1 0 

0 

2 1 9 

Hamilton 

3 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 0 

1 

3 3 6 

Hibernian 

3 

1 

0 

1 

4 

4 

1 0 

0 

3 2 6 

Rangers 

3 

0 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 0 

0 

2 1 4 

Hearts 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 1 

1 

2 4 4 

Motherwell 

3 

1 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 0 

1 

1 4 3 

Ross Cnty 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 0 

1 

2 3 3 

Kilmarnock 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1 

5 

0 0 

0 

0 0 0 

Partick 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 0 

2 

1 4 0 

Dundee 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 0 

2 

1 5 0 

Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 

Dundee Utd 




...1 


Brechin.... 


.0 

McDonald 80 
HT 0-0 









Att 6,060 

Dunfrmline.... 




...3 


Falkirk. 


.1 

McManus 5 
Cardie 11,90 









Taiwo 83 

HT 2-0 









Att 5,751 

Inverness CT 




...1 


Morton. 


.1 

Warren 19 









Thomson 51 

HT 1-0 









Att 2,202 

Livingston 





...1 


St Mirren. 


.3 

Halkett 15 









Halkett 9 og 
Reilly 51,60 

HT 1-1 









Att 1,609 

Queen Sth 





...1 


Dumhartnn 

. . 0 

Fordyce 44 

HT 1-0 









Att 1,348 




HOME 



AWAY 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W D 

L 

F A Pt 

Dundee Utd 

3 

2 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 0 

0 

1 0 9 

Dunfrmline 

3 

2 

0 

0 

8 

2 

0 1 

0 

1 1 7 

Queen Sth 

3 

2 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 0 

1 

1 2 6 

St Mirren 

3 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 0 

1 

4 5 6 

Morton 

3 

1 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 2 

0 

1 1 5 

Dumbarton 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 1 

1 

1 2 2 

Livingston 

3 

0 

1 

1 

2 

4 

0 1 

0 

2 2 2 

Brechin 

3 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 0 

2 

1 5 1 

Falkirk 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 0 

2 

2 6 1 

Inverness CT 3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 0 

1 

1 5 1 

Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 

Albion R. .. 





...1 


Airdrieonians.2 

Vitoria 10 









Tierney 3,17 

HT 1-2 









Att 863 

Alloa. 





...1 


Queen Park. 

.0 

Martin 85 

HT 0-0 









Att 508 

Arbroath... 





...2 


East Fife.. 


.3 

Doris 16 









O’Brien 3 og 

Denholm 58 









Flanagan 26 










Duggan 39 

HT 1-3 

Raith. 





...3 


Forfar. 


Att 808 

.1 

Vaughan 31 
Buchanan 85 









Millar 18 

Spence 88 

HT 1-1 









Att 1,589 

Stranraer... 





...3 


Ayr Utd.... 


.4 

Wallace 16 








McDaid 42 

Thomson 79,81 








Moore 49 










Moffat 59 
Boyle 85 

HT 1-1 









Att 1,070 




HOME 



AWAY 


P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W D 

L 

F A Pt 

Ayr Utd 

3 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

2 0 

0 

9 4 9 

Raith 

3 

2 

0 

0 

6 


0 1 

0 

1 1 7 

East Fife 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 0 

1 

3 3 6 

Arbroath 

3 

1 

0 

1 

4 

3 

0 1 

0 

1 1 4 

Airdrieonians 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 0 

1 

3 3 4 

Alloa 

3 

1 

1 

0 

2 


0 0 


0 1 4 

Albion R 

3 

0 

0 

2 

2 

7 

1 0 

0 

5 2 3 

Stranraer 

3 

1 

0 

1 

4 

4 

0 0 

1 

0 3 3 

Forfar 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 0 

2 

1 6 3 

Queen Park 

3 

0 

0 

1 

2 

5 

0 0 

2 

0 3 0 

Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 | 


HT 1-3 

Elgin. 

Reid 39 
McLeish 67 
Cameron 90 pen 
HT 1-2 

Montrose. 

Dillon 19 
HT 1-0 

Stenhsmuir. 

McGuigan 7 
Blockley 52 
Longworth 81 
HT 1-1 

Stirling A. 

D Smith 31, Kavanagh 45 
HT 2-0 


1 Annan Athletic.5 

Swinglehurst 20 
Sinnamon 27 
Murphy 44 
Smith 75 pen 
Henderson 78 
Att 494 

3 Clyde.2 

Goodwillie 21 
Stewart 31 

Att 559 

1 Cowdenbth.0 

Att 456 

3 Peterhead.1 

Robertson 30 

Att 220 

2 Edinburgh City.0 

Att 610 


Stirling A 

Montrose 

Peterhead 

Stenhsmuir 

Cowdenbth 

Elgin 

Annan Ath 
Clyde 
Berwick 
Edinburgh 


HOME 

P W D L F 
3 2 0 0 6 
3 110 2 
3 10 0 3 
3 10 15 
3 10 0 1 


W D L F A Pt 

1 0 0 3 2 9 


10 13 4 6 


0 0 2 3 6 3 
0 0 1 0 4 3 
0 0 2 0 3 0 


Vanarama National League 


AFC Fylde. 

Jones 14 
Grand 85 
HT 1-1 

Boreham W. 

Andrade 27 
Jeffers 40 
HT 2-0 

Bromley. 

Rees 36 
Wanadio 58 
HT 1-0 

Chester FC. 

Mahon 45 
Dawson 63 

HT 1-2 

Dover. 

Bird 72 
HT 0-0 

EASTLEIGH. 

Williamson 64 
McAllister 79 
HT 0-0 

Gateshead. 

Kerr 5 
Burrow 45 
Preston 72 
HT 2-0 

Guiseley. 

Lawlor 13 
Hurst 86 
Molyneux 90 
HT 1-2 

Maidenhead Utd 

Pritchard 26 
HT 1-0 

Maidstone Utd... 

Wynter 15 
Richards 33 
HT 2-1 

Solihull Moors... 

HT 0-1 

Woking. 

HT 0-0 

HOME 

P W D L F 
Sutton Utd 5 2 0 0 4 

Bromley 5 2 10 8 

Aldershot 5 2 0 0 9 

Boreham W 5 2 0 1 7 

Dover 5 1113 

Gateshead 5 3 0 0 7 

Dagenham 5 110 5 

Leyton O 5 2 0 0 5 

Maidenhead 5 1114 

EASTLEIGH 5 2 10 5 

Ebbsfleet 5 110 5 

Barrow 5 110 3 

Wrexham 5 10 11 

Woking 5 2 0 1 4 

Tranmere 5 10 13 

FC Halifax 5 0 0 2 1 

Maidstone 5 12 0 4 

Macdesfld 5 0 2 0 1 

Guiseley 5 12 0 5 

AFC Fylde 5 0 2 1 5 

Chester FC 4 0 2 1 3 

Hartlepool 5 0 111 

Solihull Moors 4 0 113 

Torquay 5 0 112 


2 Dagenham.2 

Ferrier 45 
Ling 90 
Att 1,590 

2 Aldershot.1 

Alexander 51 
Att 809 

2 Hartlepool.0 

Att 1,709 

2 Sutton Utd.3 

John 5 
Wright 44 
Cadogan 90 
Att 1,670 

1 Barrow.1 

White 53 

2 Tranmere.0 

Att 1,906 

3 Macdesfld.0 

Att 633 

3 Torquay.2 

McGinty 36 
Keating 40 

1 Ebbsfleet United.1 

Coulson 50 
Att 1,628 

2 Wrexham.1 

Reid 10 
Att 2,192 

0 FC Halifax.1 

Morgan 28 
Att 684 

0 Leyton O.2 

Bonne 50,86 
Att 2,885 

AWAY 

: A W D L F A Pt 

II 2 0 1 4 3 12 

11 1 1 0 2 1 11 

12 1 1 1 4 3 10 

'4 1 1 0 6 4 10 

13 2 0 0 3 1 10 

’ 0 0 0 2 1 3 9 

14 1 2 0 6 5 9 

11 1 0 2 3 8 9 

14 1 1 0 5 2 8 

12 0 1112 8 

13 0 3 0 6 6 7 

10 0 2 1 5 6 6 

1 0 2 3 4 6 

0 0 2 1 6 6 

0 2 1 0 2 5 


1 0 2 2 5 5 


0 1 2 2 5 2 
0 0 2 2 7 1 
0 0 3 4 9 1 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


Bognor Regis Town.1 

Braintree Town.2 

Chippenham.2 

Concord Rgs.1 

Dartford.7 

Gloucester.1 

Havant and W.1 

Poole Town.0 

Truro City.0 

Wealdstone.0 

Welling U.3 


p w 

St Albans 5 2 
Chelmsford 5 1 
East Thurrock 5 1 
Braintree Tn 5 2 
Dartford 5 2 
Bognor Regis 5 
H" ■ 1 ' 


HOME 


0 12 2 


10 6 3 


Havant and W5 
Truro City 5 1 
Poole Town 5 0 
Concord Rgs 5 2 
Bath City 5 0 
Oxford C 5 1 
Chippenham 5 0 
Welling U 5 1 
Eastbourne 5 0 
Hamp & Rich 5 1 
Wealdstone 5 1 
Hungerford 5 1 
Weston-S-Mare 5 1 
Gloucester 5 1 
Whitehawk 5 0 


1 0 10 5 

5 2 0 0 4 0 


Weston-S-Mare.1 

Hampton & Richmondl 

East Thurrock.2 

Whitehawk.0 

Oxford C.1 

H Hempstead.0 

Bath City.2 

St Albans.1 

Eastbourne Borough 1 

Chelmsford.2 

Hungerford Town.2 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 
3 0 0 6 2 15 

3 0 0 5 1 12 

2 1 0 8 6 11 
1 0 1 6 7 10 

0 2 0 2 2 9 


0 14 3 


2 0 0 3 1 


10 15 4 5 


0 113 4 4 
0 1 2 2 5 4 


0 0 3 2 10 0 


POOLS 


NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 

EV0-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Bishop's Stortford 2 Weymouth 3 
Chesham United 1 Tiverton Town 1 
Dorchester Town 0 King's Lynn Town 2 
Dunstable Town 0 Merthyr Town 6 
Farnborough 1 Redditch United 3 
Frame Town 2 Biggleswade Town 3 
Gosport Borough 2 Royston Town 3 
Hereford 0 Slough Town 1 
Hitchin Town 0 Banbuiy United 3 
Kettering Town 3 Basingstoke Town 0 
St Ives Town 1 Kings Langley 1 
Stratford Town 1 St Neots Town 1 

THE EMIRATES FA CUP, preliminary round 
AFC Portchester 3 Amesbury Town 1 
Alresford Town 0 Thatcham Town 2 
Andover Town 3 Wimborne Town 3 
Arlesey Town 3 Desborough Town 2 
Ashford Town 3 Wembley 0 
Aylesbury 2 Cirencester Town 1 
Badshot Lea 0 Moneyfields 3 
Barnstaple Town 1 Clevedon Town 0 
Barton Rovers 1 Deeping Rangers 2 
Bedford Town 3 Swaffham Town 1 
Bideford 6 Wells City 0 
Binfield 1 Horndean 1 
Bracknell Town 0 Winchester City 4 
Brockenhurst 1 Hartley Wintney 5 
Cadbury Heath 1 Yate Town 0 
Chalfont St Peter 2 Beaconsfield Town 2 
Chipping Sodbury Town 1 Bishops Cleeve 3 
Colney Heath 2 Shortwood United 0 
Flackwell Heath 1 Didcot Town 2 
Fleet Town 1 AFC Totton 1 
Hamworthy United 1 Ascot United 1 
Hanwell Town 1 Longlevens 0 
Hayes & Yeading 1 Brimscombe & 
Thrupp 0 

Highmoor Ibis 1 North Leigh 3 
Kidlington 1 Wantage Town 0 
Laverstock & Ford 2 Knaphill 4 
Laverstock Green 1 Aylesbury United 1 
Newcastle Town 1 Evesham United 1 
Newport Pagnell 3 Kempston Rovers 3 
Odd Down 1 Mangotsfield United 0 
Portland United 0 Paulton Rovers 3 
Salisbury 3 Fareham Town 3 
Slimbridge 1 Cinderford Town 2 
Swindon Supermarine 1 Northwood 0 
Taunton Town 3 Larkhall Athletic 0 
Tavistock 2 Shaftesbury 1 
Uxbridge 0 Thame United 4 
Wellingborough Town 0 AFC Rushden & 
Diamonds 4 

Willand Rovers 2 Bristol Manor Farm 1 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Bashley 0 Baffins Milton Rovers 5 
Blackfield & Langley 10 Petersfield Town 0 
Bournemouth 1 Newport loW 2 
Cowes Sports 0 Lymington Town 1 

Division 1 

AFC Stoneham 0 Hythe & Dibden 0 
Andover New Street 2 Verwood Town 0 
East Cowes Vies 2 Alton 2 
Ringwood Town 5 Whitchurch United 1 
Romsey Town 2 Fawley 1 
Tadley Calleva 1 New Milton Town 1 
Totton & Eling 3 Downton 2 
US Portsmouth 3 Christchurch 0 
Weymouth Res 0 Folland Sports 2 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Bush Hill 2 Hayling United 2 
Fleetlands First 1 Liphook United 6 
Hedge End Rangers 1 Overton United 3 
Liss Athletic 1 QK Southampton 4 
Paulsgrove 6 Colden Common 1 
Stockbridge 1 Locks Heath 2 
Sway 2 Clanfield 2 
Winchester Castle 1 Infinity 2 

Division 1 

AFC Petersfield 2 Michelmersh 2 
Lyndhurst 5 Headley United 1 
South Wonston Swifts 0 Four Marks 1 
Upham 0 Netley Central Sports 2 

Combination 
Clanfield 0 Bush Hill 4 
Hayling United pp Hedge End Rangers 
Liphook United 9 Michelmersh 0 
Overton United 1 Paulsgrove 4 
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